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Seminar Descriptions

Proposals for papers should be sent directly to the seminar chairs no later than 15 September 2011. Please include your telephone and fax numbers and e-mail address.  You should also let the session chair know of any audio-visual needs and special scheduling requests. We actively encourage presentations by younger and untenured scholars. 

Seminar chairs are reminded that all papers received up to the deadline MUST be considered.  Please do not announce that the panel is closed prior to the 15 September deadline.  Chairs have until 30 September to send the names of participants, their e-mail addresses and the titles of their papers to the ASECS Business Office (asecs@wfu.edu) (Fax: 336-727-4697)

The Society’s rules permit members to present only one paper at the meeting.  Members may, in addition to presenting a paper, serve as a session chair, a respondent, or a panel discussant, but they may not present a paper in those sessions they also chair.  
Please be reminded that if you submit a paper proposal to more than one session, you should notify all the chairs to which you have made a submission.  If you fail to notify the session chairs, they will have the right to decide between themselves in which session the paper will be presented or if the paper will be excluded entirely.

All participants must be members in good standing of ASECS or a constituent society of

ISECS.  Membership must be current as of November 1 in order to receive pre-registration materials. Those members of constituent societies of ISECS MUST furnish a snail mail address to asecs@wfu.edu to receive pre-registration materials. 
“Stories, Histories, and All That Jazz: How Do We Tell A Story?” (Roundtable) (Affiliate
Societies’ Session) Catherine M. Parisian, Tel: (910) 775-4291; E-mail:
Catherine.Parisian@uncp.edu

This session grows out of the colloquy with Annette Gordon-Reed at the Society of Early Americanists’ March 2011 conference in Philadelphia, focusing on her award-winning book The Hemingses of Monticello.  Several panelists and audience members praised the book for the compelling quality of its narrative, and in response, Gordon-Reed related that while working on the manuscript, her editor recommended she read Dickens’s novels to sharpen her sense of how to tell a story.  In addition to the “how,” the provocative discussion that ensued turned to the questions of “why?” and “so what?”  Why tell the story now?  And What difference does it make?  These questions are ones that we all must address, whether we’re writing history, criticism, theory, or fiction.  


This round table seeks panelists willing to think self-reflexively and to explore these questions and the implications that they suggest for their own work.  Panelists might explore these questions as they relate to a completed project or to a work in progress.  It hopes to include scholars from a variety of disciplines so that interdisciplinary comparisons can be made in the follow-up discussion. Panelists will be asked to adhere to the true roundtable format, forgo reading a scripted paper, and limit their remarks to no more than ten minutes in order to allow time for more audience participation and discussion.

“Espionage: Love and War” (The Aphra Behn Society for Women in the Arts, 1660

1830) Nicole Garret, Stony Brook U., English Dept., Humanities Hall,Stony Brook, NY 11795

5350; Tel: (516) 241-5278; Fax: (631) 983-8676; E-mail: Nbgarret@gmail.com

Spies, allegations of spying, voyeurism, double agents, and the buying, trading, and coveting of intelligence abounds in the work of the former royal spy, Aphra Behn. Both morally dubious and exceptionally effective, spies are deployed, in disguise or in the person of a bosom friend, as a means to win battles of love and war. The Aphra Behn Society invites paper proposals on espionage, in all its permutations, in women’s literature and art, 1660-1830. How do the women of this period investigate and participate in various forms of espionage? How do their texts explore the uses of espionage, and anxieties over the potential infiltration of the spy into private spaces, and the communication of intelligence to external or hostile parties? How do guile, disguise, deception and the bartering and withholding of information—all of the methods of the spy-- translate across forms, genres and styles and inform techniques?  
“Intersections of Eco-feminist Criticism and Place Theory in Female-Authored Texts of the
Long Eighteenth Century” (The Aphra Behn Society for Women in the Arts, 1660-1830)
Cassie Childs, 2915 W. Estrella St. Unit 8, Tampa, FL, 33629; Tel: (805) 403-3318; E-mail: 
cassiechilds@mail.usf.edu

This panel seeks to explore the connections between science, place, and literature in female authored texts of the long eighteenth century.  In particular, this panel seeks papers that address texts other than novels – periodicals, dramas, and/or poetry.  Papers might consider such questions as: What intersections appear between scientific and female-authored texts?  How are familiar texts reimagined from an eco-feminist standpoint? What are the significances of authorial place/location in female-authored texts?  The preference is for papers to address issues of an interdisciplinary nature or from an interdisciplinary frame. 
“Copyright: Contexts and Contests” (The Bibliographical Society of America) Molly

O’Hagan Hardy, 6021 Belfast Drive Austin, Texas 78723; Tel: (512)791-9434; Fax: (512) 471-

6745; E-mail: mollyohardy@mail.utexas.edu

From the Statute of Anne (1709) to the US Copyright Act (1790), the eighteenth century saw many disputes over how literary property would be defined and protected. In Authors and Owners (1993), Mark Rose writes, “All forms of property are socially constructed and, like copyright, bear in their lineaments the traces of the struggles in which they were fabricated.” Recent scholarship, such as Adrian Johns’s Piracy (2009), has shown that these “lineaments” are best understood in a transnational context. Struggles over literary property ran parallel to England’s efforts to expand and defend its empire abroad. Booksellers’ practices often challenged the relationship between nationalism and capitalism, a relationship in part “fabricated” by copyright law. 


This panel seeks to assess the broader cultural questions that come with codifying into law what had, and throughout the century often continued to be, customary practices of the book trade in the transatlantic world. Papers might address questions such as: What is the relationship between copyright and custom? How did changing copyright regimes register in cultural and literary landscapes? What is the relationship between copyright and authority? How did copyright laws and practices vary in different colonial and postcolonial settings? What parallels might we draw between the copyright debates of the eighteenth century and those of the twenty-first? 
“Digital Approaches to Library History” (The Bibliographical Society of America) Mark R.
M. Towsey, School of History/Eighteenth Century Worlds, U. of Liverpool, 9 Abercromby Square,

Liverpool, L69 7WZ; Tel: 0151794 2379; E-mail: M.R.M.Towsey@liverpool.ac.uk

This panel will consider how digital tools and digital methodologies are reshaping our understanding of eighteenth-century libraries. 


Libraries, book clubs, reading circles and other institutions of collective reading have long been acknowledged as important features of eighteenth-century print culture, but the continuing development of modern database software has opened up new interpretative possibilities, allowing us to understand their significance in unprecedented detail. Libraries promised access to a much wider range of books than most patrons could possibly afford, but they were hugely significant in other ways. They emerged to serve particular communities, reflecting the specialist demands of military garrisons, religious academies and informal networks of medical men and lawyers. They provided a forum for conversation, debate and sociability, and made a key contribution to the social impact of the Enlightenment, the ‘consumer revolution’, the growth of nationalism and the spread of religious evangelicalism.  Since they emerged in Britain, North America and continental Europe at around the same time, they also provide endless opportunities for comparative history – with different territories adopting distinctive organisational models, yet consuming a remarkably similar canon of international bestsellers. 


Papers might consider these or any other themes relating to the history of particular libraries or types of library, but should aim to reflect on methodological approaches made possible by technological advances associated with the digital humanities.

“Frances Burney and Performativity” (Burney Society Graduate Student Seminar) 

Alicia Kerfoot, McMaster U. (until August 1, 2011), U. of Prince Edward Island (as of August 1, 2011), Until August 1, 2011: Department of English and Cultural Studies, Chester New Hall 321, McMaster U., 1280 Main Street West, Hamilton Ontario, Canada L8S 4L9; After August 1, 2011: Department of English, U. of Prince Edward Island, 550 U. Avenue, Charlottetown, PEI, Canada C1A 4P3; Tel: (905) 807-1574; Fax: Until August 1, 2011 (905) 777-8316; After August 1, 2011 (902) 566-0363; E-mail: kerfooal@mcmaster.ca

This seminar will consider the topic of performativity in Frances Burney’s novels, plays, letters, and journals. We seek proposals from graduate students for 10-20 page papers on any aspect of performativity or performance in the works of Frances Burney. No more than four papers will be circulated before the seminar and will be available to view on the Burney Centre website. At the seminar, participants will offer short (five-minute)  summaries of their papers, after which a panel of senior scholars will offer short (five-minute) responses to the graduate student papers; these responses will be followed by a question and answer period between the panelists and respondents, after which the chair will facilitate a broader discussion period between participants, respondents, and seminar attendees.

Topics of papers may include (but are not limited to) subjects such as play and theatricality, accounts of theatrical and musical performances, the performance of everyday life, clothing, fashion, dress, and costume, movement and dance, embodiment and bodies, the performance of gender, class, race, or national identity, representations of the *bon ton* and social events (balls, assemblies, public attractions), and performative language and dialogue. The goal of this format is to encourage discussion between graduate students and senior scholars, as well as to foster excitement for new topics and scholarship in Burney studies.
“The ‘Underminers of Existence’:  Secondary Characters and Social Comedy in Frances
Burney’s Fiction” (The Burney Society) Ann Campbell, English Dept., Boise State U., Boise,
ID 83725-1525; Tel: (208) 426-1956; Fax: (208) 426-4373; E-mail:        
anncampbell@boisestate.edu

In Cecilia, the protagonist plans to drop all “idle and uninteresting acquaintance”— the “underminers of existence” as she memorably refers to them— so that she may pursue “rational and refined” pursuits such as reading, charity, and real friendship.  Burney’s novels would look much different, however, if any of her protagonists actually succeeded at excising what Julia Epstein describes as the “plethora of wittily drawn characters” and “abundance of satirically choreographed social scenes” to which they belong from their stories.  This panel will address the question of how secondary and satiric figures contribute to the structure or purpose of Burney’s fiction.  Proposals might address one or more of the following characters, but may focus on any character of this type from any of her novels:  Madame Duval, Mr. Lovel, and the Branghtons from Evelina; Mr. Gosport, Mr. Morrice, and Lady Honoria from Cecilia; Miss Margland and Dr. Orkbourne from Camilla; and Miss Arbe and Mrs. Ireton from the Wanderer.

“Ideologically Adrift?” (Roundtable) (Cultural Studies Caucus) Laura J. Rosenthal, English
Dept., Tawes Hall, U. of Maryland, College Park 20742; Tel: 301-405-1408; E-mail:
lrosent1@umd.edu

Cultural Studies has long had a strong relationship with ideological analysis.  Has this changed in the last 15 years?  Is Cultural Studies losing its ties to political critique? Should it?  Have ideological commitments changed within the discipline?  In this roundtable, speaks will address various issues about the ideological directions of scholarly and critical work historically and at the present time. All viewpoints and disciplinary perspectives welcome. 
“Putrefaction: The Sciences and Cultures of Decay” (Cultural Studies Caucus)

Robert Markley, U.,of Illinois, Dept. of English, Urbana, IL 61801; E-mail: rmarkley@illinois.edu

Putrefaction was a crucial concept in eighteenth-century experimental science, medical discourse, and environmental and agricultural writing.  This interdisciplinary panel welcomes proposals on all aspects of putrefaction in the sciences and arts of the long eighteenth century. 
“Defoe, Gender, and Sexuality” (Daniel Defoe Society)  Kit Kincade, Dept. of English, Indiana

State U., Terre Haute, In 47809; Tel: (812) 237-3173; Fax: (812) 237-3156; E-mail:
Kit.Kincade@indstate.edu

This panel is interested in investigating the ways in which Defoe  represents, articulates, and  demonstrates his opinions and feelings about issues of gender (for instance, roles of men & women in particular occupations or in societal settings) and/or issues pertaining to sexuality (either demonstrated or implied) in his work. 
“Diggable Data, Scalable Reading and New Humanities Scholarship” (Digital Humanities
Caucus) Matt Cohen, Dept. of English, U. of Texas at Austin, PAR 108, Mailcode B5000, Austin,
TX 78712; Tel: (512) 471-8112; Fax: (512) 471-4909; E-mail: matt.cohen@mail.utexas.edu

Various communities of practice are emerging around new data resources that are available, communities such as Bamboo Corpora Space, sponsored by the Mellon Foundation; ARC, the Applied Research Consortium comprised of MESA, REKn, 18thConnect, and NINES, Connected Histories in the UK, and the Voyeur: Reveal Your Texts group in Canada.  These groups are all creating tools that allow for “scalable reading,” that is, combining reading up close with reading at a distance, to produce a new digital philology.  Papers given at this seminar would present tools created by these groups as part of seminar papers of the traditional sort—that is, as part of an interesting argument that using the tools made possible.  We will invite all ASECS members to


submit proposals to present.
“Digital Humanities and the Archives” (Roundtable) (Digital Humanities Caucus) 

Eleanor F. Shevlin, Dept. of English, West Chester of Pennsylvania, 548 Main Hall, West Chester, PA 19383; Mailing Address: 2006 Columbia Road, NW, Apt. 42, Washington, DC 20009; Tel: (202) 462-3105 (home) (Campus—no voicemail—610-436-2463); Fax: (610)-738-0516 (Campus); E-mail: eshevlin@wcupa.edu
This roundtable seeks three to four ten-minute papers aimed at generating substantive conversation on the broad topic Digital Humanities and the Archives. Possible topics include but are not limited to how digital tools are transforming our theoretical conceptions of “archives,” what effects digital facsimiles are exercising on our understanding of original documents; how our digital environment is shaping the kinds of archival projects being undertaken, the methodologies used, and/or the types of research questions posed; how interactions between the digital and the archival are creating new paradigms or inspiring shifts in existing models; how questions concerning the economics, equity, and accessibility of archival materials are being addressed or perhaps reconfigured by digital tools and platforms.
“Bits and Bytes Lunch” (Digital Humanities Caucus) Adrianne Wadewitz, 422 S. Henderson,

Apt. 6, Bloomington, IN 47401; Tel: (812) 340-1415; E-mail: wadewitz@gmail.com 
In this lunch time session, we ask participants to bring a snack and a digital tool. Similar in format to a more traditional poster session, presenters in this session will simultaneously demonstrate their tools to participants, who will be able to experience multiple presentations and interact directly with presenters and their tools during this open workshop. The goal is for participants and presents to have an open dialogue and to play with new and emerging technologies in a relaxed atmosphere. 
“Loose Canons: Writing a Literary History of the Early Caribbean” (Early Caribbean

Society) Thomas W. Krise, U. of the Pacific, 3601 Pacific Ave, Stockton, CA 95204; Tel:
(209) 470-5639; E-mail: krisetw@hotmail.com

This panel will showcase the progress of an Early Caribbean Literary History


Symposium Series, sponsored by the Early Caribbean Society, in which early


Caribbean scholars are meeting to discuss the scope and nature of the


literary canon of early Caribbean studies and then to produce an essay


collection that seeks to provide a comprehensive literary history for use by


scholars and in the classroom.  The first symposium will take place later


this year in Barbados and will involve approximately a dozen scholars


debating the key texts and deciding on the subjects of the essays and


assigning the authors for each.  The ASECS panel will feature 4 papers


reflecting on the work of that symposium, and the titles and authors will be


decided before the ASECS deadline for the complete panels.

“Unaccountable Women: Theorizing the Unrepresentable” (Gay & Lesbian Caucus) 

Chris Roulston, French Studies, U. of Western Ontario, London, Ontario, Canada, N6C 1Z4; Tel: (519) 661-2111 ext.88931; Fax: (519) 661-3470; E-mail: croulsto@uwo.ca
Criticism loves impossibility: the unnarratable, the unspeakable, the unrepresentable, the uncontainable. Historically minded criticism particularly loves impossibility. Many feminist and lesbian critics have focused our attention on eighteenth-century texts in which the behavior of female characters seems to be ‘unaccountable’ (to use Jane Barker’s term). These are moments where female characters do not follow conventional plot patterns, and in which the texts have difficulty representing precisely what they are doing and why. Consider, for example, the ending of Eliza Haywood’s British Recluse or the contemporary public response to Madame de Lafayette’s Princesse de Clèves, who inexplicably refused to marry her suitor Nemours—much productive criticism emerged from this plot event that made no narrative sense to its readers. In this session, we invite papers that choose such moments, and theorize them. Susan Lanser has identified a ‘reverse discourse’ of lesbianism at such moments. Carolyn Woodward has discussed them in relation to realism; Kathryn King has focused on the unnarratable space of Jane Barker’s famous narrative; and Nancy K. Miller has pointed to the need for a practice of ‘double reading’ for women’s writing. We ask our panelists to push toward a fuller discussion of the particular strategies required to write and read such moments of textual impasse, and to consider their implications. 
“Sexuality and Disability” (Gay & Lesbian Caucus) Paul Kelleher, Dept. of English, Emory U.,

Atlanta, GA 30322; Tel: (404) 727-2223; Fax: (404) 727-2605; E-mail: pkelleh@emory.edu
We invite paper proposals that offer queer perspectives on the intersection of sexuality and disability (broadly conceived) in the eighteenth century.  Possible topics include: ideological constructions of “normal” bodies and desires; disability and the interruption of normative understandings of gender and/or sexuality; sexuality, disability, and the mind-body split; disability and the rhetoric of reproduction and kinship; sexuality, disability, and eighteenth-century conceptions of literary expression and value; “performing” sexuality and disability in the eighteenth century.  We are eager to receive proposals from scholars working in a variety of disciplines.  Email submissions preferred. 
“Goethe and Ecocriticism” (The Goethe Society of North America) Heather I. Sullivan, Dept.

of Modern Languages and Literatures, Trinity U., One Trinity Place, San Antonio, TX 78212; Tel:

(210) 999-7535; Fax: (210) 999-8370; E-mail: hsulliva@trinity.edu

Ecocritical studies have posited Goethe as the modern developer, as the prototypical nature poet and hence potential guru for green thinking, yet also as the scientist who opposed Newtonian systems and hence dismantled many of our basic assumptions regarding “nature.” This panel asks how Goethe is best understood: was he primarily a conservative land developer and advocate for resource exploitation through mining and building of dikes like Faust? Or was he rather the sentimental, Wertherian poet of “natural” landscapes and gardening, and hence the direct inspiration for many environmental thinkers like Ernst Haeckel, coiner of the term “Ökologie”? Alternatively, might we see him also, or even more so, as a scientist whose work offers alternative interactions with the physical world and elements—whether more or less exploitative? In this proposed panel for the ASECS 2012, papers might address Goethe’s literature and science in terms of these various perspectives, or in terms of the recent directions in ecocriticism such as animal studies, posthumanism, scientific models and/or critiques, ecofeminism, or the new materialism of material ecocriticism. Of particular interest are papers rethinking the “human” and “nature” as concepts, whether through “intra-actions” with other species, the elements, technology, and/or the urban.

“The Opacity of the Public Sphere: Anonymity in the Eighteenth Century” (German Society
for Eighteenth-Century Studies) (Deutsche Gesellschaft für die Erforschung des 18.
Jahrhunderts) (DGEJ)  Andrew McKenzie-McHarg, Forschungszentrum Gotha der Universität
Erfurt, Postfach 100561, 99855 Gotha; Tel: (+49 ) (0)361 737 1721; Fax: (+49) (0)361 737 1709;
E-mail: andrew.mckenzie-mcharg@uni-erfurt.de

Anonymity is the unambiguous term used to denote a state of communicative ambiguity. The basic principle seems simple - a negation of the link between a written text and an author - and this simplicity can encourage a treatment of anonymity as a phenomenon with a continuous history, akin to a tradition that waxes and wanes with the passing of time. The approach uniting the participants of this panel is to avoid the temptations of such a reification. Instead, anonymity will be considered as an option which emerges and re-emerges in a myriad of situations and which is always highly contingent upon each individual context in its motives and its consequences. The anonymity of a text might thus in one situation attest to its objectivity and integrity by divorcing the text from the merely accidental factors pertaining to interests or traits of a personal nature. In other situations, precisely this integrity can be compromised by the anonymity of a text. If anonymity therefore eludes generalized statements, it still retains a capacity to bundle together a miscellany of aspects relating to the dynamic of the book market, the juridical interventions of the state and the normative values held by and applied to the producers of intellectual goods, whether they be erudite scholars or muck-raking journalists. Anonymity thus reveals itself as a key concept in understanding both the autonomy of and the interplay between all these fields. The contributions from the panel’s participants will focus on specific manifestations of the option of anonymity as it presented itself to historical actors in the early modern period. 
“Pharmacy as a Laboratory of Modernity: Science, Culture and Economics in the

Eighteenth Century” (German Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies) Deutsche

Gesellschaft für die Erforschung des 18. Jahrhunderts) (DGEJ) Barry Murnane, Institut für
Germanistik, Martin-Luther-Universität Halle-Wittenberg, 06099 Halle an der Saale, Germany;
Tel: (0049)_345 55 23 595; E-mail: barry.murnane@germanistik.uni-halle.de

From the Early Enlightenment onwards, pharmacy (as discipline) served as a testing ground in which scientific and medical processes and concepts were developed; the pharmacy and pharmaceutical laboratories (as places) were sites in which the material basis of medicinal therapy and modern chemistry was revolutionized, improved and more thoroughly understood. It was furthermore a space in which economic transactions and consumer decisions took place, with the apothecary often being the first option for medical care, thus becoming a ‘laboratory’ in which emerging consumer culture in the Enlightenment began to take shape. In broader cultural discourse, a structural homology can be identified between aesthetic and pharmaceutical discourses, for example where the breakdown of traditional medical hierarchy coincides with the genesis of the new mode of the mock-heroic in Garth’s “Dispensary” or when the imaginary qualities of art and literature are fused with early pharmacological theory. “Pharmacy as a Laboratory of Modernity” aims to reconstruct the history of how medicines were made and consumed and in particular to show how these processes were represented in, and impacted on, cultural production.


For this panel, to be hosted by the DGEJ (German Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies), we welcome contributions addressing these topics from different disciplines. We are particularly interested in papers which discuss (I) the role of pharmacy in the development of ‘new’ chemistry; (II) the material therapy of the human person in the eighteenth century and the pharmaceutical themes implicit therein; (III) social history of pharmacy, including the history of regulation, standardization, advertising, economic contexts; and (IV) cultural representations of this material therapy in the eighteenth century and modern theoretical attempts to contextualize these (e.g. Derrida’s pharmakon).

“Viral Communications and Multimedia of the Eighteenth-Century” (Scholarship Panel
Proposal of the Graduate Student Caucus) Katharine Zimolzak; E-mail: zimolzak@usc.edu

This panel seeks to explore and understand the ways in which eighteenth


century media were produced, popularized, and preserved over time.


Participants are asked to speculate on how and why certain texts, works, or


histories endure in popular memory; such an examination might also clarify


how and why certain media were more popular (or why certain texts were


received more eagerly) than others.


Some questions to consider: In what genres and forms were early viral


communications presented? How did eighteenth century media events affect


contemporaneous consumer markets? What social conditions of the century


allowed the proliferation of multimedia? How was media consumption in the


eighteenth century like or unlike that today? To what extent have


eighteenth- century media events influenced our present notions of the era’s


cultural, literary, political, or social histories? Presenters on this panel


might address any number of media crucial to the fields of eighteenth


century studies, in disciplines such as art history, critical race theory,


gender studies, history, British or American literature, or theater studies.
“After Exoticism” (Roundtable) (Graduate Student Caucus) Laura J. Rosenthal, English
Dept., Tawes Hall, U. of Maryland, College Park 20742; Tel: (301)-405-1408; E-mail:    
lrosent1@umd.edu

The last twenty years have seen considerable interest in European global ambitions, as expressed in literature, art, history, etc. Scholars have become acutely aware of the ways in which representations of the “other” have helped advance the acceptance of imperial violence through orientalist, exoticism, and racialist expressions.  Is there, however, an even richer story yet to be told?  Some very recent work, for example, has suggested that Britain’s own self-representations need to be reconsidered in light of the well-document power of China and the Ottoman Empire.  Others have proposed ways in which literature and other forms of artistic production raise questions about, rather than reinforce imperialist impulses.  For this panel, proposals should address some aspect of this conflict and engage new ways of thinking about the exotic and exoticism in this period.  We welcome proposals from graduate students in any of the multiple disciplines that ASECS encompasses.

“Demystifying the Academic Journal” (Roundtable) (Professionalization Panel Sponsored
by the Graduate Student Caucus) Nicholas E. Miller, Washington U. in St. Louis, 6109
Waterman Boulevard, St. Louis, MO 63112; Tel: (314) 750-8185; E-mail

n.e.miller@wustl.edu

Bringing together scholars, editors, and readers with extensive publishing experience, this roundtable seeks to demystify the process of publishing in academic journals for graduate students and young scholars of the long eighteenth century. Participants will be asked to talk specifically about the nuts and bolts of publication in academic journals: process, timeline, planning, review, etc. Participants will also be asked to offer, more broadly, an assessment of the state of the field regarding publication in academic journals: the future of publication, trends in submissions, online publication, editorial philosophies, etc. Participants are asked to pitch their remarks primarily at graduate students, and are welcome to offer their thoughts on the role that academic journals (and publication) play in the professionalization of young scholars and as a gateway to careers in academia. 
“Johann Gottfried Herder: Narratives of Time, Progress and Surprise” (International
Herder Society) Johannes Schmidt, Dept. of Languages, Clemson U., 706 Strode Tower,
Clemson, SC, 29631; Tel: (864) 656-4299; Fax: (864) 656-0258; E-mail: schmidj@clemson.edu

Johann Gottfried Herder was certainly familiar with the “historical monads” of particular historical times. Concepts of these historical times conflict with narratives of progress. Here differences of the historical periods, persistence, organic, continual and steady growth of an individual period, and obstructions for perpetuity seem to coexist with ideas of advancement, acceleration, and apocalyptical completion of history. Herder criticizes the naive optimism of the early enlightenment, but also adheres to the notion of history’s fulfillment of the human race. How does Herder depict the tension between steadiness of times and progress of history, what solutions if at all are indicated in his writings, and how do his contemporaries react to this? 

