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This postgraduate conference aims to bring together researchers of different backgrounds and 
interests working with early modern objects and physical structures to foster discussion about 
which values they proclaimed and how these might have been subject to change over time. 
Furthermore, there will be a particular methodological focus to explore what the study of 
material culture has to offer early modern historians investigating transnational connections and 
comparisons, and how this differs from the exclusive consideration of textual evidence. There 
will be an emphasis on discussions of work in progress and the tone of the day will be supportive 
and constructive. Everyone is most welcome to attend. Catering will be provided on the day, so 
please do register via email to rm620@cam.ac.uk. 
 
9.30-9.40 Welcome and preliminary remarks 

9.40-10.40 Buildings and Architectures 

Chair: Dr. Sussan Babaie 

Speakers: 

Regine Maritz (Cambridge): Gendered spaces in the early modern court 
 
Michael Schaffner (Basel): Architectures of the imaginary in early modern Basel 

10.40-11.15 Coffee Break 

11.15-12.15 Clothing and Encounters 

Chair: Prof. Susanna Burghartz 

Speakers: 

Katy Bond (Cambridge): New World inhabitants in European costume images, 1500-1600 

Lauren Working (Durham): "Bird claws and trifling jewels": Material resistance to English civility in Ireland 
and America, 1560-1620 
 
12.15-13.30 Lunch Break 

13.30-14.30 Keynote 

Dr Sussan Babaie (Courtauld Institute of Art): Transmediation and architectural culture in early modern 

Iran 

 

 

 



14.30-15.30 Objects on the Move  

Chair: Prof. Charles Melville 

Speakers: 

Esther van der Hoorn (Courtauld Institute of Art): Embodying profit-making from overseas trade: a new 

interpretation of the Dutch Nautilus Cup as ritual instrument 

Nicolai Kölmel (Basel): Changing faces: A portrait series of Ottoman sultans and its journey in early modern 

Europe 

15.30-16.00 Coffee Break 

16.00-17.00 Objects and Shifting Meanings 

Chair: Prof. Ulinka Rublack 

Speakers: 

Naomi Pullin (Warwick): The Quaker prophet and the tub-preacher: Rethinking the place of the tub in 

seventeenth-century anti-Quaker polemic 

Sophie Pitman (Cambridge): Old doublets and new methodologies 
 

17.00-17.15 Closing remarks by Prof. Ulinka Rublack 

 

Dinner at 7.30 in Cote Brasserie on Bridge Street 

 

 