Any papers dealing with narratives of temporality, beginnings, ends, death, birth, or change in Herder and/or Herder reception are welcome. 
“Exoticisms: Global Commodity Exchange in the Long Eighteenth Century” (Historians of
Eighteenth-Century Art and Architecture) Christopher Johns, Heidi Strobel, and Amber
Ludwig, for Strobel: Dept. of Archaeology and Art History, 1800 Lincoln Ave., U. of  Evansville,

Evansville, IN, 47722; Tel: (812) 746-9711; Fax: (812) 488-2430; E-mail:   hs40@evansville.edu

Global commodity exchange radically altered European culture in the long eighteenth century. Exoticisms became fundamental to understanding colonization and routes of international exchange, as well as iconographic and stylistic transformations in the arts.


Each paper proposal should define exoticism, its geographical parameters, and its unique and unfamiliar qualities.  The role of material culture, decorative arts, and prints in defining and developing the idea(s) of exoticism(s) is of particular interest.  Interdisciplinary approaches are welcome and encouraged. 

“New Scholar’s Open Session” (Historians of Eighteenth-Century Art and Architecture)
Melissa Hyde, University of Florida and Heidi Kraus, University of Iowa; Tel:  (Hyde) (352) 273

3057; E-mail: mhyde@ufl.edu AND heidiekraus@yahoo.com
This panel, sponsored by the Historians of Eighteenth-Century Art and Architecture, seeks papers that deal with any aspect of visual art and culture, or architecture.  It is open to graduate students (priority will be given to those who are ABD) or who have received the Ph.D. in the past 5 years. 

“Misión y Sumisión: Religion and Power in the Luso-Hispanic World” (Ibero-American
Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies) Madeline Sutherland-Meier, Dept. of Spanish and
Portuguese, The U. of Texas at Austin, Austin TX 78712; Tel: (512) 232-4513; Fax: (512)  471
8073; E-mail: madelinesm@austin.utexas.edu

San Antonio, the host city for the 2012 ASECS meeting, is home to five Spanish missions—San José, Concepción, San Juan, Espada, and San Antonio de Valero (better known as the Alamo)—which flourished in the eighteenth century.  The setting of our meeting is the inspiration for this session sponsored by the Ibero-American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies.  Papers are invited on any aspect of religion and power (not just missions) in Spanish and Portuguese territories in the New World and beyond in the long eighteenth century.  

“Codas to Independence and Epilogues of Empire: 1812 in the Ibero-American World” 
(Ibero-American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies) Enid Valle  AND Ana Hontanilla, 
Kalamazoo College;  U. of North Carolina at Greensboro; Tel: (269) 337-7121;    E-mail:
valle@kzoo.edu AND amhontan@uncg.edu

The year 2012 is the two hundredth anniversary of the creation, formulation and enactment of the Constitution of Cádiz.  This political document represents a major historical event since it signals both the end of the Spanish Empire in the “New World,” as well as the beginning of the wars of Independence; concurrently, the creation of the Cortes (in the absence of King Ferdinand VII) gives rise to a new sense of political self in the Ibero-American world. In the events that led to an upheaval that transformed that world, in the midst of revolution and war, essential ideas of the eighteenth century surfaced, were disputed, abandoned, adopted, and adapted.   

Therefore, these sessions --which are the official seminars of the Ibero-American Society--seek presentations focused  on artistic, cultural, geographical, gendered, historical, political, and religious aspects related to such a sea change. Topics of interest may include but are not limited to: the constitution itself, prominent political figures on both sides of the Atlantic, political consequences for neighboring territories, the role of the literati and artists who reflected on the issues including, but not limited to human relations, freedom, and violence brought about by impending changes, the challenges/successes/failures of the new political projects, societal upheavals, civil rights and wrongs, nation building across imagined and/or real frontiers, international repositioning vis-à-vis the empire, economic development/stagnation, secularization and its impact before and after 1812. 


We encourage interdisciplinary approaches to any topic related to the session’s theme, and welcome proposals from diverse disciplines such as science, art history, literary and religious studies, history, music, philosophy, and feminist cultural studies. 
“Irish Enlightenments/Ireland and Enlightenment IV” (Irish Studies Caucus) Michael Brown,

U. Aberdeen, E-mail: m.brown@abdn.ac.uk
This panel welcomes papers concerned with Ireland's relationship with the history of ideas in the long eighteenth-century.  It invites consideration of ways in which Ireland was influenced by and contributed to a collective European shift in cultural and intellectual paradigms.  In particular, the panel will be interested in papers which challenge prevalent definitions of "Enlightenment" in light of a specifically Irish experience. 
“Sterne, Goldsmith and Ireland” (Irish Studies Caucus) David Clare, U. College Dublin, E-mail: dclare1@eircom.net
The Cork literary critic and fiction writer Daniel Corkery once counted Oliver Goldsmith as one of the Anglo-Irish Protestant writers for whom “Ireland was never a patria in any sense”, and even W.B. Yeats was unsure about Goldsmith’s place in the Irish literary canon. Likewise, commentators and critics regularly ignore the importance of Laurence Sterne’s formative years in Ireland to his future fiction and outlook on life. This panel proposes to redress this balance by exploring the ways in which Ireland and/or Irish writers influenced these brilliant and important Irish-born authors. Proposals will also be considered which trace the importance of Sterne and Goldsmith to later Irish writing.
“Theories and Practices of Translation Among Eighteenth-Century Italian Men and Women of Letters” (Italian Studies Caucus)Francesca Savoia, U. of Pittsburgh, Dept. of French and Italian, 1328 Cathedral of Learn ing, Pittsburgh, PA 15260;  Tel: (412) 624-6265; Fax: (412) 624-6263; E-mail: savoia@pitt.edu

For those among the eighteenth-century Italian intellectuals who were most responsive to the ideas of the Enlightenment, and felt that renovation and progress were attainable through the circulation of those ideas, translation became an indispensable practice. However, the same was true for scores of Italian men and women of letters who were simply trying to make a living as writers, in their country and, more often, abroad. This session invites contributions that explore and illustrate the various reasons why translation acquired particular importance for Italian literati still struggling to give congruity and identity to their language, and wishing to secure a role to themselves and their culture in modern Europe.

“The Cultural Life of Things. Material Culture in the Long Italian Eighteenth-Century”
(Italian Studies Caucus) Irene Zanini-Cordi, Modern Languages and Linguistics, 303A
Diffenbaugh Building, Florida State U., 625 U. Way, Tallahassee, FL; Tel: (850) 570-9047; Fax:
(850) 644-0524; E-mail: izaninicordi@fsu.edu

Letters, books, paintings, fashion items, collections of minerals or archeological artifacts, gardens, buildings, and a myriad of other “things” that we encounter as treasured possessions or objects of desire in different expressions of eighteenth-century life, have a story to tell and, as Bill Brown points out in “Thing Theory”, should be part of a critical discourse.  This panel aims at exploring how objects and commodities can be placed in a cultural and/or social perspective. Papers addressing how inanimate objects influenced issues of subjectivity, gender, sexuality, artistic and scientific knowledge, and “nationalism” in eighteenth-century Italy are welcome.

“The Lives of the Poets”  (Roundtable)  (The Johnson Society of the Central Region)

George Justice, 210 Jesse Hall, Graduate School, U.of Missouri, Columbia, MO 65211; Tel: (573)

884-1402; E-mail: JusticeG@Missouri.edu
“Samuel Johnson, His Circle, and the City” (Samuel Johnson Society of the West) Myron
D. Yeager, Dept. of English, Chapman U., One U. Drive, 
Orange, CA 92866; Tel: 
(714) 997-6653; Fax: (714) 997-6697; E-mail: yeager@chapman.edu

This session, sponsored by the Samuel Johnson Society of the West, invites papers that investigate the role of the city in the works of Samuel Johnson and his circle.  Papers that explore the social, political, or intellectual perceptions of the city in the works of Johnson and his circle or examine how the city offers thematic or aesthetic significance are particularly encouraged.  Papers may address how depictions of the city inform a reading of a text or propose ways in which the changes in urban life contribute to an understanding of the text.   

“Scotland and Ireland in the Eighteenth Century” (The Keough-Naughton Institute for Irish

Studies) Christopher Fox, Dept. of Irish Language and Literature, 422 Flanner Hall, U. of Notre

Dame, Notre Dame, IN 46556; Tel: (574) 631-3555; Fax: (574) 631-3620; E-mail: cfox@nd.edu
(The Keough-Naughton Institute for Irish Studies) Christopher Fox, Dept. of Irish Language
and Literature, 422 Flanner Hall, U. of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN 46556; Tel: (574) 631-3555;
Fax: (574) 631-3620; E-mail: cfox@nd.edu
“Poetologies of Progress: Conceptions of Societal Advancement in Lessing’s “Die

Erziehung des Menschengeschlechts” and Other Writings” (Lessing Society) 

Seth Berk,  Germanics Dept., U. of Washington, 340-C Denny Hall, Box 353130, Seattle, WA 98195; Tel: (206) 543-4580; Fax: (206) 685-9063; E-mail: sberk25@u.washington.edu

This session would like to encourage the submission of papers centered around the examination of various notions of progress found in the works of G.E. Lessing. “Die Erziehung des Menschengeschlechts” (1777) will serve as the primary foil for our discussions of Lessing’s progressive tendencies. Written as a critique of religious fundamentalism (à la Goeze), “Erziehung” imbricates itself within a historical context of ongoing social and political transformations as a diatribe for human betterment. Some possible discourses of progress open to analysis would be, but are not limited to:


Political (cosmopolitanism v. nationalism, democracy v. tyranny, etc.)


Social (emancipation of women, human rights, civil freedoms)


Technological/Cultural (didactic tools, like the theater and literature)


Nature (early models of evolution, humans as nature’s telos)


Religious (hierarchization, tolerance, reason v. a salto mortale)


How do Lessing’s aesthetic theories, literary writings, dramas, theories of dramaturgy, and fables also evoke notions of progress? 

“Gender and/or Race and Life Stories” (Mid-Western American Society for  Eighteenth
Century Studies)  Kit Kincade, Dept. of English, Indiana State U., Terre Haute, IN 47809; Tel:

(812) 237-3173; Fax: (812) 237-3156; E-mail: Kit.Kincade@indstate.edu

This panels, sponsored by MWASECS, seeks to investigate the impact that gender, race, or both, may have on telling a life story, whether it be one’s own story or the manipulations of a biographer. 
“Gender Outlaws” (Mid-Western American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies) 

Jenni Frangos, Dept. of English, U. of Missouri–Kansas City, 5100 Rockhill Rd., Kansas City MO 64110; Tel: (816) 235-2559; Fax: (816) 235-1308; E-mail: frangosj@umkc.edu
This panel will explore eighteenth-century figures who live on, or navigate the borders of, what has been come to be understood as normative (hetero)sexuality: rakes, mollies, confirmed bachelors, spinsters, female husbands and their wives, prostitutes, adulterers, hermaphrodites, and the like. Papers could engage Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick’s call to explore “perversions” that have not survived to become distinct modern sexual identities; take up Judith Halberstam’s suggestion that such “marginal” figures both were defined through and helped to define contemporary national, class, sexual, literary, and historical discourses; examine particular individuals (Rochester, Anne Grandjean, the Chevalier d’Eon, Anne Lister) or characters (M. Thing, Roxana, Fanny Hill, Harriot Freke); or theorize the eighteenth-century relationship between body, identity, and sexual practice(s). 
“Mozart's Chamber Music and its Contexts” (Mozart Society of America) Laurel E. Zeiss,
8248 Mosswood Dr. Woodway, TX 76712; Tel: (254) 741-9716; E-mail: Laurel_Zeiss@baylor.edu

This session will explore Mozart's chamber music and its eighteenth-century contexts. Possible topics might include Mozart's music vis-à-vis that of other composers of the time and the dissemination and reception of Mozart's chamber works.  When, where, and how was this music performed? What role did publications and arrangements play in its reception? In what contexts do we hear this music today? How do these differ from the eighteenth century?  Papers that address the role of chamber music in eighteenth-century novels, plays, diaries, paintings and prints would also be welcome.  This could possibly become a double session if there is enough interest. 

“Mozart and the Allegorical Stage” (Mozart Society of America) Edmund J. Goehring, U. of

Western Ontario; E-mail: egoehrin@uwo.ca

Surveying the theater scene in 1800, the poet Christoph Kuffner offers a brief reflection on allegory. He grants allegorical drama a place in an earlier, “unlettered” (“ungebildete”) age, but less so in the present. Allegory in his day has lost touch with its pious roots, and what’s left, says Kuffner, appeals mostly to the cruder appetites, like those for lampoonery and satire.


The conception of allegory as a superannuated form of theater predominated in Vienna’s Enlightened circles; it also carries (under a different aspect) some authority in present-day Mozart scholarship. Especially when it comes to the Da Ponte operas, Mozart’s operatic achievement is often cast in implicitly anti-allegorical language—for example, as a triumph over the fixed character, the predictable situation, or the old convention in favor of a more dynamic, interior sense of theater.


Some recent scholarship, however, has argued for a more robust presence of allegory in the latter half of the eighteenth century, a line of thought that will be the point of departure for this proposed panel. Although the focus is on Mozart, papers that explore allegory more broadly are encouraged. Topics might involve, for example, allegorical interpretations of specific dramatic works, allegory in relation to particular genres or to the visual arts, theories of allegory, political and religious contexts for allegory, or allegory in eighteenth-century reception (as critics wrestled with the works of Shakespeare, for example).

“Contemporary novelists on the Eighteenth Century” (Roundtable) (New Lights Forum:
Contemporary Perspectives on the Enlightenment) Lee Morrissey, 309 Oak Street,
Clemson, SC, 29631; Tel: 011 353 (0)85 703 8912 (Ireland); Fax: (864) 656 1345; E-mail:
lmorris@clemson.edu

This panel asks why so many recent novels have been set in the eighteenth century. Papers about contemporary novels in the eighteenth century and from contemporary novelists are solicited.  David Liss, author of Conspiracy of Paper and other novels set in the eighteenth century, will present.  What does the eighteenth-century offer contemporary novelists?  Historical analogues?  Intertextual production?  Formative colonial connections?  Affective individualism?  Ripping good yarns?  
“Illustrating the Enlightenment: Comparing Contemporary Book Illustrations to their
Eighteenth Century Counterparts” (New Lights Forum: Contemporary Perspectives on the
Enlightenment) Jennifer Vanderheyden, 375 Still Water Court, Dousman, WI 53118; Tel: (508)
981-0495; Fax: (414) 288-7653; E-mail: jennifer.vanderheyden@marquette.edu
This panel seeks to explore any differences in the images used to illustrate eighteenth century editions of texts (such as, but not limited to, novels), compared with their contemporary editions. For example, do current illustrations change or influence markedly the reader's understanding of the text? If we apply recent approaches regarding gaze theory or the changing concept of the image, does this in any way distort the "intended" reception of the text in its eighteenth century context? Should these possible differences even be considered? 
“Laclos’s Les Liaisons Dangeruses and Its Adaptations” (Northeast American Society for
Eighteenth-Century Studies)  John C. O'Neal, Dept. of French, Hamilton College, 198 College
Hill Rd., Clinton, NY  13323; Tel:  (315) 859-4212; Fax:  (315) 859-4687; E-mail:
joneal@mail.hamilton.edu

Choderlos de Laclos's 1782 novel of seduction and revenge, in addition to being perennially popular in itself, has lent itself to numerous adaptations, including a stage play by Christopher Hampton, several film adaptations, a French television miniseries, and an opera.  The special session invites papers on any aspect of this topic, including the novel itself or any of its adaptations.
"The Eighteenth Century on Film" (Northeast American Society for Eighteenth-Century

Studies) John H. O'Neill, English, Hamilton College; Tel: (315) 853-3145; E-mail:
joneill@hamilton.edu

The session encourages proposals for papers on any aspect of this topic, including film adaptations of eighteenth century narratives (for example, "The Castaway," "Tom Jones"), films set in the period (e.g., "Stage Beauty," "Amazing Grace"), and film exploration of eighteenth-century history (e.g., Peter Watkins's "Culloden," Sofia Coppola's "Marie Antoinette"). Although the session is sponsored by NEASECS, any member of ASECS is welcome to submit a proposal.
“The Wit and Wisdom of Eighteenth-Century Thought” (Northwest Society for Eighteenth

Century Studies - NWSECS) Marvin Lansverk, English Dept., Montana State U., Bozeman, MT

59717; Tel: (406) 994-5198; Fax: (406) 994-2422; E-mail: lansverk@english.montana.edu
NWSECS, as an affiliate society, has offered two panels at ASECS conferences in recent years.  This one, as ours tend to be, is meant to be somewhat broadly focused, in traditional format, with room for four 18 minute papers. The topic here is meant to invite papers on a range of subjects surrounding wit, humor, sententiousness, didacticism, and/or their combination.  

“Listening In on the Long Eighteenth Century: Noise, Sounds, Hubbub, Cacophony,
Harmony, the Auditory, Recitation, Hearing, Overhearing” (Northwest Society for
Eighteenth-Century Studies – NWSECS) Marvin Lansverk, English Dept., Montana State U.,

Bozeman, MT 59717; Tel: (406) 994-5198; Fax: (406) 994-2422; E-mail:
lansverk@english.montana.edu

NWSECS, as an affiliate society, has offered two panels at ASECS conferences in recent years.  This one, as ours tend to be, is meant to be somewhat broadly focused, in traditional format, with room for four 18 minute papers. The topic here is meant to invite papers on a range of subjects surrounding the auditory, from sounds and noise in poetry and other texts, to the scientific study of sounds, to the thematization of the auditory.   
“Reading Richardson in the New Mid-Century” (Roundtable) (Samuel Richardson

Society) Emily Friedman, Dept. of English, Auburn U., 9030 Haley Center, Auburn, AL 36849;
Tel: (281) 830-3447; E-mail: ecfriedman@auburn.edu

Often work about other authors of the mid-century (mostly women writers) has been in light of the work of Samuel Richardson (and/or the other towering figure of mid-century, Henry Fielding).  However, as work such as Susan Carlile's 2011 collection "Masters of the Marketplace" and others have shown, we are engaged in reconsidering how the mid-century worked, what it produced, and how influence operates.

Thus, in this roundtable, we propose to flip the script, reading Richardson in light of increasingly-canonical figures of mid-century, such as Charlotte Lennox, Sarah Fielding, and the like.  We therefore particularly invite non-Richardsonians (in the spirit of the Johnson Society's "I'm not a Johnsonian, but..." panel), and even non-novel-studies folks, who work primarily on other figures important to the mid-century (here defined as the 1740s and 50s primarily), to read Richardson through their particular controlling lenses.  We hope that this will be a roundtable that brings together a cast of perhaps-unlikely panelists for a lively discussion of the shape of a new mid-century.

“Samuel Richardson’s Narrative Forms” (Samuel Richardson Society) Louise Curran, Dept.
of English Language and Literature, U. College London, Gower Street, London WC1E 6BT; Tel:

(00 44) 7811 287 715; E-mail: louise.curran@ucl.ac.uk (from October 2011 my email address will

be l.c.curran.98@cantab.net )

Discussions of Samuel Richardson at recent conferences have attended to the wide range of narrative forms in his writing, addressing specific literary devices (his use of anecdote and allusion) and wider theoretical concerns (the erotics of form in the eighteenth-century novel).  This panel will examine the place of form in the study of Richardson’s writings. Papers are invited which address the place of ‘formalist’ criticism in the study of his novels and other works, and which question how narrative form relates to broader questions of historical, thematic, and cultural import.  Specific topics might include investigations of Richardson’s epistolary discourse; his plots and digressions; the relationship between first-person narration and dialogue; the physical form of books; the use of the paratext (prefaces, introductions, illustrations, advertisements) in relation to the main text; authorial control and textual instability; the place of non-fictional writing within Richardson’s oeuvre.  We welcome papers on these topics or related interventions, which will both stimulate and provoke further debate about the complexity of Richardson’s modes of writing and narration.

“Rousseau at 300” (Rousseau Association) Byron R. Wells, Dept. of Romance Languages,

Wake Forest U., Winston-Salem, NC 27109; E-mail: wells@wfu.edu
“Varieties of Enlightenment in Scotland and America” (Eighteenth-Century Scottish

Studies) Mark G. Spencer, Dept. of History, Brock U., St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada, L2S 3A1; 
Tel: (905) 688-5550, x 3506; Fax:(905) 984-4849; E-mail: mspencer@brocku.ca
The Enlightenment has been the focus of exciting scholarly attention in recent years. Of course, there is also an established historiography concerned with the connections between eighteenth-century Scotland and America. This interdisciplinary panel seeks papers that contribute to this historiography (new and/or old) by illuminating aspects of the many and varied links between the Enlightenments in Scotland and America.

“Irish and Scottish Articulations in the Eighteenth Century” (Roundtable) (Eighteenth
Century Scottish Studies Society and Irish Studies Caucus) Leith Davis, Dept. of English,
Simon Fraser U., Burnaby, BC Canada, V5A 1S6; Tel: (778) 782-4833; Fax: (778) 782-5737; E

mail: leith@sfu.ca

This roundtable, jointly sponsored by the Eighteenth-century Scottish Studies Society and the Irish Caucus, will explore the numerous and varied connections (and possibly disconnections) between the cultures of Ireland and Scotland in the eighteenth century.  The topic is broadly defined in order to provide space for many different perspectives.  As well as working to cross national boundaries, the panel will also attempt to cross participatory boundaries. Panelists will present 10-minute (maximum) descriptions of their research.  Their presentations will be followed by a discussion involving both panelists and audience members.  

“Gender and/in Eighteenth-Century Scotland” (Eighteenth-Century Scottish Studies
Society) Leith Davis, Dept. of English, Simon Fraser U., Burnaby, BC Canada, V5A 1S6; Tel:
(778) 782-4833; Fax: (778) 782-5737; E-mail: leith@sfu.ca

This panel will explore the intersections of gender and Scotland in the eighteenth century.  Possible topics include (but are not limited to): uses of gender in Scottish writing, Scottish women writers, gender and national identity, the gendered representation of Scotland, engendering Enlightenment, gender and the Scottish gothic. 

“Adam Smith Now” (International Adam Smith Society) (Roundtable) Catherine Labio, Dept.
of English, U. of Colorado at Boulder, UCB 226, Boulder, CO  80309; Tel: (303)  492-6321; Fax:

(303) 492-8904; E-mail: catherine.labio@colorado.edu

In 2011, the International Adam Smith Society was granted affiliate status in ASECS.  We would like to take this opportunity to invite scholars from a wide range of disciplines to participate in a roundtable discussion on  the reasons behind the recent surge of interest in the works of Adam Smith.  Please submit a 300 word statement explaining what has led you to study Smith’s works, what you see as the key issues and challenges in Smith studies today, and what question you would most like to see discussed in the roundtable.  Also include a 2-page cv. 
“Adam Smith and the Enlightenment: Outlier or Standard-bearer?” (International Adam
Smith Society) Neven Leddy, #27 – 3677 Ste-Famille, Montreal, Qc, H2X 2L5; Tel: (514) 991

3120; Email: NBLeddy@gmail.com

This session seeks to address Adam Smith’s place in the Scottish Enlightenment.  While David Hume has long been considered in – but somehow not of – the Scottish Enlightenment, Smith has had an uncomplicated association from the time of Dugald Stewart’s hagiographical essays dating from the 1790s.  Historians of ideas in Scotland have begun to nuance this approach, by suggesting that Smith did not necessarily fit well with a scientific and clerical Enlightenment that, in any case, predated Smith’s moral and economic contributions.  We invite contributions that address Smith’s place in the Scottish or broader European Enlightenment.  It is hoped that papers will offer a model of Enlightenment as a context for Smith’s specific contributions.

“Directing Light and Adjusting Outlooks: Mirrors, Lenses, Windows, Reflections,

Refractions, Translucencies” (South Central Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies) Kevin

L. Cope, Dept. of English, Louisiana State U., Baton Rouge, Louisiana   70803; Tel: (225) 578

2864: Fax: (225) 751-3161; E-mail: jovialintelligence@cox.net or encope@lsu.edu 
Whether in literature, art, philosophy, or science, long eighteenth-century culture abounds in light-transmitting or light-bending or otherwise light-adjusting technology.  Some of this technology is taken for granted (for example, the ordinary window) yet is nevertheless repeatedly highlighted in novels or in genre paintings or even in descriptions of laboratory processes.  The highlighting of light-transmitting objects stands in contrast to the objective of these tools, which, purportedly, is the commentary-free transmission of information.  Light-transmitting objects also played formidable roles in not only practical science but in the imaginative representation of scientific activity, whether in Wright of Derby’s paintings or popular accounts of the Herschel telescopes.  More delicate glass-enabled manipulations of light characterized such entertainment modalities as the eidophusikon or magic lantern.  This panel will be the first to address the question of light manipulation directly rather than as a side-issue in miscellaneous arts and sciences.  It will welcome papers from any discipline while drawing attention to the pervasiveness of this concern and this trope in a variety of pursuits.

“Authors and Readers in the Eighteenth Century” (Society for the History of Authorship,
Reading, and Publishing --- SHARP) Marta Kvande, Dept. of English, Box 43091, Texas Tech
U., Lubbock, TX 79409-3091; E-mail: marta.kvande@ttu.edu

The eighteenth century was a period of enormous changes, including changes in the marketplace for texts, in the dominant means of producing and circulating texts, in the costs and availability of texts, in the laws governing copyright, and in the practice of reviewing, among many others.  All of these changes influenced ideas about who did and should read as well as what and how they should read and how readers were affected by what they read. In much the same way, these changes reshaped the notion of what it meant to be an author: beliefs about who wrote, who should write, why they wrote, and their relationship to the texts they wrote all underwent major revisions during the course of the eighteenth century.  This panel seeks papers on any and all aspects of authorship and reception during the period.  


Proposers need not be members of SHARP to submit, but panelists must be members of both ASECS and SHARP in order to present. For questions about SHARP membership, please direct inquiries to Eleanor F. Shevlin, Membership Secretary, at eshevlin@wcupa.edu 
“Reading Texts and Contexts in the Eighteenth Century” (Society for the History of

Authorship, Reading, and Publishing --- SHARP) Shannon L. Reed, Cornell College, 600 First
St., SW, Mount Vernon IA 52314; Tel: (319) 895-4329; Fax: (319) 895-4284; E-mail:  
sreed@cornellcollege.edu

The eighteenth century witnessed significant changes in the availability of reading material and the types of material available. Shifting literacy rates, the proliferation of new genres, and the growth of circulating libraries and reading societies produced both interest and anxiety over how readers read specific texts and how they read in specific contexts. Commentary about how people should read these different texts and how people read in different contexts---as consumers, as critics, as keepers of commonplace books—appeared in essays, novels, poems, periodicals, pamphlets, and more. This panel invites papers on any and all aspects of reading texts and contexts in the eighteenth century.  Proposers need not be members of SHARP to submit, but panelists must be members of both ASECS and SHARP in order to present. For questions about SHARP membership, please direct inquiries to Eleanor F. Shevlin, Membership Secretary, at eshevlin@wcupa.edu 
“Eighteenth-Century America in the World” (Society of Early Americanists) Kristina Bross,

English Dept., Purdue U., 500 Oval Drive, W. Lafayette, IN 47907; Tel: (765) 494-3745; Fax:

(765) 494-3780; E-mail: Bross@Purdue.edu
Papers are invited that consider the place of early American studies in a transatlantic, transnational, and/or global context. 
“Revisiting Borderlands in Early America” (Society of Early Americanists) Laura Stevens,

English Dept., U. of Tulsa, 800 S. Tucker Dr. Tulsa, OK 74104; Tel: (918) 631-2859; Fax: (918)
631-3033; E-mail: laura-stevens@utulsa.edu

This panel will consider the location and nature of borderlands in early America, even as it interrogates the use and significance of this term alongside terms such as “contact zones” and “The Middle Ground.” 
“Folie(s) des lumières”  (Society for Eighteenth-Century French Studies) Wendy Carson

Yoder, U. of Louisville, Humanities 302-C, Louisville, KY 40292; Tel: (502) 550-9424 – Cell; E-

mail:  wendy.yoder@louisville.edu
Epoque à jamais associée avec l’importance de la raison dans la compréhension des connaissances, l’Age des Lumières se prête néanmoins de manière admirable à une examination de la notion de folie(s) dans toutes ses dimensions et interprétations au dix-huitième siècle.  Qu’il s’agisse de folie(s) en tant que maladie mentale, passion, égarement, sottise, ou tout simplement une forme de construction architecturale, le mot évoque une multiplicité de significations qui, loin de contredire ou même de trahir les thèmes de cet âge, permettent plutôt un approfondissement valuable des idées des sentiments, des valeurs, des auteurs, et des arts qui définissent la période.

Les intervenants intéressés sont invités à envoyer un résumé de 250 mots ainsi que leur CV à wendy.yoder@louisville.edu
“Jeux D’esprit” (Society for Eighteenth-Century French Studies) Fabienne Moore, U. of
Oregon, Dept. of romance Languages, Eugene, OR 97403; Tel: (541) 346-4032; Fax:            

(541) 346-4030; E-mail: FMOORE@UOREGON.EDU

According to the Dictionnaire de l’Académie (first edition, 1694), “On appelle jeux d'esprit, des productions d’esprit qui ont plus de gentillesse que de solidité, comme les anagrammes, les énigmes, les bouts-rimés,” while the 1762 fourth edition adds: “On appelle jeux d'esprit, certains petits jeux où l'on joue quelquefois, & qui demandent quelque facilité, quelque agrément d'esprit.”  Defined by their frivolity, “jeux d’esprit” are reflective of the creative and social practices of a society of leisure that valued humor and surprise. But what was the significance of these seemingly insignificant linguistic gestures? This panel welcomes papers that investigate the social and textual practice or pastime of “jeux d'esprit,” as such, or that play upon the term “esprit,” with all of its philosophical, linguistic, and religious connotations.  Contributions from all fields welcome, interdisciplinary approaches encouraged.  Send abstracts in French or English to Fabienne Moore fmoore@uoregon.edu.
“Music in the Eighteenth Century” (Society for Eighteenth-Century Music) Guido Oliveri, E-

mail: olivieri@mail.utexas.edu

The session will explore a topical series of 3-4 papers on music and society in the eighteenth century.

“Investigating Women’s Health in the Eighteenth Century” (Southeastern American

Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies) Elizabeth A. Kuipers, Georgia Southwestern State U.,
Dept. of English and Modern Languages, 800 GSW St. Univ. Dr., Americus, GA 31709; Tel: (229)
931-2187; Fax: (229) 931-2197; E-mail: ear@canes.gsw.edu

Building on two successful conference sessions from SEASECS 2011, this panel will continue to explore the changing nature of the treatment of and attitudes towards women’s health issues in the long eighteenth century.  Possible topics might include issues of maternity, “hysteria,” and breast cancer. Areas of interest include visual artistic depictions of women’s health, fictional and/or poetic textual descriptions of women’s health issues, and historical analyses of women’s health issues.

“1795-1815: Quelle littérature après ‘vingt ans de Révolution’ ?” (Germaine de Staël
Society for Revolutionary and Romantic Studies, and the Société des études staëliennes)
Stéphanie Genand, Université de Rouen, Institut universitaire de France AND Nanette Le Coat,
Trinity U.; Tel: (210) 999-7550 (tel. N. Le Coat); Fax: (210) 999-8370 (fax. N. Le Coat); E-mail:
stephanie.genand@univ-rouen.fr / nlecoat@trinity.edu

Aux détracteurs des Lumières qui considèrent la Révolution comme responsable de la stérilité littéraire de la fin du siècle, l’œuvre de Germaine de Staël apporte un spectaculaire démenti : la fiction, une fois écartée la parenthèse incompréhensible du « règne de Robespierre », occupe une place décisive dans le paysage de l’après Terreur. Loin de la congédier, les soubresauts de l’histoire l’érigent au contraire en instrument privilégié de la connaissance des passions et de la violence qui clôt le siècle philosophe. Une telle ambition requiert pourtant des œuvres à la hauteur d’un objectif qui ne dissocie plus l’invention de la morale ni de la politique. Le concept de « littérature », officialisé sous la plume de Staël en 1800, dessine les contours d’une création désormais traversée par la conscience de l’histoire. Le tournant des Lumières, à rebours de son image traditionnelle de parenthèse sans couleurs ni identité esthétique, apparaît dès lors comme une période cruciale de redéfinition des modèles et des genres. Les auteurs, conscients d’appartenir à un âge incertain, inscrivent leurs productions dans la nécessaire refonte des perspectives littéraires : « Vingt ans de Révolution ont donné à l’imagination d’autres besoins que ceux qu’elle éprouvait quand les romans de Crébillon peignaient l’amour et la société du temps », lit-on dans De l’Allemagne (IIe partie, chap. 15, « De l’art dramatique. »).


Si elle structure l’ensemble de l’œuvre staëlienne, des traités esthétiques aux romans publiés sous le Consulat, cette quête d’une littérature post-révolutionnaire caractérise la plupart des fictions qui paraissent entre les deux siècles. Romans d’émigration, nouvelles historiques, préfaces engagées qui rappellent la nécessaire redéfinition des genres et de leurs prérogatives, les exemples abondent de la complexité du tournant des Lumières. Cette session se propose d’explorer ces années 1795-1815 à l’aune de l’articulation problématique entre littérature et histoire : comment la fiction se redéfinit-elle ? Quels sont les modèles capables de revivifier le roman de l’après Terreur ? Peut-on raconter la Révolution ou composer une œuvre affranchie de ce contexte sans précédent ?


Les communications, d’une durée de 20 minutes, pourront être données en anglais ou en français. Les propositions de communication (titre et résumé de 250 mots, affiliation institutionnelle) devront être envoyées avant le 15 septembre 2011 à l’adresse suivante : stephanie.genand@univ-rouen.fr.\
“Network Theory and Practice:  Germaine de Staël and Coppet as a Communicative Web”

(Germaine de Staël Society for Revolutionary and Romantic Studies, and the Société des
études staëliennes)  Karyna Szmurlo, Dept. of Languages, Clemson U., Clemson, SC 29634;

Tel: (864) 654-1815 (home); Fax: (864) 656-0258; E-mail: skaryna@clemson.edu

The session proposes to explore the relevance of social network theory to twenty-first century Staël studies. We invite papers on the cosmopolitan networking strategies of Germaine de Staël and those of her cohort of collaborators. Recent research in the social network theory and social history has brought sharply into view displacement, interference, and interaction in the post-Revolutionary world, while shedding new light on the concept and mission of  the Coppet Group. Long seen as an egocentric unit of intellectuals revolving around the prominent hostess in her château on the Lake Leman near Geneva, the Coppet phenomenon may also be considered as an open exocentric network of people from different countries, tongues, and religions--from highly heterogeneous backgrounds--participating in social transfers in a variety of ways.


In addition to proposals debating transnational and transdisciplinary sites of exchange, this session aims to examine Staël’s communicative skills and performance as a mediator working in different societal spheres and language codes. As the master of propaganda and self-promotion, the “great enthusiast of medias”, that Julia Kristeva once called her, Staël was able to stir public opinion in  promoting her own works and those of her collaborators while evading the web of censorship surrounding her. How was her mode or her model received cross-culturally?


Proposals may focus on Staël's political activism, e.g. her clandestine pan-European network preventing the massacre of a number of revolutionary refugees; skillful escape missions for prisoners all across Europe, private and public appeals, etc. Our Society is particularly interested in international and French epistolary commerce, the circulation of information in journals, brochures and pamphlets, as well as in collaborative writing, editing, and advertising. 
“Recent Research on Voltaire” (Voltaire Society of America) Jack Iverson, Whitman College,
Walla Walla, WA 99362; Tel: (509) 526-4750; Fax: (509)  527-5039; E-mail:

iversojr@whitman.edu
This session welcomes all proposals dealing with Voltaire studies, broadly conceived, in French or English.
“Social networks and transnational Collaboration” (Western Society for Eighteenth

Century Studies) Alessa Johns, Dept of English, UC-Davis, Davis, CA; Tel: (530) 758-5712; E-

mail: amjohns@ucdavis.edu

This session will consider the impact of international social networks and collaboration, both formal and informal,  in the long eighteenth century. How did such connections further and shape cultural transfer?  
“The Medical Gothic” (Western Society for Eighteenth Century Studies) Lisa Forman Cody,

Dept. of History, Claremont McKenna College Claremont CA,  91711; Tel: (909) 621-8117; E-

mail: lisa.cody@cmc.edu

This interdisciplinary panel will appeal to scholars in literature, history, history of medicine and science, philosophy, art history and museum studies. Possible topics would include Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein of course, but also eighteenth-century anti-masturbatory texts that use gothic and romantic devices to capture the terror and danger of this sexual act. I would hope that historians of medicine and/or museum studies would be particularly interested in presenting work on the presentation and framing of dissection, anatomical displays, and medical practice. I intend to serve as chair of the panel and will urge scholars who use one of the great WSECS resources—the Dibner History of Science and the LACMA Medical materials at the Huntington Library to present a paper that highlights some of the Library’s extraordinary examples of “medical gothic.”

“Revisiting the Quarrel of the Ancients and Moderns”  (Western Society for Eighteenth-

Century Studies) Timothy Erwin, Dept. of English, U. of Nevada, Las Vegas; Tel: (702) 895
3734; Fax: (702) 895-4801; E-mail: timothy.erwin@unlv.edu

Papers are invited on any aspect of the querelle des anciens et des modernes, whether in French or British studies and whether treating of cultural politics, literary criticism, the birth of aesthetics, or culture wars more generally.  

“Gender, Sex, Species: Women and Other Animals” (Women’s Caucus Scholarly Panel)
Rivka Swenson, 900 Park Ave., 306 Hibbs Bldg., P.O. Box 842005, Richmond, VA 23284-2005; 
Tel: (804) 564-4939; Fax: (804) 828-8684; E-mail: rswenson@vcu.edu

Although by the Restoration it had been some fourteen centuries since Aretaeus called the uterus “an animal within an animal,” the second clause of this panel’s title is issued only partly in jest. Keywords and keyphrases for this CFP include but are not limited to: taxonomies pre- and post- Erasmus Darwin; women, animals, and the Great Chain of Being; women and pets; women and the consumption of animals or animal products; women’s rights and animal rights; women, animals, and the London fairs; antecedents to and legacies of Mary Toft; women’s scientific writing about animals; Margery Pinchwife’s squirrel and Atamadoul-as-monkey; women, animals, and aesthetics; women, animals, and metaphor; the import, for women, of Restoration and Eighteenth-Century terminology (official or cant) and theory about trans-species, transgender, transsexual; scientific, medical, philosophical, legal, literary, pictorial, and popular engagement with models of sexual or gendered human difference based on received wisdom about animals or observations of animal behavior. The geographical provenance of texts, documents, and other sources is open; the Women’s Caucus seeks a range of approaches to the 2012 topic—in the form of 4 to 6 shorter papers, held strictly to time—that will inaugurate a vigorous discussion of current and future directions on theories of gender, sex, species, and the status and reality of women and other animals.

“Hard Times: Women Scholars and the Dynamics of Economic Recession” (Roundtable)

(Women’s Caucus)  Christine Clark-Evans and Linda Zionkowski; Christine Clark-Evans, Dept.
of French and Francophone Studies, Pennsylvania State U., 237 Burrowes Bld., U. Park, PA

16802; Tel (814) 865-1960; Fax (814) 863-1103; E-mail: cxc22@psu.edu AND Linda Zionkowski,

Dept. of English, Ohio U., 369 Ellis Hall, Athens, OH  45701; Tel: (740) 593-2838; Fax: (740) 593

2832; Email: zionkows@ohio.edu

Women comprise a large percentage of those who lost money, assets, and opportunity in every financial, social, and professional category as the result of the current economic recession and the slashing of governmental and private institutional budgets. Women scholars in graduate school face contracting programs and stipends. New women Ph.D.s and assistant professors, too often subject to the "last-hired, first-fired" regulation, deal with departmental budget cuts, larger classes, fewer publication venues, and reduced tenure and promotion rates. Adjuncts or part-time faculty face the greatest degree of uncertainty about their job security, as their employment might fluctuate greatly from term to term, or be eliminated completely without warning.   Associate professors took a succession of hard hits in pension, health, and retirement plans and have fewer prospects for promotion to full professor or lateral transfers in their own and other institutions. Full professors have almost no prospects for hiring outside of their institution, fewer graduate students to teach and supervise, and no pay increases, if not unpaid furloughs. And all are vulnerable to the domino effect when budget cuts are compounded with union busting and the open and indirect attacks made on the humanities and the legitimacy of women's studies and related disciplines. In an effort to conceive and share strategies for survival, this roundtable invites women scholars who are faculty, graduate students, administrators, and independent scholars at various stages in their careers to speak to a broad set of these intellectual and professional questions. We are counting on women scholars, as with other problems and dilemmas, to have different perspectives and potential resources based on their consciousness and lived experience. 
“Let’s Get Engaged! Can Teaching Early Modern Women in the 21st Century Be

Relevant?” (Education Panel sponsored by the Women’s Caucus) Peggy Schaller, Modern
Languages and Cultures, CBX046, Georgia College & State U., Milledgeville, GA 31061; Tel:

(478) 445-5118; E-mail: peggy.schaller@gcsu.edu

Engaged learning is a buzz phrase on almost every campus today. Yet literature, history, and other disciplines continue to teach the eighteenth century by applying traditional approaches to a twentieth-century canon. This panel is interested in exploring applications of engaged learning principles to teaching eighteenth-century women and their works of literature, music, art, and other period formats.  Indeed, current teaching methods should reflect the creative originality of the Early Modern women they are introducing to students in the classroom.


Panelists might discuss service learning programs, digital humanities projects, undergraduate research, or other innovative projects. Single class sessions and long-term projects are equally welcome. Interactive demonstrations are particularly encouraged.

“Innovative Course Design” ASECS, PO Box 7867, Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem,

NC 27109; Tel: (336) 727-4694; E-mail: ASECS@wfu.edu

Proposals should be for a new approach to teaching a unit within a course on the eighteenth century, covering perhaps one to four weeks of instruction, or for an entire new course. For example, participants may offer a new approach to a specific work or theme, a comparison of two related works from different fields (music and history, art and theology), an interdisciplinary approach to a particular social or historical event, new uses of instructional technology (e.g., web sites, internet resources and activities), or a new course that has never been taught or has been taught only very recently for the first time. Participants are encourage to include why books and topics were selected and how they worked. Applicants should submit five (5) copies of a 3-5 page proposal (double-spaced) and should focus sharply on the leading ideas distinguishing the unit to be developed. Where relevant, a syllabus draft of the course should also be provided. Only submissions by ASECS members will be accepted. A $500 award will be presented to each of the participants, and they will be invited to submit a twelve-page account of the unit or course, with a syllabus or other supplementary materials for publication on the website.
“The Media Revolution that Ushered in the Eighteenth Century: An artist's perspective [or:

The Illusionist: A Tale of Art and Illusion at the Threshold of the Modern Information Age]”
Dror Wahrman, Indiana U.; E-mail: dwahrman@indiana.edu

The media revolution of the turn of the eighteenth-century can be described as "Print 2.0", invoking obvious parallels to the present. The era of durable books did not end, but was suddenly overshadowed by a new economy of information, circulating much faster, farther and more broadly than ever before. But at what cost? This talk will tell the unknown tale of one extraordinary turn-of-the-eighteenth-century artist who took on this question with unusual insight. For this purpose he developed a whole secret language - replete with minutely coded messages, witty games and private jokes - in a striking sub-genre of still life painting. Combining the powers of observation of a Sherlock Holmes, the methodical pedantry of a Phileas Fogg, the preoccupation with the passing of time of a Nostradamus, and a rather unusual sense of humor, he embedded in his paintings perceptive observations about contemporary revolutions in print/media culture, the social life of information, and the fate of monarchical politics -- as well as of art itself -- in a modern information age. Indeed he hid these messages so ingeniously that his work remained unnoticed for three hundred years, and thus few have ever heard of Edward Collier.
“The French Revolution and Global Popular Culture Today: Contemporary Mythologies” (A

joint session with the University of Grenoble) Jeffrey S. Ravel, MIT; History Faculty, E51-285;

77 Massachusetts Avenue; Cambridge, MA 02139; Tel:  617-253-4451;  Fax: 617-253-9406;  E-

mail: ravel@mit.edu  AND Julia V. Douthwaite, U. of Notre Dame; Dept. of Romance Languages

and Literatures; 343 O’Shaughnessy Hall, Notre Dame, IN 46556; Tel. 574-631-9302;  Fax: 574
631-3493; E-mail: jdouthwa@nd.edu

The organizers of this panel seek papers on the theme of a conference that will take place in Grenoble and Vizille, France at the same time as the 2012 Annual ASECS Conference.  We will hold a joint session with our French colleagues, in which 3 ASECS participants will present 20-minute papers on the conference theme in San Antonio, and Professors Martial Poirson and Alain Chevalier, the organizers of the Grenoble conference, will offer comments from France.  The session will be simultaneously telecast in San Antonio and Grenoble.  Papers will be delivered in French, and a 500-word synopsis of papers must be available for circulation and posting on the conference website at least one month in advance.  The speakers must be prepared to be in San Antonio for a teleconference that will begin at 8:30 AM San Antonio time on Friday, March 23, 2012. The call for papers issued for the Grenoble conference, which we share, is as follows.


“Si l’historiographie de la Révolution française a bénéficié, depuis un certain nombre d’années, de travaux novateurs et de perspectives de recherche fécondes, interrogeant les discours de savoir qui lui sont consacrés, tel est moins le cas du processus de mémoire sélective et de réinvestissement symbolique au fondement de nos représentations sociales et culturelles contemporaines, qui innervent jusqu’aux cultures du quotidien et se cristallisent dans des objets issus de la société et de la culture de masse. Le réinvestissement de patrimoine historique est en effet devenu une pratique courante concernant la Révolution, non seulement au sein du discours politique et médiatique, mais encore au sein des formes dérivées de cultures et de pratiques populaires, qui peut adopter les manifestations les plus diverses, depuis l’objet décoratif jusqu’à l’image animée ou la performance. Leur analyse et leur conservation sont d’autant plus urgentes que leurs supports, considérés comme impurs et partie prenante de processus de diffusion massifiée et de consommation à grande échelle, sont particulièrement altérables, périssables et sujets aux modes de conservation aléatoires ou arbitraires de collectionneurs privés, évoluant aux gré des modes et des mythologies personnelles. En effet, leur patrimonialité ne va pas de soi, impliquant une conception élargie de l’historiographie révolutionnaire et prenant parfois la forme d’un patrimoine culturel immatériel. On cherchera donc à constituer comme objets scientifiques entièrement légitimes les idées et représentations, parfois fausses sur le plan historiographique, de ces imaginaires révolutionnaires profondément enracinés dans une diffuse conscience collective, nourrissant une opinion commune stéréotypée, mais aussi fantasmatique, source d’une interrogation renouvelée sur les représentations de l’Histoire.


Plusieurs pistes sont privilégiées, qui n’excluent pas d’autres approches possibles :

· On interrogera les effets de citation, de transposition et surtout, de focalisation de l’opinion commune sur certains épisodes considérés comme emblématiques, sur les structures topiques récurrentes données pour représentatives d’une vulgate ou pour le moins, d’un imaginaire révolutionnaire largement partagé, en France comme, selon des modalités différentes, à l’étranger.

· On identifiera, sous bénéfice d’inventaire, les formes de figuration et de diffusion, parfois à très grande échelle, d’une doxa associée aux mythologies révolutionnaires, à travers différentes sources de médiation : syntagmes cristallisés dans le langage courant, fictions policières, littérature populaire, cinéma et produits dérivés, bandes dessinées, mangas, spectacles de reconstitution historique, comédies musicales, animations de sites touristiques (sons et lumières), produits de consommation courante, industries du luxe, mode et haute couture, arts décoratifs, clips musicaux, opéras rock, animations, pornographie, publicités, jeux pour enfants, célébrations telles que celles du Bicentenaire… On cherchera à retracer les modes de citation et de circulation, parfois inattendus, des objets et images afin d’en interroger les usages sociaux et les pratiques culturelles qui leurs sont associées.

· On envisagera les postures dont relèvent ces modes de réappropriation spontanés, souvent revendiqués comme tels, véhiculés par les cultures populaires, aux marges de tout discours savant ou de toute forme de consécration institutionnelle ou académique, et tout particulièrement les écarts, contresens, illusions rétrospectives, actualisations, déterritorialisations, erreurs de perspective, anachronismes assumés, voire revendiqués par ces supports de diffusion à grande échelle affranchis des règles de l’érudition savante.

· On analysera enfin les tentatives d’instrumentalisation, tantôt à des fins idéologiques, tantôt en fonction de considérations commerciales, voire simplement ludiques, de ces stéréotypes révolutionnaires, sources d’une mobilisation collective d’autant plus efficace qu’elle prétend s’affranchir de l’Histoire au profit de relectures actualisantes ou iconoclastes et s’enracine dans une période historique – la nôtre – marquée par la prédominance de l’art de raconter des histoires comme mode de gouvernement des esprits et de production des affects.”

 “Teaching the Eighteenth-Century:  A Poster Session” Diane Kelley, U. of Puget Sound, 

1500 N. Warner, Box 1073, Tacoma, WA  98416; Tel: (253) 879-3534; E-mail:
dkelley@pugetsound.edu

This poster session will provide a forum for lively discussion of creative ways to teach the eighteenth century in any discipline.  Presenters may consider submitting their course ideas to the ASECS Innovative Course Design Competition, but this is not at all requisite.  Posters will remain on display throughout the conference.

“The Invention of Nostalgia / L'invention de la nostalgie”  Rudy Le Menthéour, Dept. of
French, Bryn Mawr College, 101 North Merion Ave., Bryn Mawr, PA 19146; Tel: 610-526-5674;
E-mail: rlementheo@brynmawr.edu

Nostalgia, a term coined at the end of the 17th century, was first defined as a pathology, and physicians debated about its nature, and its causes (should they be considered physical? moral?). The diversity of perspectives writers relied on encourages an interdisciplinary approach to this topic (history of medicine, literature, philosophy, art history, etc.). Suggested questions, among others: how did nostalgia evolve from a spatial approach to a temporal one? Does the medical debate play any role in the actual writing of nostalgia? What do case studies on nostalgia tell us about cultural norms of the time? Is the representation of nostalgia linked to its theorization? What role did the diagnosis of nostalgia play in nation-building? 
“Barbauld’s Eighteen Hundred and Eleven at 200” Scott Krawczyk , Dept. of English &
Philosophy,  USMA, West Point, NY  10996; Tel: (917) 608-7521 (cell # because I’m currently on
sabbatical); E-mail: scott.krawczyk@usma.edu

Inspired by the 200th anniversary of its controversial publication, this panel welcomes papers that address Barbauld’s Eighteen Hundred and Eleven from any critical perspective.  Needless to say, Barbauld is gaining more and more critical attention, and this panel looks to harness some of the scholarly energy and enthusiasm surrounding this important author and work.  The panel will comprise three twenty-minute papers followed by a response to each from William McCarthy.
“Théâtre et actualité(s)” Logan Connors, French & Francophone Studies Program, Bucknell U.,

Lewisburg, PA 17837 AND and Yann Robert,  Dept. of French & Italian, Stanford U., Pigott Hall

Room 105, Stanford, CA 94305; Tel: (570) 577-1353; Fax: (570) 
577-1948; E-mail:
logan.connors@bucknell.edu and yrobert@stanford.edu 

During the French Revolution, the theatrical representation of current events (be it directly or allegorically) grew to an unprecedented popularity. Yet even in the decades prior-- for most of the eighteenth century, in fact -- France witnessed significant changes to the relationship between dramatic texts and contemporary events, performances and criticism, and the present and the past. These transformations both reflected and contributed to important debates, notably about the social and political function of theater and the aesthetic merits and perils of such a contemporary focus, especially in an art form characterized by mutability and impermanence.


This panel invites proposals, in French or in English, which analyze any aspect of "théâtre et actualité(s)," broadly interpreted, and certainly not limited to:


-- The staging of current events


-- Dramatic criticism


-- Theater anecdotes/the reporting of spectator behavior


-- The uses and abuses of censorship


-- The relationship between politics and theater


-- Journalism and theater


-- Aesthetic rebirth and decadence


-- Theories on acting


-- New representative strategies


-- Architectural changes to the playhouse

“Jacobin Laughter: Comedy among the Late Eighteenth-Century Radicals” Lance Wilcox,

Box 66; Elmhurst College; Elmhurst, IL 60126-3296; Tel: (630) 617-3131; E-mail:

wilcoxl@elmhurst.edu OR lancewilcox@earthlink.net

The outbreak of the Revolution in France had the effect of severely polarizing political attitudes in England. After a century of uneven progress, the fear of a French-style revolution brought about a period of intense political reaction, making any further discussion of the expansion of human rights or the weakening of the authority of either the monarchy or the Church of England dangerous. The so-called English Jacobins, however, continued to agitate for reform in the teeth of this oppression. Many of the Jacobin writings, such as those by William Godwin, attacked abuses with grim severity, making the political, financial, and ecclesiastical realities of England the stuff of nightmare. Other writers, however, such as Robert Bage and Elizabeth Inchbald, carried on the attack in the more characteristic eighteenth-century mode of comic satire. This session will explore the strategies, influences, and effects of these comedic Jacobin writings, the attempts to shake the edifices of church and state with the weapon of laughter.

“Anne Finch and Her Circle” (Roundtable) Claudia Thomas Kairoff, 3132 Allerton Lake Dr.,
Winston-Salem, NC 27106; Tel: (336) 926-1593; E-mail: kairofct@wfu.edu

“Anne Finch and Her Circle” will be a roundtable discussion of new work on Finch and on members of her circle, such as Jonathan Swift, Alexander Pope, and Elizabeth Singer Rowe, in relation to Finch. Following a brief presentation by each panelist, the session chair will lead a discussion among them and between the panelists and audience.

“Materializing Verse” Dustin D. Stewart, 1 U. Station, B5000, Austin, TX  78712; Tel: 
   

(512) 560-9956 (cell); E-mail: dustin.stewart@mail.utexas.edu

How did verse materialize in the long eighteenth century? This session will explore questions about the material contexts and conditions of British poetry between the Restoration and early Romanticism. Material should be construed broadly, as indeed should poetry. How was verse produced? What unexpected shapes did it assume? In what surprising and complicated ways was it embodied and performed? The panel should encourage scholars to reassess the matter of verse by advancing recent work on histories and systems of reading, on the book trade, and in interpretive textual studies. How was verse repackaged or republished, adapted or assimilated or anthologized, serialized or (paratextually speaking) situated? To what effects? How, for instance, can verse’s mediated appearances--in newspapers or novels, in prints or plays or sermons or political speeches--enliven our understanding of genre in the period? Some submissions might approach questions like these by way of reflection on our discipline. How does verse manifest itself--what is the material condition of poetry--in our current practice of eighteenth-century studies? The session will comprise three papers of no more than twenty minutes each, followed by a brief response by David Fairer (Leeds).
“Disciplinary Approaches to Eighteenth-Century Material Culture” (Roundtable) Michael
Yonan, U. of Missouri, Dept. of Art History and Archaeology, 09 Pickard Hall, Columbia, MO,
65203; Tel: (573)  884-7141; Fax: (573)  884-5269; E-mail: YonanM@missouri.edu

This round table shall examine disciplinary approaches to eighteenth-century material culture.  Scholars across the academy have turned their attention recently with great avidity to interpreting the social significance of objects, to things, and to the materiality of social life more broadly understood.  This inquiry has taken many forms, including “thing theory” in literature, new approaches to elite decorative arts, a sustained investigation of philosophical materialism, and a renewed interest histories of collecting and patronage, all of which take as their focus the importance of objects to understanding the social world.  Yet the examination of material culture assumes surprisingly different forms in different disciplines.  This round table seeks representatives of the major disciplines involved in eighteenth-century studies—art history, literary studies, history, philosophy, musicology—to discuss the role of objects in their scholarship.  Contributions can take the form of general methodological statements or case studies of specific objects, texts, historical phenomena, or concepts. 

“Import/Export: Cultural Exchanges between France and its Neighbors” Heidi Bostic, 
Dept. of Modern Foreign Languages, Baylor U., One Bear Place #97391, Waco, TX 76798; Tel: (254) 710-4284; Fax (254) 710-3799; E-mail: Heidi_Bostic@baylor.edu
This seminar seeks papers dealing with any aspect of cultural exchange between France and other countries and/or cultures. How did the eighteenth century manifest cross-cultural transfers and interactions? What impact did these transfers and interactions have on French culture and society?

“The Aesthetics of Science and the Science of Aesthetics” Peter Messer, Dept. of History,

P.O. Box H., Mississippi State U. Mississippi State, MS, 39762; Tel: (662) 325-7084; Fax: (662)

325-1139; E-mail: PMesser@history.msstate.edu
The long eighteenth-century was a dynamic period in the development of both science and aesthetics.  The two fields are usually seen as distinct—the first as the continuing legacy of the Enlightenment the second and the precursor to nineteenth-century Romanticism.  This distinction, however, has been overdrawn.  In some fields—particularly botany and natural history—authors borrowed freely from both the principles of aesthetics and enlightenment science.  The stakes in such borrowing were not trivial.  Authors used the language of both science and aesthetics to not only argue about those fields but to justify their visions of the appropriate social, political, and economic order.  The ability to successfully manipulate or even redefine these discourses, consequently, brought with it power to shape knowledge and the world that depended on that knowledge.  This panel proposes to examine that process by bringing into focus the ways in which authors combined the discourses of science and aesthetics, both within those fields and in other forms of writing, thinking, and arguing.  

“Knowing Me, Knowing You : Epistolary Relationships” Nadine Bérenguier, Dept of

Languages, Literatures, and Cultures, Murkland Hall, 15 Library Way, U. of New Hampshire,

Durham, NH 03824; Tel: (603) 862 1055; Fax: (603) 862 1690; E-mail: nbereng@yahoo.com  

           This seminar welcomes papers that explore the questions of identity and relationship 

           through letter as well as the issue of self-discovery in epistolary communication. To what 

           extent do letters (in either life or literature) reveal or disclose identity? What may we learn          

           about letter-writers, their correspondents, and relationships through epistolary exchange?

“‘You are a philosopher Dr. Johnson’: Samuel Johnson and Philosophy” Philip Smallwood,

English Dept. Bristol U.,11 Woodland Road, Bristol, BS8 1TB, UK; Tel: (0044) (0) 117 942 9753;

E-mail: philip.smallwood60@googlemail.com
This seminar invites proposals for papers on Samuel Johnson’s philosophical relations and afterlives. Johnson’s admirers often regard his writing as having philosophical depth, weight, and deductive power; there have been important studies of the relations between Johnson’s thought and that of major eighteenth-century philosophers such as David Hume; but his work is rarely accorded credit within the formal traditions of philosophy. (Twentieth-century continental traditions pay him no heed.) The seminar seeks to explore the reasons for this distancing of Johnson from philosophy, and to work toward conclusions regarding their soundness. Contributors are invited to review Johnson’s distinctive mode of engagement with philosophical problems and their solution and to consider the alliances and discrepancies between Johnson and different categories of philosophy, widely defined. Areas of interest might include, but are not limited by, causation, concepts of time, certainty, the nature of happiness and goodness, the issues of political and economic philosophy, justice and rights, etc. It is anticipated that a wide range of writings by Johnson might be called into play, including Rasselas, the Rambler, the political pamphlets, the “Soame Jenyns review,” the Shakespeare criticism, and the Lives of the Poets.

“Poetry in the Novel’s Shadow” Courtney Weiss Smith (Wesleyan U.) and Kate Parker

(Bucknell U.), 6 Taylor Hall, Bucknell U., Lewisburg, PA 17837; Tel: (314) 610-1299 or (570) 577

3674; E-mail: cweiss.smith@gmail.com or klparker@bucknell.edu
Scholars of the “rise of the novel” have long asserted a compelling link between the novel as a literary form and the histories of science, Protestantism, consumer culture, and moral sentiment in eighteenth-century England. Indeed, this work links the novel form with the emergent modern subject and his/her newly rationalized world. Such accounts have dominated the ways we think about both the literary and cultural history of the period. But what of eighteenth-century poetry? Energized by recent excitement surrounding poems and poets in the period, this panel welcomes papers that speculate on eighteenth-century poetry in conversation with critical perspectives on the novel.  How was poetry affected by these same pervasive cultural forces? And in what ways might considering poetry enrich or complicate our understanding of the novel’s rise and its cultural-historical stakes? For example, was realism pursued exclusively in novelistic prose? How does poetry illuminate our understanding of the influence of commodification and scientific particularization in the period? What of poetic or lyric subjectivities, and how might they be understood vis a vis novelistic subjectivities? Do poetic forms offer ways to represent feeling– that ubiquitous eighteenth-century concern – that confirm, supplement or trouble our sense of the novel's relationship to the modern subject?

“Cultural Counterpoints: Theatre and the Arts and their Interactions in the Societies and

Cultural Milieu of the Old and New Worlds” Gloria Eive, 1814 Marineview Drive, San Leandro,

CA 94577, Tel:  (510) 895-9118; Fax: (510) 895-5960; E-mail: geive@silcon.com
The activities of musicians, artists, writers, and playwrights were of immense interest and concern to both Church and State in Madrid and Lisbon, and, particularly, in their Colonies. The efforts of officials and censors to regulate and control, and the activities of the artists and writers whose works were scrutinized reveal a subtle interplay and counterpoint between their intense need for unfettered creative expression and the political demands of the authorities. 

This panel considers these reciprocal pressures and their artistic and literary consequences in the long eighteenth century.

”Reading Eighteenth-Century Landscapes” Judith Broome, Dept. of English, William Paterson

U. of New Jersey, 300 Pompton Rd., Wayne NJ 07470; Tel: (201) 253-9616; Fax: (201) 553

2312; E-mail: BROOMEJ1@WPUNJ.EDU
This panel will focus on “reading” eighteenth-century landscapes, both real and imagined, as they are represented in literature, art, travel narratives, or landscape theories.  Interpretation of these landscapes may take into consideration class and gender; European lenses through which colonial landscapes are written and imagined; the enjoyment of landscapes through a “Claude glass”; theories of the picturesque; the work of prominent landscape gardeners such as Capability Brown and others; literary landscapes, such as Julie’s Elysée in Rousseau’s La nouvelle Héloïse, the arrangement of space in Sarah Scott’s Milennium Hall, and Gothic landscapes; as well as the landscape paintings of Constable, Gainsborough, Canaletto, Fragonard, and others.


“Some Not Saids in Jane Austen” Beth Kowaleski Wallace, English Dept., Boston College, Chestnut Hill, MA. 02467; Tel: 617 731-3062; Fax: 617 552-4226’ E-mail:  kowalesk@bc.edu
In the late 1990s, poststructuralist and postcolonial critics introduced controversial new methods of reading Jane Austen’s novels against the grain of formalism to uncover a series of “not saids”-- unarticulated yet implicitly acknowledged values—in her work. These included possible engagement in imperialist and heteronormative ideologies, as explored in the work of Edward Said, Maaja Stewart , Eve Sedgwick, Lisa Moore, and others.  But are there additional “not saids” in Austen’s works? What other, overlooked topics, involvements, or collusions might similarly be excavated? Should this kind of critical reading be practiced at all? What do we gain—or lose—when we turn our attention to the “not said” in Austen’s oeuvre? The seminar will consist of four short papers and a response. 

“Reading /Reciting Eighteenth-Century English” (Roundtable)  John Richetti, 276 Riverside

Drive  (9E), New York, NY 10025; Tel: (212) 865 2967; E-mail: jrichett@english.upenn.edu
This roundtable will invite participants (five or six) to read or (preferably) recite from memory a short poem or a part of a longer eighteenth-century English poem and to present their thoughts on how such performance can help students to understand such verse. Audience members will be invited to critique these performances and to offer their views on the role of oral performance as a crucial adjunct to understanding and , especially, as a means of teaching eighteenth-century verse.
“’You’ve Got Mail:’ The Development of the Postal Service by Land, by Sea, and in the Air”
Charlotte M. Craig, 51 Hedge Row Road, Princeton, NJ 08540; Res.Tel.:  609-452-8474; E-mail:
Craigrbcm@aol.com
This panel endeavors to sketch the background of an age-old need through myriads of societies and regimes, with emphasis on the development through the eighteenth century: the need or desire to communicate.  A form of “organized” postal service may be traced to the ancient world (Egypt, China, Persia, Greece, Rome), by means of post house relay systems and corps of messengers.  New barbarian rulers apparently maintained a model after the Roman system; an Arabian system existed, as did a pre-Columbian and the Inca Empire service.

With expanding trade among nations, issues such as distance, speed, promptness and reliability of delivery weighed considerably on decisions involving regulating a postal system. In the late fifteenth century the growth of letter carrying became a profitable business leading to the rise of private enterprises, as that of the Taxis family.  Under the patronage of the Habsburg emperors they organized an extensive network linking the imperial possessions, covering most of Europe with thousands of couriers operating a speedy, efficient and highly profitable relay system.  As Postmaster, Franz von Taxis served Maximilian I, who had secured the privilege of carrying both government and private mail.  In 1729, Frankfurt became the central point of the Thurn-Taxis administration. In England, Henry VI appointed a “Master of Posts,” and by 1765 the era of the stage coach was initiated.  In the U.S., Benjamin Franklin was appointed Postmaster General for the American colonies. In 1785, letters were sent by hot air balloon from London to Franklin in Paris.   The increased postal traffic fostered the introduction of new facilities, e.g. registration, postcards, preferential rates for books, printed matter, samples, and additional financial services, such as savings banks, postal orders, parcel post, and later, mechanical sorting, among various social reforms.   

The modern era relied more and more on the development of intricate electronic and technical devices, such as automatic segregation or culling, facing and cancelling machines, code readers-sorters, etc.  Much overseas postal business has been replaced by airmail service and, of course, the e-mail traffic has become the chief competitor of “traditional mail” as we know it.  The “modern efficiency” means  have taken on and continue to influence business, economics, trade, and personal correspondence, much to the detriment of the postal system which is feeling the impact  through reductions of hours and deliveries, closing of post offices, all of which translates into loss of business, and the fading echoes of Romantic strains in music and poetry.

“Home Away from Home: Transient Artists in the Eighteenth Century” Christina K.

Lindeman, 2509 W. Calle Genova, Tucson, AZ 85745; E-mail: clindeman@pima.edu
The thought of traveling long distances in the eighteenth century was considered dangerous and arduous; yet, so many artists did so to make a living.  This session seeks papers that explore the experiences and works produced by transient artists in courts, cities, and countries not their home and birthplace.  Topics to be explored could include but is not limited to: artists who worked outside their countries of origin but who otherwise didn’t move around much; artists that traveled for inspiration and erudition; and artists seeking employment and/ or academic appointment in countries not their birthplace.   

“Cognitive Cultural Studies and the Long Eighteenth Century” Lisa Zunshine, Dept. of English, U. of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40506-0027; Fax: (859) 323-1072; E-mail: lisa.zunshine@gmail.com
Continuing the series of ASECS panels on “cognitive approaches” (2005-2010) and exploring ways of integrating the new interdisciplinary field of cognitive cultural studies into eighteenth-century studies, this panel will feature specific applications of research in cognitive, evolutionary, and developmental psychology, and cognitive neuroscience to eighteenth-century literature and visual art. Of particular interest are papers that combine cognitive literary theory with other theoretical approaches, including but not limited to cultural historicism, narratology, aesthetics, and postcolonial studies. Please email as attachments an abstract (500 words) and curriculum vitae. For more information on the field of cognitive cultural studies, visit 
http://www.as.uky.edu/academics/departments_programs/English/English/Faculty/Faculty/LisaZunshine/Pages/default.aspx and click the tab on the right.
“Projecting in the Eighteenth Century” David Alff, Dept. of English, Fisher-Bennett Hall, U. of

Pennsylvania, 3340 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104; Tel: (215)-808-2588; E-mail:       
dalff@sas.upenn.edu
Defoe christened the reign of William and Mary a “Projecting Age.” Johnson’s Dictionary made the terms “schemer” and “contriver” synonymous with “projector.” Adam Smith’s Wealth of Nations warned readers of the capricious projector who is “a corn merchant this year, and a wine merchant the next.” Today the term “project” is so ubiquitous as to mean little, but in seventeenth- and eighteenth-century England, “projecting” was a catchword for debates over the possibility and desirability of reforming management of national resources. Investigating “project” both as a noun (scheme, plan, design) and verb (foretell, transfer, cast upon), this interdisciplinary panel asks how the sponsorship and criticism of improvement proposals opened new genres of writing, modes of performance, and occasions for civic participation in seventeenth- and eighteenth-century England. I will solicit abstracts for fifteen-minute presentations, and then select four papers that address different facets of the history, literature, economics, and politics of projecting to foster a multi-disciplinary discussion of this phenomenon.

“The Art and Science of Communicating in the Eighteenth-Century” Robert Craig, 51 Hedge

Row Road, Princeton, NJ 08540; Res.Tel.:  609-452-8474; E-mail: Craigrbcm@aol.com
Inventions and developments supporting improved communications in the eighteenth-century took on a new and constructive beginning, as the sciences developed, and tools for communications became more feasible.  Optical signaling over wide distances, postal services, book publishing, and transportation improvements all combined to offer to nations, armies, individuals, and business the ability to  become more productive and multi-national in many areas.  Banks and businesses were beginning to see the benefits of moving outside their small sphere of influence through the use of communications.  Military units, especially Napoleon, were able to coordinate their command and control functions in a more timely and efficient manner.  In the eighteenth-century scientists working to understand better how science may be used for the benefit of man. Among the many scientists supporting research were Volta and the development of the battery, the Montgolfier brothers and their use of hot-air balloons, the Chappe brothers and the start of the optical “internet,’ as well a host of others.

This panel offers to scholars a wide range of opportunities to describe their efforts to understand and explain the benefits of communications in the broadest sense and how such benefits could offer improvements to every manner of arts and science as a part of social and cultural activities.
“Considering the Gender Divide: Pope is Dead and Who Cares about Charlotte Smith?”
Paula Backscheider, English Dept. Auburn U., Auburn, AL 36849; Tel: (334) 844-9091; E-mail:
pkrb@auburn.edu
Increasingly sessions at ASECS and other conferences attract a predominantly male or female audience.  What are the advantages? The negative consequences? What are the implications for the future of eighteenth-century studies and for the rising generation of young faculty and graduate students? I hope to organize a debate around these issues.

“Transatlantic Dialogues at the Close of the Eighteenth Century” Amy Garnai, Dept. of

English and American Studies, Tel Aviv U., Tel Aviv, Israel 69978; Tel: (972) 4-6372207 (home);
Fax: (972) 4-6272274 ; E-mail: garnai@netvision.net.il
Susan Manning and Francis D. Cogliano have recently argued that viewing the transatlantic crossing, as "a literal action…and a culturally dense symbolic experience" can contribute to our understanding of the creation of the modern world.  This session invites papers that will consider different negotiations of the transatlantic experience and exchange, both as literal action and as cultural mediation. Possible topics may include, but are not limited to: transatlantic voyages; the emigrant experience; back-migration; literary dialogues between writers in Britain and America; reading, reception and publishing practices as exhibited in a transatlantic context; the theatre and drama – including the staging of British plays in American theatres and the travel of actors and actresses across the Atlantic. Papers considering Australia – and a different Anglophone exchange – are also welcome. Topics should relate to the period of approximately 1780-1810. Please submit 300-400 word abstracts for a 20-minute paper. 

“Astronomy and Literary Discourse: From the Moon to the Milky Way”  Judy A. Hayden, U.

of Tampa, Dept. of English, Box R, 401 West Kennedy Blvd., Tampa, Florida 33606-1490; Tel:

(813) 257-3535; Fax: (813) 258-7470; E-mail: jhayden@ut.edu
This panel explores astronomy and discoveries of new or other worlds as represented through eighteenth-century literary discourse. Cosmological discoveries had a profound impact in the long eighteenth century. Therefore, the main focus of this panel is on the manner in which literary discourse reflected this impact and led writers to seek an understanding of the nature of the universe and the place of humankind in it. Topics might range from how the cosmos reflected on the self to how the universe reflected on nationhood, and/or how discoveries of new worlds might have been transformative to everyday lives, to name but a few.  All genres welcome.

“Eighteenth-Century Poetry and Print/Visual/Material Culture” Sandro Jung, Dept. of Literary

Studies (English Studies), Ghent U., Blandijnberg 2; B – 9000 Ghent, Belgium; Tel:
(0032)92643691; Fax: (0032)92644179; E-mail: Sandro.Jung@UGent.be
This panel seeks to embed eighteenth-century poetry within the contexts of print, visual, and material culture. Papers dealing with the ways in which print cultural mechanisms and technologies help to shape an emerging canon of poetry in the period are as welcome as those that focus on the interpretation, translation, adaptation, rewriting, or revaluation of poetic texts via media such as book illustrations, paintings, statuary, and (luxury) consumer items (including, among others, fans, silver and glassware, as well as porcelain). Among the numerous ways in which poetry was appropriated and absorbed into the general commodification processes of material culture, eighteenth-century printers deployed the novel technological possibilities of the intaglio medium to produce, among many other forms of interpretation and ornament, a diverse archive of author portraits (disseminated in numerous bound and unbound formats) and replicate on the page cultural symbols (such as tomb stones, thereby creating fitting paratextual frameworks for funeral elegies). By contrast, painters repeatedly translated scenes or figures from popular poetry into their heroic or patriot canvases. Booksellers producing editions of poetry, especially after the lapse of perpetual copyright, sought to construct a coherent canon and in these editions’ paratexts promoted uniformity rather than a focus on uniqueness and difference. Equally, ephemera, ranging from illustrated pocket almanacs and medals to broadsides, furniture prints, tickets, advertising material, and posters in various ways featured complex appropriations of eighteenth-century poetry. The panel aims to bring together scholars who engage with the complex issues of this field of study and whose work can contribute not only to the better mapping of eighteenth-century poetry but also shed new light on the reception and uses of this poetry by its readers and booksellers.    

“Colloquy with Wendy Bellion on Citizen Spectator: Art Illusion and Visual Perception in Early National America” Dennis Moore, Dept of English, Florida State U., Tallahassee  32306-1580; Tel: (850) 644-1177; Fax: (850) 644-0811 – with cover sheet, please!; E-mail: dmoore@fsu.edu
Rather than presenting papers, each participant in this interdisciplinary roundtable, including art historian Wendy Bellion, author of Citizen Spectator and a faculty member at the U. of Delaware’s Center for Material Culture Studies, will make a four- or five-minute opening statement that lays out a specific issue or question related to this book.  That round of brief opening statements frees up time for lively, substantive discussion that engages members of the audience as well as panelists.  In setting up and occasionally chairing sessions along these lines (e.g., with Matt Cohen on his The Networked Wilderness: Communicating in Early New England, recipient of the Susanne M. Glasscock Humanities Book Prize for Interdisciplinary Scholarship, for the March 2011 ASECS, in Vancouver;  with Beth Fowkes Tobin on Picturing Imperial Power: Colonial Subjects in Eighteenth-Century British Painting, for the 2000 ASECS, in Philadelphia; with Joseph Roach on Cities of the Dead: Circum-Atlantic Performance, at the 2006 ASECS in Montréal;  with Laurel Thatcher Ulrich on The Age of Homespun: Objects and Stories in the Creation of an American Myth, for the 2004 ASECS, in Boston;  with Srinivas Aravamudan on Tropicopolitans, for the 2001 ASECS, in New Orleans;  with historian and law professor and MacArthur Fellow Annette Gordon-Reed on her Pulitzer- and National Book Award-winning The Hemingses of Monticello, at the most recent biennial conference of ASECS’s Americanist affiliate, the Society of Early Americanists, at Philadelphia in March 2011;  with historian Marcus Rediker on The Slave Ship: A Human History at the SEA’s 2009 conference in Hamilton, Bermuda;  with historian Stephanie Smallwood on her Frederick Douglass Prize-winning Salt-Water Slavery: A Middle Passage from Africa to American Diaspora, for the American Studies Assn’s 2009 conference;  with Joanna Brooks on American Lazarus: Religion and the Rise of African-American and Native American Literatures, recipient of the Modern Language Association’s 2003 William Sanders Scarborough Prize “for an outstanding scholarly study of black American literature or culture,” at the A.S.A.’s 2006 conference;  with Martin Brückner on The Geographic Revolution in Early America, at a regional ASECS, in 2008, and so on), the session organizer has learned to work hard at avoiding two extremes:  on the one hand, assembling a tableful of sycophants ready to drool on cue and/or the author, and, on the other, assembling a lineup that would include someone intent on an academic ambush: trashing author over his or her methods, conclusions, and maybe parents.  No fan club, then, and no food fights. 

“Hume on Nature” Karánn Durland, Dept. of Philosophy, Austin College,  900 N Grand Avenue,

Sherman, TX 75090; Tel: (903) 813-2260; E-mail: kdurland@austincollege.edu
This panel explores Hume’s conceptions of nature and natural in the context of the long eighteenth century by considering his treatment of a variety of natural phenomena and by situating his ideas in their historical context.  Phenomena of interest include, but are not limited to, causation, necessity/determinism, such sensible qualities as solidity and color, “animal spirits,” and reason in animals.  Papers that focus on these or other natural phenomena, or that shed light on his conceptions of nature and natural by considering his account of proper scientific methodology, are welcome.  Papers that contextualize his ideas by identifying their roots, positioning them in the discourse of the period, and/or discussing their influence are also encouraged.
“The Lady's Paquet of Letters (1707): Re-Considering Delarivier Manley” Kirsten T. Saxton, 
Mills College, 5000 MacArthur Blvd., Oakland CA 94613; Tel: (510) 430-2214; Fax: (510) 430

3398; E-mail: ktsaxton@mills.edu
Delarivier Manley (c.1663-1724) was the foremost woman writer in the age of Queen Anne; Manley’s writing earned her extreme popularity in her time and critical condemnation in the centuries after her death. In revisiting her written works, this panel seeks to assert the importance of this critically neglected author and to showcase important and nuanced new ways of thinking about her work. Papers that look at Manley’s political journalistic writings and shorter fictions, as well as scandal fictions, novels, and plays are particularly welcome. Papers might look at her texts in light of religion, party politics, the court, philosophy, or science, or address form, narrative structure, translation, pathos, or other topics.  The panel is organized in anticipation of a forthcoming collection of essays that re-considers Manley’s import.
“Queen Anne and the Arts” Cedric Reverand, Dept. of English, U. of Wyoming, Laramie, WY 

82071; Tel: (307) 766-1121 (English Dept.); (307) 766-6298 (office); E-mail: reverand@uwyo.edu
Queen Anne has not attracted attention as a great patron of the arts. Yet during her reign, the arts flourished, often under her patronage. London’s musical scene was enriched by the influx of immigrant composers—Handel, Pepusch, and Galliard—who influenced and were influenced by native composers, such as Croft, Eccles, and Weldon. Italian opera found a home in London. Art and architecture flourished in the works of Kneller, Wren, Hawksmoor, and Vanbrugh. Kneller and Jervas painted portraits. Defoe and Swift produced political journalism; Addison and Steele launched their periodical essays; Pope published his early poems;Jane Barker subverted the genre of amatory fiction in Love Intrigues; and Anne Finch published her Miscellany Poems.   Papers and proposals should probe the condition of the arts during Anne’s reign and address artists’ connections with Queen Anne. 

“Art and Life: Cultural Practices of Animation in the Eighteenth Century”  Amelia Rauser,

Dept. of Art and Art History, Franklin & Marshall College, PO Box 3003 Lancaster, PA 17604

3003; Tel: (717) 358-4659; Fax: (717) 358-4599; E-mail: amelia.rauser@fandm.edu
Attitudes, tableaux vivants, automatons, viewing sculptures by flickering candlelight—many cultural practices in the eighteenth century explored the boundary between static or illusionistic art and “life.”  Drawing on theories of vitalism, animation, and the persistent use of the myth of Pygmalion, such practices betrayed a hunger for passionate engagement with nature, art, and golden ages of the past, and a fascination with the substance of matter and the mysteries of life’s animating spark. This panel encourages proposals that describe and analyze such practices, as well as those that explore the philosophical, scientific, and aesthetic theories that contributed to such explorations, including those by thinkers such as Goethe, La Mettrie, Hegel, and Erasmus Darwin. 

“Fictions of Science and Science Fiction in the Long Eighteenth Century” Anna K (Katie)

Sagal, Tufts U., Tel: (908) 399-3715; E-mail:  anna.sagal@tufts.edu
Critical discussions of scientific technologies, policies, and bodies have become more popular in contemporary eighteenth century research, and last year’s ASECS meeting saw a number of fantastic talks on these subjects. What this panel hopes to uncover is a different direction of critical thinking about science in the eighteenth century: a focus on the more fantastic elements of science as depicted in fiction. Keeping in mind earlier texts such as Ben Jonson’s The Alchemist or Margaret Cavendish’s The Blazing World, we want to think about the ways in which scientific themes (satirized, parodied, or otherwise) in the long eighteenth century are employed for fantastic ends. Thinking about what it means to be not just concerned with science, but to be particularly a ‘fiction of science’ means thinking along both generic and contextual lines. Especially encouraged are papers that take into account the ways in which contemporary definitions of ‘science fiction’ or ‘speculative fiction’ can be used as a lens through which to view literary texts in the eighteenth century. 

This panel will be comprised of four short papers on the topic. I will serve as seminar chair and will choose the papers myself (taking into account feedback from colleagues in the field at Tufts). Papers will be selected based on evidence of strong critical work and relevance to this particular theme; preference will be given to those who identify this topic as a primary strain of research or interest. This session is designed to incorporate current research interests in science and scientific technology into a more nuanced look at these ‘fictions of science’ as an identifiable generic strain in eighteenth century literature.
“Performance Theory in the Eighteenth Century?” (Roundtable) Daniel Gustafson, 251 West

109th St., New York, NY 10025; Tel: (203) 907-9346; E-mail: dgustafson@ccny.cuny.edu
This roundtable session seeks to gather 4-5 participants for a discussion of the role of current theories of performance in eighteenth-century studies. Despite its popularity in other more “modern” fields, performance theory has not gained the same type of foothold in eighteenth-century studies as historicist or formalist approaches. Butler’s performativity may be familiar, but less so are the works of performance scholars like Richard Schechner, Peggy Phelan, or Herbert Blau. Very broadly, this panel will ask why and if this should be so. Do performance studies – with their focus on gestures, restored behavior, scenes, embodiment – have a place in the scholarship of eighteenth-century theater, or eighteenth-century literature more generally? Does our lack of access to the “liveness” of eighteenth-century performance limit the usefulness of this material? Or can we trace genealogies between eighteenth-century ideas of performance and our own? Can recent innovations in performance studies help us rethink the traditional contours of eighteenth-century theater history, material culture, the relation between the page and the stage, and questions of time, place, character, or subjectivity? Papers on particular theorists, authors/performers, or particular moments of performance are welcome, as are more speculative papers on the methodological pitfalls, benefits, and challenges of applying theories of performance within the field.

“Christianity and Secularism in the Anglophone Eighteenth Century” Adam Potkay, Dept. of

English, The College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia 23187-8795; E-mail:
aspotk@wm.edu
I hope this session will generate a lively discussion between scholars interested in the vitality of religion in the long eighteenth century and those interested in--to quote the title of a recent edited volume which contains several eighteenth-century scholars--"the varities of secularism in a secular age."  How does established religion interact or relate to novel and/or neo-classical varieites of secularism in the period?   What kinds of dialogues between Christianity and secularism were then, or are now, possible?

“Adaptation and the Eighteenth Century” Karen Gevirtz, Dept. of English, Seton Hall U., 400

South Orange Avenue, South Orange, NJ 07079; Tel: (973) 761-9000; E-mail:        
karen.gevirtz@shu.edu
Recently adaptation theorists have argued for re-valuing adaptations and the dynamic between originary texts and adaptation. Critics such as Brian McFarlane, Imelda Whelehan, and Deborah Cartmell have argued that film adaptations carry “cultural capital” equal to the original’s, and that putting an original text in dialogue with an adaptation provides an opportunity to revalue, perhaps increase the value of the original. Adaptation theory potentially applies beyond film, to a variety of media and authors: Southerne’s stage adaptation of Behn’s Oroonoko, sequels to Austen’s novels posted on The Republic of Pemberley website, the recent film adaptation of Gulliver’s Travels, and so forth. Questions posed by adaptation itself and by adaptation theory include


•
What is the relationship between an originary eighteenth-century text and an adaptation?  Does a tradition of adapting a text affect its standing? In what ways? For whom? 


•
What is the significance of factors such as gender, class, or genre in making or valuing adaptation? 


•
What does adaptation theory suggest to us about the role of originality in a digital age? 


•
Is the premium on “originality” more of a post-Romantic than eighteenth-century conception? How should “originality” be used in analyzing, evaluating, teaching, canonizing eighteenth-century texts?

This panel seeks papers considering the relationship between eighteenth-century originals and adaptations, whether during the eighteenth century or subsequent periods, and whether in print or less material forms.

“Social Networks in the Long Eighteenth-Century: Clubs, Literary Salons, Textual

Coteries” Ileana Baird; Tel: (804) 784-4659; E-mail: ifp4a@virginia.edu
This session invites papers that address the networks of relations developed during the eighteenth century among groups with common literary, but also political and moral concerns.  The focus on this panel is twofold: on the one hand, it encourages explorations of literary clubs and salons, such as the Kit-Cat Club, the Scriblerians, the Hillarians, or the Bluestockings, which developed around issues of common concern, or around intellectual elites eager to promote their own ideological agenda. On the other hand, it explores networks of relations developed within literary texts, such as Alexander Pope’s Dunciad, that orbit around important literary or political figures of the day. The papers are expected to demonstrate how relevant these social networking strategies were to the context of eighteenth-century London, and how similar they are to the congeries of new practices affecting and inflecting the digital public sphere of today.

“Audiences, Observers, Spies, & Witnesses: Types of Attention in the Eighteenth Century”
Cheryl Wanko, 503 Main Hall, Dept. of English, West Chester U., West Chester PA 19383; Tel: 

(610) 436-2126; Fax: (610) 738-0516; Email: cwanko@wcupa.edu
Reception theory, performance studies, crowd theory, visual studies - all of these approaches allow us to understand better how viewers regard structured and unstructured phenomena: cultural events, spectacle, and art; natural disasters, illicit conduct, and famous sites. These are just examples of the many types of  attention that underwent development and change during this period. Panel participants may discuss the observers or how such observing itself was represented. How were groups or single viewers and their actions understood? Do we have discourses of tourist groups, of fans, of religious testifiers, voyeurs, visitors to prisons and insane asylums? This panel welcomes submissions on all types of looking and analyses of how the acts were represented.

“Before Texas Hold-em: The Pleasures and Perils of Card-Playing in the Eighteenth

Century” Kathleen Fueger, 1063 Shallowbrook Drive, Saint Peters MO, 63376; Tel: (314) 977

3662; E-mail: kfueger@slu.edu
Throughout the eighteenth century, card games were as popular throughout the European and American continents as they are today. These games were both pleasurable, affording the participants a congenial form of recreation , but potentially injurious as well, since money often exchanged hands as quickly as the cards were dealt. Card games of all types –the Spanish Ombre, the French Quadrille, the English Pharo – or even the reading of Tarot cards, were at once the source of pleasure and peril.   This session seeks papers which explore card play in its many manifestations:  the types of card games that took place during the Enlightenment, the production and artistry of the cards themselves, the intersections between play as camaraderie and commodity, card games and the eighteenth-century notion of “winning” and “losing”, the influence of one country’s card play on the games of other nations, or even the practice of cartomancy. Papers for the session might focus on the socio-historical , political or cultural roles of card play and/or the  representations of card games in music, art and literature. 

“Resisting Diagnosis: Literature, Medicine, and Marginalized Bodies in the Long

Eighteenth Century” Angela Monsam and Danielle Spratt, Room 541W, Dealy Hall, Fordham

U., 441 East Fordham Road, Bronx, NY 10458; Tel: (701) 240-0936; E-mail:
monsam@fordham.edu and dspratt@fordham.edu
We are seeking paper proposals for the panel “Resisting Diagnosis: Literature, Medicine, and Marginalized Bodies in the Long Eighteenth Century,” which will occur during the annual ASECS meeting to be held in San Antonio from March 22-25, 2012. The CFP and the link to conference page are below. If you are interested in submitting a paper proposal, please email a 250 word abstract and a brief CV.

Literary and medical discourses were instrumental in establishing and reinforcing norms about gender, rank, and race in the long eighteenth century. For instance, eighteenth-century literary and medical texts, typically written by middle- and upper-class British men, objectified women through their representations of female bodies, femininity, reproduction, motherhood, and other “female” illnesses. Likewise, such texts often portrayed people from other nations and classes as pathological or even inhuman. We are interested in papers that address the ways in which male authors and physicians “write the marginalized body”; inversely, we also seek papers that consider how these pathologized bodies respond or “write back” to such objectification. Through juxtaposing depictions of the most commonly objectified bodies in literary and medical texts written by both men and women, this panel hopes to explore the extent to which women, nonwhite, or non-British people were able to carve out their own empowered textual space in the increasingly male-dominated medical realm.
“Toward an English Catholic Poetics” Anna Battigelli (SUNY Plattsburgh) and Laura Stevens

(U. of Tulsa); Anna Battigelli; 173 Jabez Allen Rd.; Peru, NY  12972; Tel: Anna Battigelli: (518 )

643-7158; Fax: (518 ) 564-2140; Laura Stevens: (918) 631-2859 (tel.); E-mail:
Anna.Battigelli@Plattsburgh.edu and Laura-Stevens@utulsa.edu
Though anti-Catholicism is a definable characteristic of much eighteenth-century English culture, so, too, is Catholicism.  Both secular and spiritual Catholic writing reminded Catholics of the importance of maintaining their faith; marriages were drawn up so as to perpetuate the recusant community; estates were built and renovated both as inner exiles for the practice of an outlawed faith and as public expressions of English Catholic identity.  Confirmed Catholic poets, such as Dryden, Barker, Pope and others suggest the variety of English Catholic thought.  The Gothic novel was put to use as a vehicle for Catholic sentiment, even as it also served as an articulation of anti-Catholicism.  Is there a definable eighteenth-century English Catholic poetics?  If so, what characterized that poetics?  150-word proposals on specific artists, writers, musicians, or historians should be sent to both Anna Battigelli (a.battigelli@att.net) and Laura Stevens (laura-stevens@utulsa.edu).   
“Stage Mothers: Representations and Realities of Maternity on the Eighteenth-Century
Stage” Elaine McGirr and Laura Engel, McGirr: Dept of Drama, Royal Holloway, U. of London,
Egham, TW20 0EX, UK; Engel: Dept. of English, Duquesne U., 600 Forbes Ave., Pittsburgh, PA
15282; Tel: McGirr: (+44) 1784443220; Engel: (412) 396-1425; E-mail: McGirr:
elaine.mcgirr@rhul.ac.uk; Engel: engel784@duq.edu

This panel will explore some of the connections between working mothers and the theatre both on and off stage.  We are interested in the ways in which the maternal body functioned and was figured, as well as the tensions between rhetoric and real life.   Topics may include: the representation of motherhood as the defining female role; the interplay between an actress’s celebrity persona and her chosen roles; the performative balance between the ‘cult of maternity’ and that of the ‘passionate’ actress; the physical demands of performance and pregnancy; the erotics of maternity; and/or women’s theatrical labours.

“Funding, Grants, Hiring, Programs: Sharing Advice on How to get Things Done in Hard

Times”  (Roundtable) Mona Narain and Kirsten Saxton, Narain: Dept. English, Texas Christian

U., TCU Box 297270, Fort Worth TX 76129; Tel: (817) 257-7284; Fax: (817) 257-6238; E-mail:
M.Narain@tcu.edu  AND Saxton: Dept. of English, Mills College, 5000 MacArthur Blvd., Oakland,

CA 94613; Tel: (510) 430-2214; Fax: (510) 430-3398; E-mail: ktsaxton@mills.edu
This roundtable session seeks to address the new and broader professional challenges faced by women scholars in eighteenth-century studies in an academia under pressure from the economic downturn, legislative cuts and increased political limitations placed on curricula and scholarly work.  During discussion at the recent Women’s Caucus meeting at ASECS, Vancouver, it became evident that more & more women scholars are facing these challenges at all levels of their career. The need to address these issues in a forum is urgent. Thus, the idea for this panel emerged from the Vancouver meeting.

Chosen after an open call for proposals, the panel will bring together five panelists who work at different types of institutions and who have a variety of administrative and leadership experience to make short ten minute presentations.  These presentations will discuss strategies for professional success for scholars at various stages in their careers—junior and senior scholars—in obtaining funding for specialized projects not typically supported by large granting agencies; funding for endowed chair positions, program support and innovation; professional strategies for maintain the integrity of academic work; strategies for aiding the hiring of eighteenth-century tenure-track faculty at a time when such positions are being cut from department lines; and, perhaps most critically, strategies for forming productive coalitions within and across institutions to share information and to network for professional success.  A substantial amount of time will be devoted to a question/answer and discussion period to allow for a robust exchange between panelists and the audience.

“Caribbean Enlightenment” Julie Chun Kim, English Dept., Fordham U., Dealy Hall 5th floor,

441 E. Fordham Rd., Bronx, NY 10458; Tel: (347) 538-2927; E-mail: jukim@fordham.edu
Was there a Caribbean Enlightenment? This panel will consider this question in light of the acknowledged development of diverse Enlightenments, including French, Scottish, Spanish, and North American variants, around the eighteenth-century Atlantic world. Plantation agriculture and the African slave trade constituted radically new phenomena that writers from Adam Smith to Raynal struggled to comprehend. What of intellectual movements in the Caribbean itself, however? Did the material networks that transported sugar and slaves also support the transmission of ideas? How did colonial subjects engage with and revise metropolitan philosophies? Because they yoked together Amerindian, African, and European populations in unprecedented and violent fashion, Caribbean societies especially prompted reconsiderations of theories of human nature, political rights, revolution, and the American environment. What roles did non-European groups and individuals play in formulating these new modes of thought? How did dynamics of domination, as well as resistance, change the politics of knowledge production in plantations and other Caribbean spaces? Finally, how did the interaction within the Caribbean of different European groups (British, French, Dutch, Spanish, and Portuguese, to name just a few) also influence the exchange of ideas? Could considering the Caribbean help us to formulate theories of Enlightenment less tied to national traditions and centers? Papers that consider these and related questions are welcome, as are papers that compare different Enlightenment movements or otherwise fulfill the mission of ASECS to promote interdisciplinary inquiry. This proposal constitutes an open call for papers: all those who submit a 250-500 word abstract and brief CV by the deadline will be considered for inclusion in the panel.  
“Didactic Novels by Women in the Late Eighteenth Century” Hilary Havens and Sarah

Skoronski, Dept. of English, McGill U., Arts Building, 853 Sherbrooke Street West, Montreal,
Quebec, Canada  H3A 2T6; Tel: (514) 398-6132; E-mail: hilary.havens@mail.mcgill.ca and
sarah.skoronski@mail.mcgill.ca
This panel will explore the rise of didactic novels in the later half of the eighteenth century and will scrutinize, in particular, those authored by women.  Questions that concern us include: how does the didactic novel relate to the novel of manners and the novel of sentiment?  Is the rise of the didactic novel culturally or historically motivated?  Are there specific connections to the rise of conduct books and the introduction of philosophical doctrines on sympathy?  Why were these novels so successful in the literary marketplace?  Most importantly, is there something particularly feminine about the didactic genre?  We invite proposals on all aspects of this topic, and we especially welcome readings of lesser-known didactic novels.
“Challenges at Mid-Career: Scholarship, Upper-Level Administration, Teaching” Rebecca

Connor, Hunter College, CUNY, 695 Park Ave., NY,NY 10065; Tel: (212) 772-4043; E-mail:
rebecca.connor@hunter.cuny.edu
This session will explore the challenges that come after tenure; that is, how tenured faculty balance and manage active scholarship with often demanding administrative responsibilities, while also maintaining gratifying experiences in the classroom.

“The History of Disability (Studies)” (Roundtable) Jamie Kinsley, 9030 Haley Center, Auburn

U., Auburn, AL 36849; Tel: (813) 713-6327; E-mail: jzk0011@auburn.edu
ASECS 2011 provided two panels on Disability Studies. These were the first of their kind in the history of the conference. Increasing interest, along with a need for further study, demands that we continue discussion. This roundtable invites participants to discuss the intersection between the eighteenth-century experience and representation of disability. Interest in different forms of disability, as well as different forms of representation (images, words, music, etc.), is encouraged. The way we study the intersection of experience and representation will be an important aspect of this roundtable. We hope to generate a discussion of the history of disability (studies) that will help fortify a continued interest in the relevance of this vibrant area of academic study.
“Teaching Restoration and Eighteenth-Century Drama: A Workshop” (Roundtable) 
Fiona Ritchie (McGill U.) and Diana Solomon (Simon Fraser U.), Dept. of English, McGill U., 853 Sherbrooke Street West, Montreal, QC, H4A 2X3, Canada; Tel: (514) 398-6583; Fax: (514) 398-8146; E-mail: fiona.ritchie@mcgill.ca AND dks5@sfu.ca
Building on the success of our 2011 roundtable, “Approaches to Teaching Restoration and Eighteenth-Century Drama,” we propose a workshop to enable a more detailed exchange of ideas on this topic.  This innovatively structured session would bring scholars together for a collaborative and in-depth discussion of teaching philosophy and pedagogical practice as they relate specifically to teaching the plays and theatre history of the long eighteenth century.  The session chairs will circulate preparatory discussion questions in advance, encouraging panelists to think both broadly (e.g. “what is the place of performance in the classroom?”) and concretely (e.g. “suggest an assignment that helps students develop an understanding of the cultural context of the theatre of the period”) with the aim of facilitating a structured dialogue on certain key questions and encouraging the sharing of materials and ideas.  We will also consider the issue (which arose during the 2011 roundtable) of the availability of suitable teaching editions of plays and paratexts.  The ultimate aim of this session is to probe more fully the specifics of teaching long eighteenth-century drama and theatre, which often takes place at the intersections of “traditional” literature teaching and more practically oriented instruction.

This session encourages its participants to complete some preparatory work in advance (as outlined above); however, those involved could also present a paper in a traditional session in addition to involvement in this workshop.  Prospective participants should send a brief statement to the session chairs outlining the pedagogical issues that are of particular interest to them, suggesting topics for discussion and noting an example of some form of teaching material (e.g. assignment, syllabus) they would be willing to share.
“Beyond Sense and Sensibility: New Perspectives on Moral Education in Eighteenth

Century England” Martine W. Brownley, Dept of English; Emory U.; Atlanta GA 30322; Tel:

(404) 727-6467; Fax: (404) 727-1669; E-mail: martine.brownley@emory.edu
This panel will explore how moral education was understood, prescribed, and represented in eighteenth-century England, with a particular interest in the ways in which the roles of reason, or rational assent, and sensibility were qualified and limited.  New perspectives derived from philosophy, conduct texts, sermons, literature, the theater, the visual arts, music, or periodical essays are welcome.  What are the political implications and contexts for various visions of moral education?_How are understandings of, prescriptions for, and representations of moral education based on gender, rank, economic status, marital status, “race,” ethnicity, and/or nationality? How did England’s growing identification with commerce, Protestantism, and/or individual liberty shape moral goals and prescriptions?_What intersections, variations, and critiques do we find? The panel will seek to generate an interdisciplinary conversation that might include, but also goes beyond both sense and sensibility.
“Aesthetic Reception, Sensibility, and Social Engineering: Interrogating the Effects of the
Work of Art in the Long Eighteenth Century” Julia Simon, Dept. of French and Italian, U. of
California, Davis, One Shields Ave., Davis, CA 95616; Tel: (530) 752-8573; Fax: (530) 752-8630;
E-mail:  jsimon@ucdavis.edu

What is the role of the work of art—painting, sculpture, music, novel, poetry, theatre—in the context of the Enlightenment desire for social change and progress?  How is aesthetic reception understood (before, up to and including Kant)? What is the role of sensibility? The passions? Rationality?  What possible effects can be expected, manipulated, engineered? In what respects can the aesthetic sphere be seen as an agent of social, political, ethical, or other types of change?  To what extent is the work of art conceived as rationalized (to borrow Max Weber’s term) in the eighteenth-century context?  Proposals from all disciplines welcome. 
“The Epicurean Moment” Joseph Drury, Wesleyan U., Dept. of English, 294 High St.,

Middletown, CT 06459; Tel: (215) 850-2804; E-mail: JWRDRURY@GMAIL.COM

In 1975, J. G. A. Pocock described the long eighteenth century in terms of a “Machiaveliian Moment.” Pocock’s work on the history of political thought in the seventeenth and eighteenth century proved hugely influential, shaping debates across the disciplines on a range of different topics, such that the following two decades might themselves have been described as a Machiavellian moment in the history of the field. This panel will ask, however, whether we might now be living through an “Epicurean Moment.” The increasing interest in materialist philosophy and material culture in the last few years, as well as the new work on the novel, the histories of science, medicine, and sexuality all suggest that it is the Epicurean and Lucretian revival of the mid-seventeenth century that is now shaping research projects. This panel invites scholars to investigate any aspect of Epicurean materialism on eighteenth-century culture. What were the politics of the Epicurean revival? To what extent did it directly oppose civic humanist discourse? Whose interests did it serve or subvert? How did it shape scientific agendas in the period? What is its connection to the rise of commerce and consumerism? What are the implications of this new focus for our understanding of the Enlightenment?
“Law & the Arts in the Long Eighteenth Century” Andrew Benjamin Bricker, Dept. of English,

Margaret Jacks Hall, Stanford U., 94305; Tel: (415) 832-9133; E-mail: abricker@stanford.edu
This panel welcomes presentations investigating intersections between law and the arts, broadly conceived, over the course of the long eighteenth century.

A few questions, among many, to consider: How did law and the arts—print and pictorial satire, secret histories, journalism, etc.—interact over the course of the long eighteenth century? How did authors and booksellers, artists and print sellers, journalists and periodical printers skirt laws? For what were individuals maybe unpredictably prosecuted? How did the law develop to target aesthetic practices? How did aesthetic practices respond in turn? How did developments in the law—and especially statutory law: the Printing Acts, the Licensing Acts, the Act of Anne—curb or encourage new methods of composition or the revitalization of old forms? More generally, what was the relationship between law and the arts in the eighteenth century, and how and why did it develop the way it did?  

“Borderlands: Contact, Conflict and Contagion” Catherine Jaffe, Dept. Modern Languages,

Texas State U., San Marcos, TX, 78666; Tel: (512) 245-2360; Fax:  (512) 245-8298; E-mail: 
cj10@txstate.edu

In recognition of the ASECS conference location in San Antonio in 2012, this panel seeks proposals on any aspect of cultural contact in the United States / Mexico border region during the long eighteenth-century: language, politics and history, visual arts, literature, medicine, disease, health and hygiene, nationalisms, class, race, and gender.

“Historical Fiction Before Scott” Tera Pettella, The Ohio State U., Dept. of English, 421

Denney Hall, 164 W. 17th Avenue, Columbus OH 43210; Tel: (614) 306-9593; E-mail:
pettella.2@osu.edu
This panel invites papers on any aspect of historical fiction before Scott.  Although the eighteenth century teemed with historical fiction, Scott is still considered the pioneer of the form.  Thus, this panel will consider the role of the wide range of historical fiction that precedes the publication of the Waverly novels.  This panel welcomes papers on any aspect of historical fiction, including, but not limited to: how historical fiction is related to other kinds of historical writing, discussions of historical fiction as a genre (in itself or in conversation with other genres), the reception of historical fiction, and the relationship between the gothic and historical fiction.  Papers which explore the interaction of historical fiction and a range of other disciplines (history, art, music, and so on) and papers on historical fiction other than British are encouraged.
“Toleration and its Discontents” Patrick Mello, U. of Notre Dame, 1237 Pyle Ave. South Bend,

IN, 46615; Tel: (530) 591-0206; Fax: (574) 631-4795; E-mail:  pmello@nd.edu
Toleration is an inherently ironic and unsatisfying concept that gives the appearance of inclusivity, but entails nothing of acceptance or equality. Such an understanding of tolerance informs Stanley Fish’s claim that “any regime of tolerance will be founded by an intolerant gesture of exclusion” and “those who institute such a regime will do everything they can to avoid confronting the violence that inaugurates it.” In other words, toleration is typically a pragmatic doctrine that favors political expedience over freedom of conscience. This is not to lose sight of the virtue of toleration as an alternative to persecution, which is surely to be applauded, but to question Whig history and its assumption that after the events of 1688-89 freedom of conscience became a fundamental human right. Indeed, eighteenth-century novelists, dramatists, and poets constantly highlight issues associated with religious difference in their subject matter, characters, and use of form. This panel seeks papers that complicate and deepen our understanding of the role of religious difference in the development of eighteenth-century literature, culture, and society.
“Publishing the Past: History and Eighteenth-Century Print Culture” Hannah Doherty, Dept.

of English, Stanford U., 460 Margaret Jacks Hall, Stanford, CA  94305; Tel: (415) 714-3654; E

mail: hdoherty@stanford.edu
From new editions of Chaucer to fictional portrayals (or imitations) of the past in works as diverse as Chatterton’s Rowley poems and Scott’s Waverley, the long eighteenth century saw a consistent engagement with producing national history. Even as the publishing industry itself moved rapidly towards modernity, with increasing production and circulation of printed materials of all sorts, it also provided authors, translators, editors and scholars with new means of disseminating their conceptions of the past, both recent and distant. This panel invites papers on any aspect of the past as it was imagined and produced in the long eighteenth century. 

Possible paper topics include: the rise of the historical novel; literary criticism and versions of the past; new publishing technologies and their effect on old texts; reception of historical or pseudo-historical works; the Gothic past; history as politics; and continuities or conflicts in portrayals of the English, Irish, Scottish or Welsh past.

“The Matter of Life in the Eighteenth Century” Andrea Haslanger, 9 Thanet Street 

London WC1H 9QL, UK; Tel: (+44)7532274648; E-mail:  ahaslanger@gmail.com
Life is typically understood as a property of bodies, and as a principle of structure, function, and sensitivity. It entails form and organic development, as well as physiological processes. But the question of whether life concerns the body alone preoccupies eighteenth-century discussions of the topic. This panel revisits the question of life in the eighteenth century—a topic of recent critical interest—to think about different localized meanings of the term. Papers might consider what counts as a living being (in literature, natural philosophy, law, or other fields) as well as how this question raises others about suffering, responsibility, and sociability. Is the inclusion of animals as well as plants in the category of life one that shifts attention away from the human? How does the life of an organism (i.e. a living body) relate to the life of a person (i.e. a legal subject)? Does the concept of life assume some degree of mindedness? Is intelligence part of the concept of life or is intelligent life distinct from mere or bare life, and if so, what are the consequences?
“The Mind of the Child in the Eighteenth Century” Patrick C. Fleming, 219 Bryan Hall, English

Dept., U. of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA, 22903; Tel: (702) 274-7349; E-mail:        

pcfleming@virginia.edu
This panel hopes to explore intersections between two major emerging fields of eighteenth-century studies: children’s literature and cognitive literary studies. 

Papers might address the extent to which pedagogical theorists considered the minds of children; if and how children’s texts envision the material brain; how the emerging field of child psychology shaped literary and cultural notions of childhood; scientific experiments on children; the place of the child’s mind in eighteenth-century poetry; children and the Royal Society; or a range of other topics. Papers with an interdisciplinary focus are especially encouraged.

“Changes in the Commons” Trevor Speller, LAB II 2263, The Evergreen State College, 2700

Evergreen Parkway NW, Olympia, WA, 98505; Tel: (360)867-6063; Fax: (360)867-5102 (Attn: T.

Speller); E-mail: spellert@evergreen.edu
This panel welcomes papers that examine changes in the history, ideas, and/or representation of the commons in the long eighteenth century. My hope is to create a space to investigate individual and collective rights and responsibilities, as well as the nature of common spaces, practices, and ideas. Three to four papers will be selected for presentation, based on quality, originality, and diversity of approaches. Paper topics might deal with subjects such as the enclosure movement, the philosophical underpinnings of common spaces, colonial settlement, communes, hunting rights, legal interpretations, artistic and literary treatments of commonality, and the like. Interdisciplinary approaches are particularly welcome. 

“Metaphor in the Poetry and Criticism of the Long Eighteenth Century” Mark A. Pedreira,

Dept. of English, College of Humanities, U. of Puerto Rico, San Juan, Puerto Rico 00931; Tel:

(787) 764-0000, ext. 2553; E-mail: prof.pedreira@gmail.com
Scholarship in the long eighteenth century has always had a strong interest in poetic metaphor. But more recent scholarship has broadened this interest to include interdisciplinary work on this subject from the perspectives of rhetoric, poetics, lexicography, and cognitive linguistics. 

My seminar will encourage such an interdisciplinary approach to the study of metaphor in the "poetry and criticism of the long eighteenth century." I envision a seminar with three or four speakers, with ample time for Q&A to follow.
“Politicizing Narrative, Narrating the Political” Christopher Loar AND  Peter De Gabriele,

(Loar) One Shields Ave., English Dept., U. of California-Davis, Davis, CA 95616; (De Gabriele)

315D Lee Hall, Dept. of English, P.O. Box E, Mississippi State, MS 39762; Tel: (530) 574-2905
(Loar); E-mail: cfloar@ucdavis.edu AND pdegab@english.msstate.edu
Politicizing Narrative, Narrating the Political. The long eighteenth century sees numerous developments in both the practices of narrative and the conceptualization of political categories such as citizenship, sovereignty, and political subjection, among others. This panel seeks papers that explore the relationship between these developments. Is there a politics of narrative form in the long eighteenth century? What forms of narration are necessary to political theory? What non-narrative tropes or forms might test the limits of the relation between the narrative form and the political? Chairs seek 3-4 15 minute papers addressing some of these questions; papers focused on British, European, or other contexts are welcome. 
“‘The paths of pleasure’: Games and Sports in the Eighteenth Century” Alexis Tadie, UFR
Anglais, Université Paris-Sorbonne, 1, rue Victor Cousin, 75005 Paris, FRANCE; E-mail:
alexis.tadie@stcatz.ox.ac.uk

The aim of this panel is to look at modes of entertainment in the eighteenth century, with specific reference to the emerging disciplines of sport. It wishes to address the shifting definitions and perceptions of sport. Most of the sports that were played until the eighteenth century have now disappeared, although certain names (tennis, billiard, bowls, fighting, etc.) are still familiar. What we now call sports often belonged to the culture of games. The frontier between sports and games was blurred; sports were indeed a component of local or regional celebrations, and were part of entertainment in a wider sense. The importance of gambling is also of importance in the development of certain sports. This panel invites proposals wishing to address these cultural shifts in the perceptions, uses and definitions of sports. Papers may also investigate the ways in which literary texts contribute to these changing perceptions.

“To See or Not to See: Epistolary Voyeurism” Hazel Gold, Dept. of Spanish and Portuguese,
501N Callaway Center / 537 Kilgo Cir., Emory U., Atlanta, GA 30322; Tel: (404) 727-0904 (office)
Fax: (404) 727-4072; E-mail: hgold@emory.edu

Both historically authentic letters and fictional epistolary texts are characterized by the tension between intimacy and exposure. The legal and moral imperative to protect the privacy of the letter’s contents and the writing self is pitted against the letter writer’s exhibitionism when committing thoughts and emotions to paper and is threatened by the involuntary interruption of confidential epistolary circuits through loss, theft/interception, forgery, postal misdirection, or unintended publication.  At the institutional level, the state postal system functions as a surveillance mechanism although the materiality of its intervention in private correspondence is often concealed.  Papers in this session will explore the implications of epistolarity as a potentially open secret that moves between the private and the public sphere.  Submissions are invited that draw from historical correspondences, literary texts,  postal legislation, letter manuals, or other genres (for instance, theater or painting) that represent the voyeuristic tendencies of epistolary exchange in the long eighteenth century.

“Pedagogy and Poetic Form” (Roundtable Workshop) David Fairer, School of English, U. of

Leeds, UK; Tel: (044) 113 3434 762; Fax: (044) 113 3434 774; E-mail: d.fairer@leeds.ac.uk  And:  

Deborah Weiss, Dept of English, U. of Alabama, Tuscaloosa; E-mail: dweiss@bama.ua.edu
This panel will address the practical challenges involved in teaching eighteenth-century poetry in the classroom, in particular with respect to matters of poetic form (meter, structure, genre, etc). How can we, as teachers of eighteenth-century literature, use class activities on poetic form to make the poetry of the period both accessible and enjoyable to students? Are there approaches that can enthuse and engage students critically without compromising on intellectual rigour? What technical elements might be introduced, and how? What level and type of historical and literary context would prove useful?


The panel seeks participants who are willing to share approaches to teaching the formal aspects of eighteenth-century poetry, perhaps ones that have been successful in the classroom. The panel is envisaged as being in part an experience-based, practical workshop rather than a theoretical roundtable, and so participants will be invited to engage the audience through active participation in the lesson or activity presented.
“Unreliable Narration in the Eighteenth Century” Nicholas Seager, School of Humanities,
Keele U., Keele, Staffordshire, ST5 5BG, United Kingdom; Tel: (+44 ) 1782 733142; E-mail:
n.p.seager@keele.ac.uk

Proposals are invited for papers which help to reconceive the nature of unreliable narration in the eighteenth century, be this in journalism, polemical writing, the novel, poetry, or other genres.  Analyses of individual works are welcome, as are broader overviews.  Presenters may opt for textual, theoretical or historical approaches to the subject, either to better historicize our understanding of narrative voice, demonstrate how unreliability operates in particular texts, or to fit works or genres into a larger poetics of unreliability.  The seminar will take the standard format, with three 20-minute presentations followed by wider discussion.  Please email enquiries or proposals to Nicholas Seager by (deadline), specifying any anticipated audio-visual requirements.
“Platonic Love in the Eighteenth Century (Fact and Fiction)” George Haggerty, Dept of
English-40, U. of California-Riverside, Riverside, CA  92521-0323; Tel: (310) 766-3592; E-mail:
gehaggerty@yahoo.com

Papers will be circulated beforehand.  Discussion will take place at the session.  Each Participant will give a 5-minute précis of her/his written paper.  


Is there anything that we could call Platonic Love in the eighteenth-century?  How does it function (in fact or fiction) and to what degree does it offer more than the sobriquet “only platonic” suggests.  What do powerful emotional relationships really offer in this period?
We Don’t Study Novels: New Approaches to Restoration and Early Eighteenth-Century
Fiction”  (Roundtable) Erin Keating, Dept. of English, Simon Fraser U., 8888 U. Dr., Burnaby,

BC, V5A 1S6, Canada; Tel: (604) 762-2264; E-mail: ekeating@sfu.ca

I envision this panel as a cross between a round table and a standard panel. Ideally it will have 5 panelists, each of whom will present for 10 minutes, after which the floor will be open for discussion. Draft versions of the panelist’s remarks will be circulated among the participants before the conference in order to facilitate discussion of the issues. 


The topic addresses a rise in interest in early forms of fiction and current attempts to describe these texts outside of the rubric of the novel (building on the work of Kate Loveman, Kathryn King, and Melinda Alliker Rabb). As such the panel will seek to answer questions regarding the importance or unimportance of working with genre theory, the legacy of the “rise of the novel” discourse for early prose fiction, the usefulness of contemporary theory for the field, etc. I hope to include geographically diverse perspectives on early fiction, including panelists knowledgeable in early French, Spanish, and/or German prose as well as English. 

“The Culture of Dress and Ornament” William W. Clark, Queens College and Graduate Center,
City U. of New York; 19 Edgehill Road, New Haven, Ct. 06511; Tel: (203) 773-1354; E-mail:
wwclark@comcast.net

Since Roche’s classic The Culture of Clothing, studies in the field of dress in the eighteenth century have moved from the general to the specific, including Styles’ Dress of the People and Pointon’s Brilliant Effects.  This session aims to explore problems revolving around the cultural significance of dress and adornment (both European and non-European) over the long eighteenth century from everyday life to court rituals and royal ceremonies, as well as in literature, in the theater,  and in the visual arts.  Topics might address issues of class, nationality, gender, occupation, and age.  Papers exploring the production, economics, social distribution of textiles, clothing, and all manner of accessories will also be welcome.

“Suicide in the Long Eighteenth Century” Max Grober, Dept. of History, Austin College, 900
N. Grand Ave, Suite 61640, Sherman TX 75090; Tel: (903) 813-2266; Fax:                    

(903) 813-2368; E-mail: mgrober@austincollege.edu

Did the eighteenth century bring something new in the history of suicide? Was suicide more common, in some places, than in previous centuries? Was it treated more leniently or rationally by some legal systems? Was its interpretation secularized or medicalized? Did its representation become a vehicle for the formation of class identity, the assertion of political liberty or moral autonomy, the reassertion of religious authority, the cultivation of sensibility, or the evolution of Neoclassicism and Romanticism? All approaches to the topic of suicide will be welcome, including but not limited to history, law, medicine, philosophy, religion, literature and the fine arts.

“The Unruliness of Restoration Drama” Anna Battigelli AND Deborah Payne Fisk, 
Battigelli; 173 Jabez Allen Rd., Peru, NY  12972; Fisk; Dept. of Literature, American U., Battelle 213, Washington, D.C., 20016-8047; Tel: Battigelli (518) 643-7158 home; Fisk (301) 938-4308 cell; Fax: Battigelli (518) 564-2149; Fisk (202) 885-2971; E-mail:  Battigelli  a.battigelli@att.net  Fisk  dfisk@american.edu
By reading Restoration drama as the product of unconscious or totalizing political forces, standard accounts oftentimes emphasize its formulaic quality; however, many plays were audacious, even reckless, colored by aesthetic experimentation and daring dramaturgical gambits.  Moreover, Restoration drama was an expressive medium shaped by defiant personalities.  How might we arrive, then, at a fuller account of the multiple forces informing this unruly body of literature?  We especially encourage papers that consider seriously the theme of this panel.  Discussions of individual plays should reach some sort of conclusion about what a given play tells us about Restoration drama as a whole.  150-word proposals should be sent to both Battigelli and Fisk.
“Can Narratives Enlighten?” James Wood, English Dept., 450 Serra Mall, Stanford U.,

Stanford, CA 94305-2087; Tel: (650) 796-7809; Fax: (650) 725-0755; E-mail:        
jrwood@stanford.edu
This panel invites papers that reopen the question of narrative and enlightenment.  It is often said that the novel is a vehicle for the Enlightenment, usually in view of their shared commitment to defining and representing actual experience and the autonomous individual.  The panel welcomes papers that take a critical view of the compatibility of narrative and Enlightenment, for example papers that consider the extent to which the two might be seen to move in opposite directions, papers that defend the orthodox position that sees the novels as a vehicle for Enlightenment from a new angle, or papers that look beyond the novel and explore the place of other narrative forms in the Enlightenment.
“A Digital Humanities Experiment, Year One: Aphra Behn Online” (Roundtable) Aleksondra

Hultquist, U. of Melbourne, 1/17 Byrne Ave, Elwood VIC 3184, Australia; E-mail:
aleksondra12@yahoo.com
Aphra Behn Online: Interactive Journal for Women in the Arts 1640-1830, launched in March 2011 at ASECS with the intent to create an interactive online community centered on women and the arts in the long eighteenth century.  As an online, free access journal, our aim is to publish excellent and relevant scholarship and other exciting and innovative work.  We hope to support the community of scholars (contributors and readers) with constructive and thoughtful (and signed) submission feedback and by providing a platform for the exploration of the exciting opportunities that online information and researching can offer, such as the blog and discussion forums, creative and meaningful use of the online format, and flexibility and creativity in publication schedules and formats.  This roundtable seeks to explore issues surrounding this new scholarly project and to position these issues--and the journal itself--within a larger trend toward online and interactive scholarship.  We are interested in talking about what has worked, what has been surprising about the process, and what audience feedback and involvement can teach us.  We encourage roundtable submissions that evaluate successes and hiccups both in regards to our journal and to others and engage and participate in a discussion about the perils, pleasures, and possibilities of online scholarship.

“Deep in the Art of Texas” Amy Freund, Texas Christian U., School of Art,  TCU Box 29800,

Fort Worth, TX 76129; Tel: (817) 542-5862; E-mail: a.freund@tcu.edu
Texas is rich – and its riches include important collections of eighteenth-century art. This panel will bring together academics, curators, and conservators engaged in research on works of art in public and private Texas collections. The goals of the seminar are: 1) to introduce ASECS members to recent scholarship on often-understudied objects in Texas collections; and  2) to foster dialogue between academics and museum professionals, both in Texas and in the Americas more largely considered. The panel will thus build on recent art historical scholarship that bridges the divide between academic and museum practice to develop new ways of thinking about the materiality of the art object. It will also, because of the diversity of Texas’s collections, encourage participants and audience members to make connections between European, American, and Latin American objects, and to think concretely about the “global eighteenth century.”

 
Participants will be asked to develop brief (8-10 minute) presentations on a single object or collection of objects. More and shorter papers will, I hope, create the conditions for lively discussion. Collections of interest include (but are certainly not limited to): the Kimbell Art Museum in Fort Worth, the Dallas Museum of Art, the Meadows Museum at SMU in Dallas, the Houston Museum of Fine Arts, the San Antonio Museum of Art, the McNay Art Museum in San Antonio, and the Blanton Museum of Art in Austin.

“Why We Argue about the Way We Read” (Roundtable) Lisa A. Freeman, U. of IIlinois at

Chicago, Dept. of English, m/c 162, 601 S. Morgan Street, Chicago, IL  60607; Tel: (312) 355

2530; E-mail: lfreeman@uic.edu
Drawing on recent discussions about the merits of "deep" reading or "surface" reading, this panel will explore what's at stake in these debates for eighteenth-century studies.  The panel is open to any number of approaches to reading:  feminist, materialist, historicist, formalist, etc. and any number of genres: novels, drama, or poetry.  Panelists will each be given ten minutes to offer their remarks.

“Italian Literature As Seen From The Outside” Rachel A. Walsh, U. of Denver,   2000 E.
Asbury Ave. Sturm 341, Denver CO 80210; Tel: (303) 871-3492; Fax: (303) 871-4555; E-mail:  
rachel.walsh@du.edu
 
This panel will focus recent explorations of the many definitions of Italian literature as described from outside of Italy by “insiders” and “outsiders” during the eighteenth century. Papers that present innovative studies on the conflict of literary composition regarding genre, as debated by those residing within and outside of Italy, are particularly welcome. Papers addressing Italian rebuttal to outside criticism also are especially encouraged.   


Please send a 200 word abstract and a brief biographical description to Prof. Rachel A. Walsh 

“The Iberian Jews in the Old and New Worlds” Gloria Eive,1814 Marineview Drive; San

Leandro, CA 94577; Tel: (510) 895-9118; Fax: (510) 895-5960; E-mail: geive@silcon.com
Impelled by the Edict of Expulsion (1492), by coercive pressures to convert to Catholicism, and persecution during the Counter-Reformation and the following centuries, thousands of Iberian Jews emigrated, seeking better lives and fortunes in Turkey, Russia, and, especially, in the New World, . Whether living openly as Jews or concealed as conversos, their literary and artistic contributions and their commercial activities were of great importance to the societies in which they lived. This panel examines the activities and roles of the Iberian Jews in the Old and New Worlds in the long eighteenth century.

“Gendered Objects in the Long Eighteenth Century” Jennifer Germann AND Heidi Strobel, Germann, Dept. of Art History, Ithaca College, 953 Danby Road, Ithaca, NY 14850; Strobel, Dept. of Archaeology & Art History, U. of Evansville, 1800 Lincoln Avenue, Evansville, Indiana 47722; Tel: Germann: (607 274-1527; Strobel: (812) 746-9711; Fax: Germann: (607) 274-1774; Strobel: (812) 488-2430; E-mail: jgermann@ithaca.edu; hs40@evansville.edu
The study of material objects provides a significant entryway to understanding formations of gender in eighteenth-century Europe. Material goods and aesthetic objects, while at the center of lived experience, are often marginalized in academic inquiry. This panel will focus on the investigation of early modern conceptions of gender and identity in relation to those objects. Paper proposals should address some of the following questions: how does material culture contribute to the formation of gendered identity? How do objects, practices, and people become feminine or masculine, and what are the consequences of this type of gendering? How are relationships constructed and reinforced through objects? What role does the gendered object play in cultural exchange? Can gender itself be an object of a material cultural study? We particularly encourage interdisciplinary papers that address global objects and topics. 

“Visualization and Eighteenth-Century Print Culture” Robin Valenza AND Mark Vareschi, 510

George St. New Brunswick, NJ 08901; Tel: (908) 420-1396 (Vareschi); (608) 233-1737 (Valenza);

E-mail: valenza@wisc.edu AND vareschi@rci.rutgers.edu
We have tended to think of the study of print culture as synonymous with the study of the printed word. How, then, can we begin to think beyond, or in addition to, the printed word and to the entire realm of the visual within print culture? This panel seeks contributions that take up visualization and the visual, broadly conceived, within and across the printed texts of the eighteenth century. This could include period illustrations, ekphrastic writing, or digital approaches to analyzing the print explosion of the eighteenth century. We encourage submissions that focus on a broad sweep of eighteenth-century materials, that speak to the strengths and possibilities of incorporating visual information into our our study of printed matter.

“‘The Way Aspersions are Cast’: Can Anecdotes and Rumours be Useful Sources for the Biographies of Women Writers?” Debbie Welham, Faculty of Arts, U. of Winchester, Winchester, SO22 4NR, UK; E-mail: debbie.welham@winchester.ac.uk
In 1986 Dale Spender questioned the ways in which oft repeated character traits came to be attached to particular women writers, for example the assertion that Charlotte Lennox was personally disliked by women. Spender pondered how such rumours started and also asked why, despite evidence to the contrary, erroneous information and ‘aspersions’ were still repeated many years later. For Spender, possibly because so little accurate information existed, the anecdotes and aspersions that circulated detracted from biography, rather than added to it. But, this panel invites participants to explore whether, and how, literary anecdotes, rumours, and gossip referring to women writers might now add to our research methods. Can these types of materials be useful to our understanding of women writers, perhaps in going beyond the ‘factual’ (birth, death, marriage), or in aiding the finding of other evidence? 

“Transgressive Continental Sexualities in the Long Eighteenth Century” Clorinda Donato,

721-B Elvira Ave Redondo Beach, CA, 90277; Tel: (310) 386-2114; Fax: (310) 316-9220; E-mail:
donato@csulb.edu
This panel seeks proposals that discuss figures of transgressive sexuality in continental Europe that question dominant gender constructions in the long eighteenth century.  Questions to be addressed include definitions of transgressive sexualities and their performative spectacle; how texts or images construct transgressive sexualities; and how the appearance of the transgressive figure highlights cultural anxieties surrounding the construction of gender formation.


“Life and Luxury: Material Culture and Decorative Arts” Denise Amy Baxter, Dept. of Art Education and Art History, College of Visual Arts and Design, 1155 Union Circle, #305100, Denton, TX 76203-5017; Tel: (805) 708-5275; Fax: (940) 565-4717; Email:
denise.baxter@unt.edu
Given the opportunity of the Paris: Life and Luxury exhibition, originating at the Getty and on view at the Museum of Fine Arts Houston during the time of this annual meeting, what issues remain to be explored concerning life and luxury or, material culture and decorative arts? Recent scholarly concern has been paid to embodied practice and the use to which clothing and other forms of material cultural production have been put in what Mimi Hellman, for example, has termed the “work of leisure,” and how these objects themselves shaped eighteenth-century bodies and minds alike. This session seeks both to reflect and expand upon this discourse. Papers that consider the circulation and use of objects, that consider relationships between representation as and of objects, and those that reflect on the current trajectory of scholarly analysis and methodological approaches are especially sought. 

“The Butch Eighteenth Century” Sarah Nicolazzo, Program in Comparative Literature, U. of

Pennsylvania, 720 Williams Hall, Philadelphia, PA 19104; Tel: (215) 898-6836; Fax: (215) 573

9451; E-mail: nicsa@sas.upenn.edu
“The Butch Eighteenth Century” is about an approach to eighteenth-century gender that is necessarily a little facetious.

Martha Vicinus has proposed the notion of 'lesbian-like' relations--historical relations that may evoke partial identification or recognition as 'lesbian' but nonetheless maintain their historical alterity. Inspired by her model, this panel asks what might be gained by a presentist investment in 'butch-like' histories. This panel invites and explores questions about the role of presentism in our literary and historical methodologies. Rather than cordoning off presentism as necessarily anachronistic, this panel offers a space in which to discuss the limits and fictions of the idea of anachronism itself. This panel invites papers that explore and develop the relationship between historicism and anachronism, with specific regard to the history of gender and sexual behaviors. 

What might it mean to investigate the eighteenth century from the decidedly anachronistic location of 'butch' -- a term of even more recent vintage than 'homosexual'? How might an investment in historicizing dissident, nonhegemonic, or queer masculinities produce a different eighteenth century? How might a 'butch eighteenth century' make space for conversation between queer and transgender theories in eighteenth-century studies? 

This panel invites papers on:


-'female masculinity' in eighteenth-century literature and culture


-class and masculinity in the eighteenth century


-transgender theory/history and eighteenth-century studies

-eighteenth-century juridical, medical, and scientific discourses on nonhegemonic masculinities


-the role of anachronism in pre-modern gender and sexuality studies


-the problems and possibilities of transhistorical ‘recognition’ and identification


-lesbian and feminist historiographic debates 


-the methodology of eighteenth-century gender and sexuality studies
“The Problems and Pleasures of Taking Account: Twenty-first Century Biographers of

Eighteenth-Century People (Roundtable)” Sharon Harrow, Dept. of English, Shippensburg U.

of Pennsylvania AND Dale Katherine Ireland, The Graduate Center/CUNY, Harrow: English

Dept., Shippensburg U., 1871 Old Main Dr., Shippensburg, PA 17257; Tel: Harrow:  (717 ) 477

1183; E-mail: Harrow: srharr@ship.edu  Ireland: dalekatherine@comcast.net
Is it true, as Samuel Johnson wrote in The Rambler, that “no species of writing seems more worthy of cultivation than biography”? This Roundtable seeks proposals that address the problems and pleasures of writing biographies of eighteenth-century people.  Papers could approach this subject from a number of different perspectives, including literary, historical, theatrical, cultural, and political.  A number of questions might be addresses: what constitutes a biographical source?  Do considerations of authenticity figure into the shaping of biography?  To what extent is the biographical writer visible?  Which lives merit biographical attention?  (How) do gender, race, class, ethnicity influence biographical writing?  What other genres impact biography?  We invite proposals on these or other delightful and useful subjects.
“Scotland, England, and Copyright Law” Jared Richman, Dept. of English,  14. E. Cache La

Poudre St., Armstrong Hall, Colorado College, Colorado Springs, CO 80903; Tel: (719) 389-6889;

Fax: (719) 389-6833; E-mail: jrichman@coloradocollege.edu
Narratives tracing the emergence of copyright law in Britain often cast

the booksellers of London in starring roles, both as heros and as

villains. Attempting to secure their effective monopoly over the book

trade, it is said, the London booksellers lobbied parliament and brought

suit against their competitors, effectively creating a new form of private

property.

Bearing in mind the way that these figures of the book trade have been

portrayed by such narratives, this panel invites papers asking a broad

range of questions that place issues of national identity alongside those

relating to intellectual property. For example, what does the emergence of

copyright look like from the perspective of the growing Scottish book

trade? How do we understand this trade in light of what Ronan Deazley has

called the "unique system of legal pluralism" that resulted from the Act

of Union in 1707?  How did the "battle of the booksellers" participate in

and modulate the construction of the British nation-state? How did

persistent internal divisions between Scotland and England -- whether

legal, economic, or cultural -- alter the course of mid-century copyright

debates? And what can we learn from the copyright debates about the

relationship between property and nation? Papers addressing any of these

issues are particularly welcome.


“Family Plots: Siblings”  Shawn Lisa Maurer, Dept. of English, College of the Holy 
Cross, One College Street, Worcester, MA 01610; Tel: (617) 983-1869; E-mail: smaurer@holycross.edu
While the relationship of parents to children has long served as a focus for historians and literary scholars of the long eighteenth century, far less critical attention has been paid to relations between and among siblings. In eighteenth-century novels, siblings play a wide variety of roles—including mentor, guardian, rival, antagonist, confidant, and foil; their behavior often serves to drive a plot or develop a character. Siblings, in effect, are everywhere. How, then, do we understand these rich and often complicated relationships in a wider historical and cultural context? In particular, what part do sibling

relations play in the broader transformation of familial roles and generational authority? In addition to novelistic depictions, panelists might look to letters, journals, and conduct literature, among other sources; I am especially interested in papers that address visual as well as narrative representations of sibling relationships. 

“La Nouvelle France” Jennifer Tsien, 302 Cabell Hall, U. of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA 22904;

Tel: (434) 295-6946; Fax: (434) 924-7157; E-mail: tsien@virginia.edu
This panel concerns the French colonies in the Americas, which provided much material for Enlightenment thinkers to reflect upon and which reconfigured the European worldview in various ways. All disciplinary approaches are welcomed, including literary, historical, anthropological, and art historical studies of la Nouvelle France. Papers may be submitted in English or French.

“A Rehearsed Reading of Jane Austen’s The Visit” Michael Burden, John Richetti, Lisa

Zunshine, New College Oxford; Tel: (44) 1865 2769 555; Fax: (44) 1865 290 590; E-mail: 
michael.burden@new.ox.ac.uk
Among Jane Austen’s output is a small drama - THE VISIT – which we plan as we have done in the past, to stage as a rehearsed reading. The play is quite short, and we intend to expand the session with some comparative texts, including the type of play that Jane Austen was in this drama parodying. She also mentions two plays in the text - The School for Jealousy" & "The Travelled Man – both of which pick up on dramatic topoi of the late eighteenth century, and which we hope to discuss in a session following the readings.
“Fiction and Philosophy in the Age of Enlightenment” Melissa Ganz, Dept. of English,
Harvard U., Barker Center, 12 Quincy Street, Cambridge, MA 02138; Tel: (617) 384-7451; E-mail:
mganz@fas.harvard.edu
From the casuistical dilemmas that permeate Defoe’s fiction to the ethical cases that mark Austen’s prose, eighteenth-century novelists show a keen interest in questions of moral philosophy.  This panel seeks to investigate the overlapping concerns and mutual influences of novelists and ethicists in the Enlightenment.  How do imaginative writers draw upon and/or challenge contemporary theories of justice?  How do novelists and philosophers respond to or differ from each other in their approaches to questions concerning contract, consent, sympathy, marriage, slavery, revolution, or reform?  Papers might pair a novelist with a philosopher, or they might offer a broader assessment of the relationship between fiction and ethics in this period.  Alternatively, they might examine the uses of fiction or narrative in philosophical texts.

“Henry Fielding: New Approaches” Carrie Shanafelt, 171 Montrose Ave. #1 Brooklyn, NY

11206; Tel: (347) 534-6531; E-mail:  carrieshanafelt@gmail.com
Henry Fielding's fiction, drama, and non-fiction interrogate the moral stakes of negotiating between private and public selves at a crucial moment in the development of public discourse. This panel solicits proposals for papers describing new interdisciplinary approaches to the work of Henry Fielding that engage this historical context, creating connections with studies in eighteenth-century law, philosophy, or culture. Papers might address Fielding's treatment of sexual desire, gender performance, disability, criminal law, politics, or the act of storytelling itself. We especially seek proposals for presentations that will describe and demonstrate a novel methodological approach to Fielding's work. Proposals of roughly 250 words in length should be sent to Carrie Shanafelt.
“The British Grand Tour” Alison O’Byrne and Jim Watt, Centre for Eighteenth Century Studies, U. of York, King’s Manor, Exhibition Square, York YO1 7EP, Great Britain; Tel: (+44) 01904 324992; Fax: (+44) 01904 324989; E-mail: alison.obyrne@york.ac.uk; jim.watt@york.ac.uk 

These two panels will examine the development of tourism within Britain in the long eighteenth century from an interdisciplinary perspective.  Papers are invited that address any aspect of tourism in Britain in the period, including but not limited to the construction of tourist itineraries, aesthetic responses to the landscape, the relationship between tourism and literary and artistic production (both the traveler’s own, as well as topographical texts and prints aimed at tourists), and the role of domestic tourism in the foundation of the identity of modern Britain.     
189.
“Marginalia and E-Readers?: The Extra-Textual Study of Eighteenth-Century Literature Then and Now” Misty Krueger, for Spring 2011: 301 McClung Tower, Dept. of English, U. of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tennessee, 37996;  for Fall 2011: Division of English and Humanities, U. of Maine at Farmington, 246 Main Street, Farmington, Maine 04938; Tel: (210) 478-0795;  E-mail: mistykrueger@gmail.com
Sam Anderson’s recent New York Times online article about digital readers and the possibility of “e-marginalia” argues that “digital technology, rather than destroying the tradition of marginalia, could actually help us return it to its gloriously social eighteenth-century roots.” Anderson’s timely piece, directed at the many readers who now privilege the purchase of an e-book over a print text, insists that this technology does not mean that we are approaching the end of marginalia. The purpose of this panel is to extend the conversation about marginalia related to eighteenth-century books. Papers that address readers annotating texts in the eighteenth century, or by later readers of eighteenth-century texts, are welcome. Papers that concentrate on the productive nature of extra-textual elements of eighteenth-century texts are encouraged, as are papers that connect the study of eighteenth-century texts to the current boom in digital e-readers, such as Kindle or Nook.  

“War, Mutiny, and Rebellion in the Ibero-American World” Margaret R. Ewalt, 
36 Edith Ave, Winston-Salem, NC 27106; Tel: (336) 722-0987; Fax: (336) 758-4432; E-mail: ewaltmr@wfu.edu

San Antonio was founded in the Viceroyalty of New Spain and then was part of Mexico until the nineteenth century, so our ASECS meeting location reminds us of the prominence of the Ibero-American World during the long Eighteenth-Century. This session invites wide interpretations of its title to explore political, social, or religious tensions, resistance, and/or violence. I hope to receive proposals from various perspectives: Spanish-American, Anglo-American, Native-American, African-American, or Asian-American.
“Representations of Sexual Violence in the Long Eighteenth Century” Anne Greenfield, 
1261 Lipan St. Denver, CO 80204; Tel: (720) 548-8780; E-mail: anne.greenfield@du.edu

Sexual violence was a favorite subject of many eighteenth-century writers, artists, and thinkers, and representations of sexual violence appeared in literary works, the visual arts, historical and political treatises, criminal records, and much more. While recent scholars have examined sexual violence in many of these venues, rarely are these representations considered in relation to one another. This panel seeks to examine the shared ideologies, conflicts, and intersections of representations of sexual violence in the long eighteenth century. Papers examining sexual violence in one or more venue between 1660 and 1830 are welcome from any discipline.
“I Testify: Truth and Self in Law and Fiction” Kate Gaudet, McNeil Center for Early American

Studies, 3355 Woodland Walk, Philadelphia PA 19104; Tel: (207) 450-2246; Fax: (215) 573

3391; E-mail: ksgaudet@uchicago.edu
This panel will explore the intersections between legal testimony and fictional narrative .  In courtrooms and novels, individuals tell their own stories in order to convince audiences of particular truths.  In both, outcomes depend on establishing character, generating sympathy, and suggesting motive and justification.  We solicit papers that investigate the relationship between story, truth, and person in eighteenth-century fiction and law.  Topics might include stagings of legal process in novels; usage of legal concepts in fictional concepts of self; novelistic elements within jurisprudence; or comparisons between legal and fictional definitions of truth or self.  Papers that compare legal processes over time or among nations are particularly welcome.
“Rousseau, Sade and the Critique of Representation”  Ourida Mostefai, Romance Languages

& Literatures Dept., Boston College, Lyons Hall, 140 Commonwealth Avenue, Chestnut Hill, MA

02467-3804; Tel: (617) 552-3518; Fax: (617) 552-2064; E-mail: mostefai@bc.edu
This panel invites papers dealing with the critique of representation in Sade and Rousseau:  comparative approaches are especially welcome. Among suggested topics: polemics on representation, the critique of theatricality, and novelistic theories and practices.
“Shaftesbury: Ancient? or Modern?” Lorraine Clark, Lady Eaton College, Trent U., 1755 West

Bank Drive, Peterborough, Ontario, Canada K9J 7B8; Tel: (705) 748-1011x7630; E-mail:
lclark@trentu.ca
The recent turn to aesthetics and virtue ethics in literary studies should bring Shaftesbury to the fore as a seminal author in both fields, centrally, through his attempts to restore a teleological understanding of nature and human nature (Aristotle) to modernity (Hobbes and Locke). He thus initiates what Alasdair MacIntyre (After Virtue) has urged ought to be the project of contemporary virtue ethics, a recognition that moral philosophy can and should be based on an Aristotelian understanding of nature and human nature as not necessarily metaphysically but rather biologically teleological. Shaftesbury’s distinctive “pocket-mirror,” the magical glass of “soliloquy,” a self-discoursing praxis through which he attempts to link Ancient and Modern, moral idealism and empiricism, aesthetics (poetry) and ethics (philosophical dialogue), the public character of a nation (manners) and the private character of individuals, suggests a model of representation perhaps uniquely characteristic of the British as opposed to continental Enlightenment, as well as one potentially useful to our own times.

The session would invite papers exploring the title question through examining any aspects of Shaftesbury’s thought: are his ideas of mimesis, subjectivity, theatricality, comedy, “moral taste,” sociability, conversation, manners, politeness, liberty (political and religious as well as aesthetic) properly Ancient or Modern? Does he for instance hold proto-Kantian views of aesthetics inviting disinterested aesthetic spectatorship? Is his model of subjectivity a modern “internalist” one? To what extent does his position in the quarrel between the Ancients and the Moderns illuminate other authors perhaps similarly positioned, for example, Fielding and Jane Austen?

“Poetry and Posterity” John  Sitter, English Dept., U. of Notre Dame, 356 O’Shaughnessy,

Notre Dame, IN 46556; Tel: ( 574) 631-4702; (574) 631-7185; Fax: (574) 631-4795; E-mail:
jsitter@nd.edu
Protesting that one’s poem will outlive the present age is a traditional authorial trope, but poets writing during the long eighteenth century often make more particular appeals to the existence and perhaps judgments of posterity.  This session invites papers that consider the nature of eighteenth-century poets’ claims on future generations, explicit or implicit.  Issues addressed might include varying conceptions of the relation of poetry to prophecy throughout the period, the poetic tension between writing to and through the present, and the poetic imagining of historical change and stages.

“Women’s History of Achievement: What’s in the Archive?” Olivera Jokic, English Dept.,

John Jay College, CUNY, 619 W 54th ST, New York, NY 10019; Tel: (734) 709 4900; E-mail:
ojokic@jjay.cuny.edu
This panel invites papers that engage with the methodological challenges facing scholarship on women’s writing. Usually we celebrate women’s overcoming of the (perhaps tenuous) divide between the public and the private spheres; or we praise them for participation in traditionally masculinist intellectual projects such as natural science or “the Enlightenment.” This panel seeks to examine how we shape the standards by which we recognize and construct the fields of women’s accomplishment.

To engage with the process of selection of women’s exemplary political, intellectual or cultural endeavors is to raise questions about the kinds of sources we use as evidence of women’s competence. This panel asks whether it is possible to consider the archive of women's writing more broadly than we do currently. We welcome papers that examine how the kinds of women’s activity we privilege canonize literary texts and legitimize historical documents. What does our taste in literature or documentation tell us about the hierarchy of women’s professions we construct? What kinds of literacy do we imagine for eighteenth-century women? What kinds of eighteenth-century women’s history do we imagine for ourselves?

“Eighteenth-Century Women and Social Networks” Courtney Beggs & Meghan Parker, 4227

TAMU, College Station, TX  77842; Tel: (979) 446-0626 or (979) 845-3452; Fax: (979) 862-2292;

E-mail:  courtney.beggs@qatar.tamu.edu, meghan_lee@neo.tamu.edu 

As mothers, writers, theater managers, wives, lovers, shop owners, actresses, and artists, women frequently worked with each other to advance individual and sometimes collective goals. This panel invites papers that explore the ways women used their ability to network as a means of creating new work spaces and types of work for themselves, redefining acceptable social boundaries, negotiating new areas of influence, and/or transforming the commercial literary marketplace in a number of capacities. Possible areas of discussion might include women’s shaping of and responses to contemporary attitudes toward their participation in commercial literary and artistic production, women’s collective efforts to make themselves commercially viable, the negotiation of the rhetoric of female writers as "performers," and women’s writing (especially to other women) as a type of social networking. As writers, patrons, friends, and colleagues, what were the networking tools available to eighteenth-century women and how did they use them to increase their presence and productivity in commercial, literary, economic, and artistic avenues? 

“A 21st-Century Cultural History of Women in the Age of  Enlightenment” (Roundtable) Ellen Pollak, Dept.  of English, Michigan State U., 201 Morrill Hall, East Lansing, Michigan 48824; Tel: (517) 351-9538; Fax: (517) 353-3755; E-mail: pollak@msu.edu
May of 2012 will see the publication of A Cultural History of Women in the Age of Enlightenment, volume 4 of an interdisciplinary, six-volume series entitled A Cultural History of Women (Berg/Palgrave). This richly illustrated volume under my editorship features chapters on such topics as the life cycle, bodies & sexuality, religion & popular belief, medicine & disease, the public & the private, work & education, power, and artistic representation, written from a number of different disciplinary perspectives. Authors include such well-known eighteenth-century scholars as Kathleen Brown, Susan Lanser, Phyllis Mack, Lisa Forman Cody, Joan B. Landes, Susanne Kord, Charlotte Sussman, and Ruth Perry. 

In addition to bringing this valuable teaching resource to the attention of the ASECS membership, the roundtable proposed here will provide an opportunity to engage the participation of the broader ASECS community in a discussion of the volume’s topics in a way that takes us beyond the book itself and allows roundtable discussants and those present both to explore the different workings of gender in the respective spheres engaged by the volume (discursive, material, and disciplinary) and to grapple with relevant problems of historiography.  Four of the volume contributors (Professors Landes, Lanser, Perry, and Sussman [with Pollak as moderator]) have agreed to discuss the unique professional challenges and opportunities involved in producing essays of this sort for a student and general readership. I have also invited them to address the more self-reflexive question of how the current moment in their own cultural (and professional) histories influenced the writing of their chapters and inflects their individual contributions. Why write a cultural history of women in the age of Enlightenment in the early 21st century? 

We anticipate that the session will appeal to the ASECS membership on several fronts. Because of the way the volume and the series are structured, these books will be of interest to those teaching general courses on the cultural history of women and gender as well as more specialized courses on the eighteenth century.  We also expect lively discussion of the demands of this particular genre of scholarly work—increasingly relevant as presses turn out more and more handbooks and reference works— and about how to bring intellectually innovative approaches to reach broader and less specialized reading audiences. Finally, the meditations of seasoned scholars on the personal meanings of summative articles cannot fail to interest an academic audience. 

“Green Space in Eighteenth-Century Literature and Culture” Mary Crone-Romanovski, The Ohio State U., Dept. of English, Denney Hall 421, 164 W. 17th Ave., Columbus, OH 43210; Tel: (614) 314-6362; E-mail: mary.croneromanovski@gmail.com
This panel invites papers that address the role of “green space” – gardens, wildernesses, parks, fields, the “bowling green,” conservatories, etc. – in eighteenth-century literature and culture.  The types of green spaces represented in literature and art of the period range from the highly-sculpted gardens of the noblest London houses and County seats to the fields and paths of modest farms to unmapped wildernesses both domestic and abroad. Thus, this panel seeks to better understand how representations of vastly different types of green space can be understood as participating in the same project by asking, “What is the significance of green space to eighteenth-century conceptions of space, self, and social order?”  This panel seeks to bring together multidisciplinary approaches for considering the role of green space in eighteenth-century literature and culture.

“Bellies and Underbellies: Waste, Consumption, and the Eighteenth Century” Krystal

McMillen, Dept. of English U. of Colorado, Boulder 226 UCB, Hellems 101 Boulder, CO 80309;

Tel: (303) 652-7353; E-mail: krystal.mcmillen@colorado.edu
The Eighteenth Century has been dubbed the nascent moment of consumerism and consumer society.  Yet, in an ever increasing world of goods, what becomes of the bad?  How does an expanding Empire, and an increasingly urbanized populace deal with the aftermath of its excesses? This panel seeks to ponder issues of waste in the Eighteenth Century.  In seeking to understand how notions of excess and excrement might inform larger concerns of the period proposals considering both personal issues of waste and societal issues of waste are encouraged.  

“Allan Ramsay: Poet, Printer, Editor, Song Collector, Scots Revivalist” Jeff Strabone,

Connecticut College, 640 Williams St., Apt. 1S, New London, CT 06320; Tel: (347) 407-1012; E-

mail: jeff@strabone.com
My panel will focus, quite simply, on Allan Ramsay, the Scots poetry revivalist, collector of songs, editor of reliques, and mediator of Scots literary history. Having a Ramsay-dedicated panel at ASECS, as ECSSS recently did in 2009, would be very timely. Recent studies of Ramsay’s work are growing in number and depth: Murray Pittock has made the case for Ramsay as an early romantic; Steve Newman has argued that he “pioneered ideas of sympathy and historical development crucial to the Scottish Enlightenment”; Corey Andrews has studied Ramsay’s poetry in the context of club culture; Leith Davis has argued that his distinct method of song-collecting defied English hegemony; and so on. Ramsay’s work bears on several of the bigger questions current in our period: Anglo-Scottish literary relations; orality versus print; dialect poetry; cultural resistance; eighteenth-century mediation; bardic nationalism; and the origins of romanticism. There is a real revival underway of interest in Ramsay. The time has come for a Ramsay-dedicated panel at ASECS.
“Pompeii and Herculaneum in the Eighteenth Century” Julie-Anne Plax, 5610 E  7th Street,

Tucson AZ 85711; Tel: (520) 745-9124; Fax: (520) 621-2955; E-mail: jplax@email.arizona.edu
This session invites papers that explore any aspect of the excavations at Pompeii and Herculaneum in the eighteenth century. This could include the excavations themselves and the growth of a scientific archaeology, new attitudes towards the classical past, influence on the arts, fashions and furnishing, an examination the objects that were found during excavations and their role in the antiquities market and the establishment of scientific societies, and literature inspired by Pompeii.

“Novel Objects: Materials in Eighteenth-Century Italian Science” Sabrina Ferri, Dept. of

Romance Languages and Literatures, 343 O’Shaughnessy Hall, U. of Notre Dame, Notre Dame,

Indiana 46556; Tel: (574) 339-0350; E-mail: ferri.3@nd.edu
Heirs to the Scientific Revolution, scientists in eighteenth-century Italy played a major role in the development of material knowledge and the study of objects in general, ranging from biological materials, such as plants and blood, to geological formations such as fossils and rocks. By combining the methods of the natural sciences with those of antiquarianism, their eclectic approach redefined the study of material objects and blended the boundaries between organic/inorganic and nature/culture. This panel seeks to explore how eighteenth-century scientists in Italy conceived of the encounter between nature and culture and how their methodology redefined the epistemological and ontological status of material objects.

“Romantic-era Novels and Poetic Genius” Elizabeth Neiman, 315 Neville Hall, Dept. of English, U. of Maine, Orono ME 04469; Tel: (952) 250-1641; E-mail:    Elizabeth_Neiman@umit.maine.edu

Stephen C. Behrendt has recently argued that Romantic-era literary production is characterized by “an active--even an interactive--community of writers and readers” (British Women Poets and the Romantic Writing Community 4).  Can we say the same about this era’s novelists?  Behrendt argues that women poets write a “Romanticism” that differs from this period’s poets but that still is in conversation with what comes to be characterized as “high” Romanticism.  What kinds of Romanticism(s) do Romantic-era novelists write?    This panel requests papers that explore novelists’ conversations with each other and with Romantic-era poets; special consideration will go to those papers that explore how novelists appropriate and/or critique poetical language and the new ethos of poetic genius to authorize the novelists work. 

“Literature and Human Rights in the Eighteenth Century” Ramesh Mallipeddi, Dept. of
English 1247 HW, 695 Park Avenue Hunter College, CUNY, New York, NY 10065; Fax: (212)
772-5411; E-mail: ramesh.mallipeddi@hunter.cuny.edu

This panel invites proposals that examine the relationship between literature and human rights. Two recent studies—Lynn Hunt’s Inventing Human Rights (2007) and Joseph Slaughter’s Human Rights, Inc. (2007)—have traced the origins of rights discourse to the eighteenth century, especially to specific literary forms like the sentimental novel and the Bildungsroman. While Hunt argues that rights were first “imagined” in the epistolary novels of Richardson and Rousseau before they became a political reality during the Declarations, Slaughter maintains that the notion of individual development represented in the Bildungsroman (in particular, Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe) provided the model for the international human rights law. In these two accounts, literature is alternately seen as ideologically complicit and politically emancipatory. In this context, I invite submissions that interrogate the role of literature in imagining and articulating rights in the eighteenth century. Possible topics for discussion include the intersections between humanitarian sensibility and human rights; the place of sentimental fiction, the epistolary novel, and autobiographical testimony as privileged vehicles for imagining rights; and the use of the rhetoric of rights in anti-slavery movements. Papers that focus on ways in which various marginal groups, especially women and slaves, appropriated the discourse of rights from below are especially welcome. Please send a 500-word abstract.  
‘“The ruling passion conquers reason still’: Passion and Literature in the Age of Reason”
Jenna Sutton, Stanford U., Dept. of English, 450 Serra Mall, Building 460, Room 201, Stanford,

CA 94305-2087; Tel: (310) 926-1224; Fax: (650) 725-0755; E-mail: jsutton@stanford.edu
Anger is the first word in the Western literary tradition: “Rage – Goddess, sing the rage of Peleus’ son Achilles.”  Achilles, the original epic hero, is a man defined by his anger – and his anger in turn defines both the contours of the epic and the limits of the human.  From the first, the relationship between passion and reason has been a problem for poets and philosophers alike.  Passion is destructive, but it is also a productive; it is a virtue and a vice, pain and pleasure, judgment and action.

But despite its pedigree, the ruling passion has a sordid reputation in the eighteenth century: it is as dangerous as a gale, and as ridiculous as a hobby horse.  The ruling passion drives men mad, makes women base, and destroys the very foundations of civilized society.  But even as passion destroys a Caleb Williams, it protects a Clarissa Harlowe.  Passion gives voice and form to satire and epic, it is the subject of the novel, the object of Romantic genius.

This panel invites papers on all aspects of passion in the eighteenth century – from the sociological to the psychological, the medical to the philosophical, the literary to the political.  Interdisciplinary works are especially encouraged.  What is the relationship between passion and genre?  How does passion inform sentiment (or vice versa)?  What is the role of passion in the life of the individual?  Is the ruling passion destructive or constructive?  Are civility and passion incompatible?  How does passion (re)invent itself against and within the ideology of reason?  What happens to Achilles’ rage in the Age of Enlightenment?  What is passion, anyway?

“Playing Indian in the Eighteenth-Century Trans-Atlantic World” Kelly Wisecup, Dept. of

English, U. of North Texas, Denton, TX 76203; Tel: (940) 565-2635; E-mail:      
kelly.wisecup@unt.edu
During the long eighteenth century, a number of imaginative representations of Native American characters emerged for the first time. No longer bound to the conventions of travel and encounter narratives, the eighteenth-century imagination saw a host of Native characters ranging from Indian queens, to Peruvian princesses, and to Caribbean slaves. Many of these characters emerge on Restoration and eighteenth-century stages, yet the notion of “playing” Indian took shape in other literary forms as well, such as reports from The Spectator that a group of elite young men had dubbed themselves “The Mohock Club” adopting “savage” behavior mimicking that associated with indigenous tribes of North America. Recent scholarship has examined the relationship between empire and the stage, and how similarities and differences between Natives and colonists were constructed. This panel will investigate how Europeans imitated Indians either on the stage, in the metropole, or in the colonies and will consider what purpose “playing” Indian served in a variety of genres. 

Proposals from across the disciplines or that employ interdisciplinary methodologies are welcomed. Topics explored might include the following issues: how were contexts of colonization or conquest “re-enacted” in the literature and art of the long eighteenth century?  How might considering trans-Atlantic performances of Native culture challenge us to rethink the genealogical history of Native characters? How might eighteenth century performances of Indians complicate series of mimicry in colonial encounters?

“‘Dulce et ... Utile?’: Useful Reading in the Eighteenth Century” (Roundtable) Seth Rudy

AND Claude Willan, Rhodes College and Stanford U., Tel: (901) 843-3135 & (650) 644-8737; E-

mail: rudys@rhodes.edu AND cwillan@stanford.edu
This roundtable addresses useful reading and knowledge in the long eighteenth century. How did books become useful? And what was the point of books or the knowledge they contained before they were useful? Why did a discourse of utility emerge and become so important? What was so desirable about being useful? What kinds of responses did writers offer to the implicit challenge that usefulness mounted? In this roundtable we are looking for a series of 10 minute position papers, which will be followed by a discussion. We welcome proposals that address issues that might include, but are not necessarily limited to:

- moral improvement

- political and apolitical philosophies

- ars gratia artis

- instrumentalising editions

- refinements of taste and politenesss

- class cohesion or conditioning

- false learning

- the ‘man of parts’, the ‘true critic’, and Hume’s ‘wise man’

- frivolity, silliness, and Shandeism before or after the fact

- fruitlessness, failure, irrelevance, and futility

- Footnotes, marginalia, prefatory materials, variants, indices, tables, & alphabetisation

“Aesthetics, Ten Years Later” Abigail Zitin, Dept. of English, Trinity U., 1 Trinity Place, San

Antonio, TX 78212; Tel: (210) 999-7579; Fax: (210) 999-7578; E-mail: azitin@trinity.edu
In the spring of 2002, Eighteenth-Century Studies published a special issue on the theme of "Aesthetics and the Disciplines." This panel seeks to explore, ten years on, how (or whether) aesthetics as a field of inquiry still matters for eighteenth-century scholarship across the disciplines. Scholars writing on aesthetics routinely observe that the term itself originated in the eighteenth century. This point of origin would seem to indicate a special affinity between Enlightenment forms of thought and questions about taste. Do discussions of taste, beauty, and the sublime still illuminate structures of mind in ways that yield insight into productions of the eighteenth-century imagination? How might the eighteenth-century roots of aesthetics affect current research in literary criticism or art history, or interact with new directions in criticism (affect studies, cognitive approaches, or a new formalism, for instance)? 

“Francophone Writers of the Enlightenment” Loïc Thommeret, 135 W. Lorain St. #12 A, 
Oberlin, OH 44074; Tel: (440) 775-8703; Fax: (440) 775-6888; E-mail: lthommer@oberlin.edu
This session will be devoted to non-French writers who chose, for one reason or another, to write in the French language, with an emphasis on what might lead a writer to make this decision. Was the choice made simply out of conformity to prevalent cultural practices of their time, especially considering the writers’ diverse environments? Possible paths of investigation could involve the freedom that the French language may have offered to broach topics otherwise off-limits in their own language and culture. Did non-French productions differ and if so, how, from those of native speakers? Other topics for consideration may include the literary fate of these authors' productions and how writing in one's nonnative language may have been received by contemporaneous readers and modern-day scholars. This may include, but is not limited to, a discussion of the difficulty these in-between works may have had in reaching the public. Might some works have met with a happier fate had their authors elected to pen them in their native language? Would such a choice have garnered the authors greater literary fame? This panel invites submissions in English or French and welcomes a wide range of theoretical approaches.


“Transatlantic Fictions” Melissa Ganz, Dept. of English, Harvard U., Barker Center, 12 Quincy

Street, Cambridge, MA 02138; Tel: (617) 384-7451; E-mail: mganz@fas.harvard.edu
This panel seeks to examine Anglo-American literary and cultural relations from the late seventeenth century through the early nineteenth.  How do British writers use American settings to imagine the relationship between the Old World and the New?  How do early American writers draw upon and/or contest British literary and political traditions?  In what ways do cross-cultural encounters in novels, plays, poems, letters, or autobiographies reflect and/or shape constructions of gender, race, and nation in the Enlightenment?  Panelists might examine scenes of trade or travel or accounts of slavery, captivity, or war.  Papers that reflect upon the historical, theoretical, or methodological implications of their analyses and/or that situate readings of individual texts in the context of recent debates in transatlantic studies are especially welcome.

“The New Secularism” David Alvarez (DePauw U.) and Jordana Rosenberg (U. of

Massachusetts-Amherst), 100 East Seminary Street, DePauw U., Greencastle, IN  46135; Tel:

(510) 282-2733; E-mail: davidalvarez@depauw.edu AND jrosenberg@english.umass.edu
New scholarship on secularism calls into question the popular Enlightenment story about reason and science displacing religious belief and practice. Instead of seeing a divide between the secular and the religious, this scholarship examines their connections.

Secularization does not liberate a natural, pre-existing secular subject by negating religion; rather, this subject is constructed through state power and disciplinary processes that transform religion and the conditions of belief and unbelief. Pluralizing formations of the secular, and highlighting the background meanings and practices that enable a secular subject, scholars such as Talal Asad, Saba Mahmood, Charles Taylor, and Ashish Nandy have recast the secular as the product of specific practices of discipline, authority, and power. To what extent does the new secularism require us to rethink the stories we tell ourselves about religious tolerance, the public sphere, the novel, colonialism, gender, and economics? And what can eighteenth-century studies offer to build upon, correct, or take us past current understandings of the secular?

“Philanthropy and Feeling in the Eighteenth Century”  Danielle Spratt, Current: Fordham U,

English Dept., 441 East Fordham Road, Bronx NY 10458; As of 8/2011: CSUN, English Dept.,

18111 Nordhoff Street, Northridge, CA 91330; Tel: (917) 513-1438; E-mail: dspratt@fordham.edu
The eighteenth century saw the rise of many philanthropic institutions for the laboring classes and the poor, especially with regard to orphanages, charity schools, and hospitals.  The emergence of these forms of institutional charity suggests an increased attention to the needs of the underprivileged; at the same time, however, the underlying motivations of such benevolence did not simply exist to support the impoverished, the infirm, or the needy.  Charitable giving, either for public institutions or for individual cases, proved in quantifiable ways the moral worth of the philanthropist.  Literature of the long eighteenth century is filled with both ironic and sincere depictions of the how charitable giving affects the mind and the body.  For instance, in Austen’s Mansfield Park, the miserly Mrs. Norris celebrates the pleasurable, “gratifying sensations” that she unduly derives from her “benevolent scheme” to have the Bertrams adopt their disadvantaged niece, Fanny Price; likewise, Sterne’s Yorick revels in his role as a sentimental, charitable traveler, only to deny charity to a Catholic monk.

This panel welcomes papers that consider the relationship between acts of philanthropy and mental and physical feelings in eighteenth century texts, whether in literature or other didactic or informational writing from the period.  What are the rhetorical purposes of depicting the philanthropic “feeling” of charity? 

Please send proposals of no more than 250 words to dspratt@fordham.edu
“The Hobbyhorses of Literary Lions: Recreation and Representation in the Eighteenth

Century” Amanda Weldy Boyd, 2398 S. Willowbrook Ln., Unit 12, Anaheim, CA 92802; Tel:

(760) 408-4757; E-mail: weldy@usc.edu
While Alexander Pope’s literary legacy has overshadowed the horticultural and architectural reputation he won for his remarkable grotto, he was almost as famous for his work in landscape as in poetry during his own lifetime. Many eighteenth-century authors developed marked passions which influenced the ways of approaching the work of representation; this panel seeks to explore, and perhaps unearth, such seemingly non-literary hobbies among eighteenth-century writers. We invite papers investigating the intersection of an author’s personal hobbies (gardening, architecture, music, geography, sewing, hunting, etc.) with his or her writings, in terms of specific themes or concerns, 

vocabulary, structure, or other resonances which suggest a carryover from one passion to another. 

“Poetry and the Archive” (Roundtable) Lorna Clymer, 3883 Connecticut Ave., N.W. #617,

Washington, DC 2008-4577; Tel: (202) 595-4912; E-mail: CLYMER4533@COMCAST.NET
 
This roundtable session will explore the following questions: How has recent


research in archives altered our understanding of Restoration and


eighteenth-century poetry? How do archives, whether in manuscript, print, or


digital resources, change prevailing critical judgments about particular


poems, writers, publication histories, or poetic shifts of period or style?


What archival work may be needed for new directions in scholarship


pertaining to poetry?

 
Participants will offer (1) a brief case study in which the interpretation


of a poem, poet, publication, or literary shift is significantly altered


when placed in a fuller archival context; and (2) broader reflections on the


relations between poetry and the archive. 

“Imagining the Intangible in Eighteenth-Century Science” Laura Miller, U. of California, Santa

Barbara (Summer 2011); U of West Georgia, 1601 Maple Street,  Carrollton, Georgia 30118

(Beginning Fall 2011); Tel: (818) 458-5732 (cell); E-mail: lmiller@umail.ucsb.edu; (Until July

2011; new email address forthcoming)

Recent approaches to eighteenth-century science and literature have explored the connections between theatricality, scientific demonstration, and spectacle. However, not all discoveries during the period lent themselves to performance or witnessing. This panel contemplates the relationship between the arts and the kind of scientific inquiry that travels beyond sense perception. Abstract scientific ideas challenge as well as inspire other systems of representation such as imaginative literature and art. One way of representing abstract scientific research is to reify it, as James Thomson did when he showed Newton witnessing the system of the world of the Principia. Thomson wrote that Newton “by the blended power/ Of gravitation and projection saw/ The whole in silent harmony revolve,” imagining the writing of a mathematical treatise as a physical act of witnessing. I am seeking proposals for fifteen-minute presentations that consider eighteenth-century responses to the more intangible avenues of scientific research, including celestial mechanics, the wave theory of light, gravity, and chemical theory. Presentations that explore philosophical or theoretical approaches to this question are also welcomed.


“Forgotten Irish Playwrights” David Clare, U. College Dubin, E-mail: dclare1@eircom.net
While the eighteenth century Irish playwrights George Farquhar, Oliver Goldsmith, and Richard Brinsley Sheridan still receive significant critical attention and regular productions of their plays, it is often forgotten that several other Irish-born playwrights made their mark on the English stage during the eighteenth century. This panel is soliciting papers which explore the lives and work of these important but forgotten playwrights, including (but not limited to) Charles Macklin, John O’Keeffe, Frances and Thomas Sheridan, Hugh Kelly, Arthur Murphy, and – a man whose plays are often ignored in favour of his prose – Richard Steele.
“Slavery, the Book, and Enlightenment Rights Theory” Sean Moore, U. of New Hampshire;

E-mail: sean@unh.edu AND Philip Gould, Brown U.; E-mail: philip_gould@brown.edu
As Hugh Amory and James Raven have established, the vast majority of books available in the Americas were imported from Europe, and as the foundation of colonial libraries by slave traders like Abraham Redwood of Newport suggests, some of the surplus capital necessary to purchase those books was derived from slavery.  These facts problematize our understanding of the dissemination of Enlightenment ideas of human rights.  How might we understand eighteenth-century rights theory as both substantiated and undermined by the existence of slavery in the Americas? If the production and dissemination of Enlightenment ideas was deeply intertwined with the book trade, as Richard Sher has argued, how might we begin to reframe book history within the larger social history of an eighteenth-century Atlantic economy based on slavery?  How might one account for the ambivalent and often hypocritical positions that Enlightenment thinkers espoused about the institution of slavery? How might the study of material culture benefit from a properly materialist understanding of the eighteenth-century conditions for the production of knowledge?

This panel seeks papers that address the nexus between Enlightenment rights theory, the book trade, slavery, and abolition in Anglophone cultural contexts.  We particularly welcome submissions addressing the transatlantic circulation of Enlightenment ideas of human rights and personal agency and how they influence/are influenced by slavery and the slave trade.

“Form and Eighteenth-Century Studies: “New Formalism, New Eighteenth Century”
(Roundtable)  - II Miruna Stanica, George Mason U., Dept. of English, 4400 U. Drive, MS 3E4,

Fairfax, VA 22030; E-mail: mstanica@gmu.edu
Thanks to the theoretical shifts of the last 30 years, the eighteenth century we study today is broader, deeper, and more diverse.  Feminist criticism, new historicism, political and ideological critique, postcolonial criticism, and cultural studies have opened up the canon and brought new questions to our attention. More recently, digital archives and text mining methodologies have also broadened our scope, allowing us to take the pulse of “the great unread.” 

In response to these developments, some critics have called for a “return to form,” a renewed attention to the complexities and contingencies of the literary text.  This new formalism is not invested in the text to the exclusion of other elements, or in positing the formal unity of the individual literary text, but it nevertheless returns our attention to matters of style, structure, aesthetics.  Arguably, one danger new formalism tries to mitigate is that we may end up with a two-tier system, where canonical works receive (or have received) formalist readings, while newly recovered texts are primarily studied through historicist frameworks.  More broadly, new formalist approaches try to offer models for studying literary texts not just as containers for cultural or historical meaning, but as being enabled and delimited by formal possibilities.

This panel asks: can we imagine a formalism (and a historicism) that do not define themselves in opposition to one another, but instead acknowledge a network of influences and aims?  Submissions are invited on the following questions, among others: 

What does new formalism have to offer the new eighteenth century?  

What does formalist criticism have to say about the eighteenth century’s mixed and unruly genres? What are some models for formalist study of non-canonical authors and texts? 
How did form function for producers and consumers of eighteenth-century texts?

What does a historically informed formalism look like, one attuned to both aesthetic forms and social formations? 

What critics or schools act as the touchstones for new formalist projects (Russian formalism, narrative theory, others)?

What possibilities and challenges do the new digital archives present to formalist projects?

Please submit 250-word proposals for 10-minute presentations to mstanica@gmu.edu
“Rousseau and Women/Rousseau on Women” Mary Trouille, Dept. of Languages, Literatures,

& Cultures, Illinois State U., Campus Box 4300, Normal, IL 61790-4300; Tel: (847) 328-0549;

Fax: (309) 438-8038; E-mail:  mstroui@ilstu.edu
To mark the tricentennial of Jean-Jacques Rousseau's birth, this panel will explore Rousseau's views on women, the female characters in his writings, and his often complex relationships with the women in his life.

“Globalizing the Enlightenment through the Representations of Asia” Naoki Yoshida, 5-22-9

Irifune, Otaru 047-0021 JAPAN; Fax: 81-134-29-5030; E-mail: yoshida@res.otaru-uc.ac.jp
This panel will assess how the Enlightenment was prepared, realized, and developed through the representations of Asia.  All presentations will include comparative readings of individual works or groups of works from the long eighteenth century.  How does Sinophobia in The Further Adventures of Robinson Crusoe lead to the later construction

of nation state?  What intercultural negotiation can we find in Gulliver's encounter with Japanese emperor?   At ASECS in San Antonio current ideas about the center and the periphery will be problematized.  By redrawing the national boundaries of the Enlightenment the panel will begin to interrogate and define new meanings of the globalization for future ASECS meetings and for eighteenth-century studies more broadly. Should enough participants express interest in the panel, I will consider reformatting the panel as a roundtable.

“Form and Eighteenth-Century Studies: Form Revisited” I Jonathan Kramnick, English

Dept., Rutgers U., New Brunswick, NJ 07302;  E-mail: kramnick@gmail.com
This panel will consider the revival of interest in form and formalism in literary studies and elsewhere. How might work in eighteenth-century studies shed light on the seemingly intractable problem of defining what form is? How might the problem of form shed light on aspects of eighteenth-century culture? Papers from all disciplines invited.


“Best Practices in Digital Pedagogy” Elizabeth Lewis, Dept. of Modern Foreign Languages, U.

of Mary Washington, 1301 College Ave, Fredericksburg, VA  22401; Tel: (540) 654-1987; Fax:

(540) 654-1088; E-mail: elewis@umw.edu
Presenters in this session will share their experiments, challenges, and successes in using digital applications to teach eighteenth-century studies at the undergraduate or graduate level.  Some questions that presenters might address are: 1) How has the use of digital media promoted student learning inside and outside the classroom? 2) What challenges does the use of digital media pose?  3)  How do “best practices” in digital pedagogy differ from more traditional forms of teaching?  4)  What does the use of digital media add to the study of the eighteenth-century?      
“Aesthetics Today?” Vivasvan Soni, 1505 Maple Ave., Apt. 3, Evanston, IL 60201; Tel: 
       (224)730-9872; E-mail: v-soni@northwestern.edu
This panel seeks to assess the relevance of eighteenth-century aesthetics  for contemporary thought. To what extent is the category of the aesthetic still a useful one for cultural analysis? In what ways do contemporary thinkers, knowingly or unwittingly, deploy strategies of eighteenth-century aesthetic discourse? In what ways might they reproduce the pitfalls of this discourse, or remain trapped within its paradigm? What might we still have to learn from the eighteenth century aesthetic tradition? In what ways have contemporary discourses blinded themselves to valuable insights in eighteenth-century aesthetics? In what sense is eighteenth-century aesthetics a specifically “modern” enterprise and do we remain enclosed within this modernity? This seminar welcomes papers on all aspects of the eighteenth-century aesthetic tradition as it relates to contemporary developments in the humanities. 

“Current and Future Directions in the Studies of Eighteenth-Century Science”
(Roundtable) Al Coppola, Dept. of English, John Jay College, CUNY, 619 West 54th Street –

Room 720, New York, NY 10019; Tel: (646) 557-4600; Fax: 212) 265-3321; E-mail:
acoppola@jjay.cuny.edu

With “science studies” an area of increasing critical interest in the academy, many researchers are looking back to the scientific developments and practices, as well as to the scientific institutions and publics, of the long eighteenth century—a crucial site of emergence and contestation for ideas, practices and technologies that remain urgent matters of concern today.  Moreover, the field of eighteenth-century studies itself is hardly behind the curve, if only judging from the fact that four of the eight candidates up for election to the ASECS board last year have research interests in eighteenth-century science.  At the past few ASECS meetings, I have chaired regular sessions on new critical work on eighteenth-century science.  For 2012, however, I am proposing to convene a roundtable in San Antonio where we can have a conversation about the current and future directions of the studies of eighteenth-century science.  I’d like us to think a little more deliberately about some theoretical and methodological issues that can be easy to set aside when working “in” our projects, but which I think bear closer scrutiny:

· What is the state of “science studies” in the eighteenth century today?   

· What ties current practice to  (and what distinguishes it from) an earlier generation’s interest in “science and society”? 

· Is it possible to make some generalizations about current inquiries into eighteenth-century science?  Can we identify core interests, preoccupations and methodologies among the scholars working in this area right now?

· What are the major challenges to conducting this kind of critical work.? What kinds of claims are we seeking to make, and what kinds of evidence are we seeking out?  What barriers are we confronting when attempting to prosecute our research?

· What kind of work would we like to see more of?  Alternatively, what kind of work are we looking to get beyond?  

· Finally, what kinds of archives, electronic databases, computing tools, and the like do we most keenly feel the absence of? 


I am envisioning a roundtable comprised of four or five panelists who begin the session with a short, 10 minute presentation that discusses a specific example from his/her own research that bears upon one or more of these central questions.  After the position papers are delivered, there would be a public q&a to pursue the inquiry forward.  The goal is to have a wide-ranging conversation that draws on diverse expertise to help organize and direct our thinking about a topic of increasing visibility in eighteenth-century studies today.

Scholars from any discipline who are interested in participating in this roundtable should submit proposals that sketch out in some detail what they would like to present and how they will engage these framing queries.  Proposals should also include brief summarizes of current book projects and/ or research interests. 


“The Re:Enlightenment Report; or, Reconfiguring Enlightenment Institutions for the 21st
Century: Museums, Libraries, Publishing, and Academic Departments”  William B. Warner

and Clifford Siskin, Dept. of English, U. of California, Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara, CA 93106

and Dept. of English, New York U; Tel: (805) 689-4035; E-mail: warner@english.ucsb.edu;
clifford.siskin@nyu.edu
Most contemporary scholars of the eighteenth century agree on two propositions: that the modern institutions of knowledge were developed over the long eighteenth century: museums, libraries, publishing firms and disciplines by which the academic departments are organized. Secondly, that all four of these institutions are now confronting unprecedented challenges. This panel will invite speakers who can a) reflect upon the long history of the formation of the modern knowledge institutions, b) define the challenges they now face, and c) suggest how we can learn from the Enlightenment so as to think through a reconfiguring of the institutions of knowledge.  For a fuller discussion of these issues, please see: http://www.reenlightenment.org
“Aesthetics and Individuation: Frances Ferguson’s Work in Eighteenth-Century Studies”
(Roundtable) Ruth Mack, SUNY at Buffalo; Sandra Macpherson, The Ohio State U., 306

Clemens Hall, Buffalo, NY 14260; Tel: (716) 553-1413; E-mail: ruthmack@buffalo.edu;
macpherson.4@osu.edu 

The participants in this roundtable will consider the impact of Ferguson's work on literary and cultural studies of the period.
“Fictions of Mind” Natalie Phillips, English Dept., Stanford U., Building 460, Stanford, CA

94305-2087; Tel: (650) 722-1264; Fax: (650) 725-0755; E-mail: nmp@stanford.edu
In Tristram Shandy, Laurence Sterne famously discusses the problem of depicting other minds: “our minds shine not through the body, but are wrapt up here in a dark covering of uncrystalized flesh and blood; so that if we would come to the specifick characters of them, we must go some other way to work.” This panel explores how authors imagined getting to the mind through this “dark covering of…flesh and blood.” We will discuss a number of questions about the rendering of thought: How does eighteenth-century fiction seek to represent the mind? What core metaphors helped the Enlightenment define cognitive processes? How were different mental states, such as curiosity, boredom, attention, wonder, and happiness theorized and rendered? 

We welcome a broad range of approaches, which include philosophy of mind, intellectual history, psychoanalysis, literary criticism, aesthetics, and cognitive approaches to fiction. Papers might consider the development of psychologically rich characters, narrative techniques for representing thought, or the larger relationship between mind, body, and the environment. Talks that set a work within its historical and national context and relate it to larger discussions of the mind in contemporary science, philosophy, religion, art, and pedagogy will be especially welcome. Abstracts must be 250-300 words long, and submitted to nmp@stanford.edu .

“Rousseau’s Nature” Dorothea von Mücke, Dept. of Germanic Languages and Literatures,

Columbia U., 414 Hamilton Hall, MC 2812, 1130 Amsterdam Ave., New York, NY 10027; E-mail:
dev1@columbia.edu   AND  Joanna Stalnaker, Dept. of French and Romance Philology,

Columbia U., 515 Philosophy Hall, MC 4902, 1150 Amsterdam Ave., New York, NY 10027; E-

mail: jrs2052@columbia.edu
To mark the tricentennial of Rousseau’s birth, this panel aims to explore the exceptionally rich and multi-faceted concept of nature in Rousseau’s work, including (but not limited to) his contribution to the natural sciences, the place of his autobiographical writings in his philosophical system, notions of naturalness and artificiality in his political thought, his conception of the human, and his proto-environmentalism. We welcome submissions in English or French from a wide range of fields that seek to both contextualize and problematize Rousseau’s concept of nature.
“The Impersonal Eighteenth Century” Wendy Anne Lee, Dept. of English, Yale U., P.O. Box

208302 New Haven, CT 06520; Tel: (347) 512-4569; Fax: (203) 432-7066; E-mail:
wendy.lee@yale.edu
Plants. Statues. Organisms. Puppets. Rocks. This panel invites papers that explore the phenomena, practices, and forms of impersonality according to Sharon Marcus’s sense of the term as “not the negation of the person, but rather a penetration through or a falling outside of the boundary of the human particular.” Selected papers will engage broad theories of the post-human in conversation with specific eighteenth-century ideas about and possibilities for personhood. How does impersonality recast certain Enlightenment values such as transparency and universality? How can the impersonal person change our understanding of how eighteenth-century character works? 

“Scottish Poetry and British National Identities”  Samuel Baker, Dept. of English, The U. of

Texas at Austin, 1 Univ. Station B5000,  Austin, TX 78712; Tel: (512) 844-9887; E-mail: 
sebaker@austin.utexas.edu
Papers exploring the significance of Scottish poetry for articulations of faction, region, nation, or state across the long eighteenth century. 
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